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House  Had  Passed  It 

Castration  Bill 
Dropped  By 

Ok.  State  Senate 


By  Jil  Clark 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  As 
GCN  goes  to  press,  Oklahoma 
State  Sen.  Bill  Branch  has  dropped 
a  bill  which  would  have  increased 
penalties  for  rape  victims  and  low¬ 
ered  the  age  of  consent,  as  well  as 
killed  an  attached  amendment 
which  would  have  legalized  volun¬ 
tary  castration  for  “sex 
offenders.” 

Branch  was  the  Senate  author  of 
the  legislation.  Bill  #1172,  which 
dealt  with  those  convicted  for  the 
first  or  second  time  of  rape,  “forc¬ 
ed  sodomy,”  or  “lewd  acts  with 
children.”  The  bill  could  have 
become  the  first  Oklahoma  law  to 
draw  attention  to  the  distinction 
between  “sodomy”  and  “forced 
sodomy,”  said  Rep.  Mike  Fair, 
also  an  author  of  the  bill. 

Rep.  Frank  Shurden  was  the 
author  of  the  voluntary  castration 
amendment,  which  he  tacked  on 
Bill  #1172  on  the  House  floor. 
According  to  his  “asexualization 
option,”  a  convicted  sex  offender 
could  have  shortened  his/her 
prison  term  by  submitting  to 
castration. 

When  Shurden  presented  the 
amendment  to  the  House,  he  said 
that  Oklahomans  support  “asex¬ 
ualization”  twenty-five  to  one, 
judging  from  the  mail  he’s  re¬ 


ceived  since  he  introduced  a  bill 
calling  for  mandatory  castration 
of  rapists  two  years  ago. 

The  House  "approved  the  bill 
and  amendment  by  a  margin  of  66 
to  25  on  March  23. 

The  leader  of  the  Senate,  Mar¬ 
vin  York,  opposed  the  “castration 
option.”  “I’m  afraid  our  state  is 
being  made  to  look  somewhat 
backward,”  he  commented  to  re¬ 
porters  at  a  press  conference  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Senate’s  action. 

According  to  the  Daily  Oklaho¬ 
man,  York  also  said  that  he  doubt¬ 
ed  that  the  “castration  option”  is 
constitutional  anyway  and  added 
that  “many  studies  have  shown 
that  altering  a  person  in  such  a  way 
doesn’t  stop  the  violent  crime  of 
rape. 

“The  option  is  an  element  that 
also  might  cause  the  sex  offender 
to  murder  a  victim,”  York  added, 
referring  to  the  recent  first  degree 
murder  conviction  of  an  Oklaho¬ 
man  who  had  been  castrated  for 
medical  reasons  at  the  age  of 
twelve;  he  was  convicted  of  sexual¬ 
ly  molesting  and  killing  a  twelve 
year  old  girl. 

Before  the  senate  action,  Fair 
told  GCN  that  the  voluntary 
castration  amendment  passed  the 
House  only  because  of  time  pres- 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Marilyn  Humphries 

A  group  of  about  40  to  50  lesbians  and  gay  men  marched  behind  this  “Gays  Against  the  Right”  banner  as 
part  of  a  Boston  march  and  rally  protesting  U.S.  involvement  in  El  Salvador.  About  4000  people  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  demonstration.  _ 


Had  Said  Job  Finished 

UFMCC  Receives  Funds 
For  Resettling  Refugees 


By  David  Morris 
WASHINGTON,  DC  —  After 
withdrawing  for  four  months  from 
the  active  effort  to  resettle  gay 
Cuban  refugees,  the  Universal  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Metropolitan  Com- 


Zone  Says  His  Campaign 
Hasn’t  Sparked  Violence 


By  Jil  Clark 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Assaults 
against  gays  have  increased  30  per¬ 
cent  since  talk  of  a  media  cam¬ 
paign  attacking  rights  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  San  Francisco 
began  two  months  ago,  according 
to  a  community  group  which 
monitors  street  violence  here. 

Richard  Zone,  organizer  of  the 
“media  blitz,”  said  it  will  begin  in 
the  last  week  of  March.  “A  few” 
of  the  radio  stations  Zone  ap¬ 
proached  have  refused  to  run  his 
30-  and  60-second  spots,  but  he 
said  he  is  determined  to  find  other 
willing  stations  so  that  the  spots 
will  run  on  “about  fifty  stations,” 
reaching  all  of  Northern  Califor¬ 
nia, as  well  as  some  of  the  souther  n 
part  of  the  state.  He  would  not 
disclose  the  names  of  any  of  the 
stations  involved. 

Over  the  air  waves.  Zone  hopes 
to  galvanize  into  political  action 
people  who  are  disturbed  by  the 
growing  social  tolerance  of  homo¬ 
sexuality,  abortion  and  child  por¬ 
nography;  the  rise  in  reported 
child  abuse;  the  absence  of  prayer 
in  schools,  the  lack  of  “a  moral 
frame  work  in  sex  education 
classes,”  and  other  issues  which, 
he  said  involve  immorality. 

As  the  founder  of  the  four- 
month-old  fundamentalist  organi¬ 
zation  In  God  We  Trust,  Zone  will 
officially  open  the  campaign  and, 
he  said,  “straighten  out  the  confu¬ 
sion”  about  his  intentions  at  a 
press  conference  on  April  6  at  the 
Press  Club. 

Zone  told  GCN  that  he  has  had 
to  postpone  this  meeting  twice  due 
to  threats  on  his  life  made  over  the 
telephone  by,  he  believes,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  gay  community. 

Zone  says  he  hopes  to  make  it 
clear  to  the  press  that  he  does  not 
condone  anti-gay  violence. 


“It’s  not  our  place  to  punish 
people  for  sin,”  he  said.  “If  you’re 
going  to  punish  people  for  homo¬ 
sexuality,  you  would  have  to  pun¬ 
ish  them  for  adultery,  too.” 

Notwithstanding  Zone’s  as¬ 
serted  non-violent  philosophy,  the 
number  of  assaults  on  gay  people 
in  San  Francisco  rose  30  percent 
following  Zone’s  announcement 
of  his  media  blitz  on  a  TV  KRON 
special  report  on  the  city’s  funda¬ 
mentalist  leaders’  attitudes  toward 


lesbians  and  gay  men,  according  to 
Dick  Stingel  from  the  Community 
United  Against  Violence.  Stingel 
told  GCN  that  this  increase  in 
“assaults  which  are  clearly  gay- 
related”  is  in  addition  to  the  400 
percent  increase  which  CUAV  has 
witnessed  since  the  CBS  broadcast 
of  the  documentary  Gay  Power, 
Gay  Politics  last  April  (see  GCN, 
'Vol.  7,  No.  40). 

Continued  on  Page  6 


‘I’m  Not  Anti-Gay’ 


By  Jil  Clark 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Richard 
Zone  is  the  man  behind  a  planned 
media  crusade  here  against  “en¬ 
emies  of  the  family”  and  “those 
ultra,  ultra  liberals  who  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  in  absolutes.” 

“Homosexuality”  is  one  of  the 
“issues”  that  Zone,  as  the  head  of 
In  God  We  Trust,  Inc.,  is  addres¬ 
sing  over  the  air  waves,  “but  it’s 
important  that  people  understand 
that  this  is  not  an  anti-gay  cam¬ 
paign,  ”  he  says.  “The  gay  issue  is 
no  more  or  less  important  than  the 
other  seven  issues  involved. 

Zone  says  that,  although  he 
founded  In  God  We  Trust  only  last 
November,  the  organization  has 
already  attracted  20,000  support¬ 
ers  —  “people  who  have  written  to 
us  or  supplied ;us  with  funds”  — 
and  raised  about  $10,000.  Zone 
says  that  he  is  aiming  to  raise 
$100,000  to  finance  the  blitz,  but 
added,  “We’re  not  releasing  exact 
treasury  figures  because  we  don’t 
want  to  show  our  strength  and 
cause  people  to  go  out  and  build 
war  chests.” 

Zone  says  he  isn’t  any  more  an¬ 
ti-gay  than  his  campaign  is;  he  as¬ 
sures  lesbians  and  gay  men  that  he 
only  opposes  “homosexuality 


being  taught  in  our  schools  as  an 
amoral  lifestyle.” 

Zone  says  he  doesn’t  oppose  the 
employment  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  as  teachers,  so  long  as  they 
“behave  in  a  seemly  manner  and 
don’t  promote  or  solicit  that  kind 
of  lifestyle  ...  I  would  say  the 
same  about  a  married  man  who 
runs  around.  It’s  fine  for  him  to 
reach  unless  he  begins  to  talk 
about  his  lifstyle.” 

Does  he  think  that  a  lesbian  has 
the  right  to  tell  her  class  about  a 
place  she  went  over  the  weekend 
with  her  lover? 

“A  husband  can  talk  about  a 
place  he  went  with  his  wife  if  it’s 
out  of  a  sexual  context.  However, 
since  we  don’t  see  a  homosexual 
lifestyle  as  normal,  that  wouldn’t 
apply  to  homosexual  teachers.” 

Zone  also  wants  to  rewrite  the 
San  Francisco  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  ordinance  so  that  it  “speci¬ 
fically  states  that  churches  have 
the  right  to  discriminate  in  hiring 
on  the  basis  of  their  theological 
tenets. 

“We  want  to  tighten  up  the 
loopholes  in  the  ordinance.  Rev. 
[Charles]  Mcllhenny  was  sued  for 
firing  his  gay  organist. ..That  little 
Continued  on  Page  7 


munity  Churches  (UFMCC)  has 
received  a  $30,000  grant  from 
Church  World  Service,  a  branch 
of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ,  to  continue 
the  project. 

The  February,  1981  issue  of  A 
New  Day,  published  by  the  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  office  of  UFMCC, 
quotes  John  Chasteen,  director  of 
the  UFMCC  Cuban  refugee  pro¬ 
gram,  as  saying,  “Our  Cuban  fund 
was  running  out  and  if  we  hadn’t 
found  a  quick  source  of  funding, 
we  would  have  had  to  shut  down 
the  program.  The  money  from 
Church  World  Services  would 
allow  us  to  get  back  to  work.” 

But  in  a  letter  to  UFMCC 
pastors  dated  October  23,  1980, 
Bob  Arthur,  who  preceded  Chas¬ 
teen  as  director  of  the  program, 
stated,  “We  have  now  concluded 
Phase  I  of  the  Cuban  relief,  the 
placement  of  gay  Cuban  refugees 
in  the  homes  of  sponsors.  We  be¬ 
lieve  we  have  placed  all  those 
refugees  who  want  our  help. . .” 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  18). 

According  to  a  statement  issued 
December  1  by  the  UFMCC  na¬ 
tional  office  was  seeking  new 
sponsors  at  the  time  because  the 
refugees  remaining  at  Ft.  Chaffee, 
Arkansas,  the  only  remaining 
federal  resettlement  center,  had 
“problems  too  severe  for  UFMCC 
to  handle  the  way  they  handled 
the  first  wave  of  refugees”  and  be¬ 
cause  “the  government  is  now 
paying  the  permanent  resettlement 
agencies  to  settle  the  remaining 
Cubans.” 

The  statement  claimed  UFMCC 
would  continue  with  limited  reset¬ 
tlement  activities. 

There  were  no  representatives 
of  UFMCC  at  Ft.  Chafee  from 
October  of  last  year  until  early 
February  of  this  year  when  Bruce 
Hughes  of  the  UFMCC  began 
work  there.  Hughes’s  salary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  A  New  Day,  is  paid  by 
Church  World  Services  apart  from 
the  $30,00  grant. 

Chasteen  told  GCN  that  there 
was  no  discrepancy  between  the 
October  23  letter  and  news  of  the 
latest  developments.  He  said 
UFMCC  never  actually  withdrew 
from  the  effort,  as  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  there  is  currently  a 


representative  of  the  church  at  Ft. 
Chaffee,  but  that  the  church  is 
now  seeking  sponsors  “on  a  kind 
of  a  low-keyed  basis.” 

Hughes  told  GCN  that  there  are 
presently  about  300  gay  men 
among  the  3,680  refugees  at  Ft. 
Chaffee.  He  said  most  of  the  300 
are  “difficult  cases”  because  most 
are  black,  many  are  effeminate, 
many  have  criminal  records  not 
related  to  their  sexuality  and  some 
have  emotional  difficulties. 

Hughes  said  he  knows  of  no  les¬ 
bian  refugees  at  Ft.  Chaffee. 

Chasteen  said  he  had  written  a 
proposal  at  the  request  of  the 
federal  inter-agency  Cuban/Hai¬ 
tian  Task  Force  to  create  transi¬ 
tional  centers  around  the  country 
to  provide  treatment,  counselling 
and  vocational  guidance  for  the  re¬ 
maining  refugees  instead  of  send¬ 
ing  them  directly  to  sponsors. 

Hughes  discounted  accusations 
made  earlier  this  year  by  Joseph 
Fragga,  a  State  Department  em¬ 
ployee  working  with  gay  refugees 
at  Ft.  Chaffee,  that  UFMCC 
representatives  had  exploited  ref¬ 
ugees  sexually  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8, 
No.  20). 

“I  don’t  like  to  talk  politics  and 
there’s  no  sense  in  me  attacking 
Mr.  Fragga,”  Hughes  said,  “be¬ 
cause  that  won’t  solve  anything. 
He’s  gone.  A  lot  of  the  accusations 
were  totally  unfounded.  That’s  all 
I  can  say.” 

Fragga,  who  worked  at  Ft. 
Chaffee  from  October  1980  to 
January  1981,  could  not  be  reach¬ 
ed  for  comment. 

A  representative  of  the  federal 
Cuban/Haitian  Task  Force  said 
Fragga  had  established  his  own 
schedule  for  resettling  the  refugees 
and  had  made  promises  to  them  on 
the  basis  of  that  schedule. 

“No  one  can  promise  them 
that,”  the  representative  said, 
“because  he  didn’t  have  the  power 
or  the  control  to  do  that.  He  may 
have  been  frustrated  that  MCC 
didn’t  get  them  out  on  his 
timetable  and  he  may  have 
dumped  on  them  for  that  reason.” 

The  representative  said  both 
Fragga  and  the  MCC  are  widely 
respected  at  Ft.  Chaffee,  (filed 
from  Boston) 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“In  the  '60s,  weirdos  were  in.  WASPs  tried  to  look 
like  Jews;  Jews  tried  to  look  like  blacks,  and  every¬ 
body  tried  to  look  as  freaky  as  possible.  In  the  ’70s, 
gays  and  lesbians  came  out  of  the  closet  in  droves. 
Now,  it’s  time  to  go  back  in,  but  for  many,  the  door  will 
be  tragically  closed.  Don’t  give  up.  Here’s  some  ad¬ 
vice  on  how  to  handle  a  very  sticky  problem: 

“First,  say  you  were  just  kidding.  Someone  may 
believe  you,  and  that’s  one  down.  Tell  the  rest  that  you 
and  your  friend  were  just  roommates  and  then  try  to 
convince  them  that  you  were  pioneering  the  new 
celibacy. 

“If  that  doesn’t  do  it.  you  lesbos  out  there  had 
better  cop  a  plea.  You  did  fool  around  (didn’t  every¬ 
body?),  but  when  all  was  said  and  done,  you  learned  it 
didn’t  work  after  all.  You  just  couldn't  figure  out  any¬ 
thing  to  do  in  bed.  Admit  it  was  an  anticlimax. 

“You  homos,  on  the  other  hand,  still  have  a  fighting 
chance.  Some  of  you  were  into  S.S.-chic,  which  in¬ 
siders  say  may  be  the  prefered  dress  of  the  new  ad¬ 
ministration  before  1984.  Others  can  argue  that  it  was 
sissy  to  hang  out  with  women.  You  were  too  much  of  a 
man,  not  too  little.  You  weren’t  going  to  be  whipped 
by  the  libbers,  so  you  sat  the  '70s  out,  waiting  for  the 
total  woman  to  make  a  comback.” 

-From  “Transitions,  or  How  to  Make  Yourself 
Over,”  in  Right  Living,  Mother  Jones's  April  Fool 
satire  section,  written  by  Peter  Biskind  and  Barbara 
Ehrenreich,  in  the  April  1981  issue. 


help! 

Among  the  groups  asking  for  assistance  this 
week: 

•  The  International  Gay  History  Archive  (IGHA)  in 
New  York,  a  collection  of  materials  relating  to  gay  cul¬ 
ture  and  history  with  a  focus  on  the  work  of  gay  men, 
says  it  is  now  able  to  accept  materials  relating  to  gay 
culture  and  history  and  fo  allow  researchers  access  to 
those  materials.  The  archive,  say  organizers,  will  be 
housed  at  one  location  in  its  own  building;  currently 
under  renovation,  the  building  is  slated  to  open  during 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week,  1981.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  International  Gay  History  Archive, 
Box  2,  Village  Station,  New  York,  NY  10014, 
(212)473-5884. 

•_  Two  different  organizations  are  announcing 
upcoming  demonstrations  and  asking  for 
participants. 

The  Ad  Hoc  Coordinating  Committee  on  Reproduc¬ 
tive  Freedom  plans  to  demonstrate  against  the  addi- 
ton  of  a  human  life  amendment  to  the  Massachusetts 
constitution.  The  demonstration  will  take  place  April 
1 1  at  the  state  Democratic  party  convention  in  Spring- 
field,  Mass.  For  more  information,  call  (413)533-5895 
or  (413)586-1980. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Associated  Engineers  and 
Scientists  plan  to  picket  the  Los  Gatos  Christian 
Church  in  Santa  Clara  County,  Calif.,  to  protest  the 
involvement  of  the  church  and  other  fundamentalist 
churches  in  politics,  specifically  in  the  debate  over 
science  and  evolution.  The  protest  will  take  place 
April  5,  on  the  eve  of  the  56th  anniversary  of  the  arrest 
of  John  Thomas  Scopes  in  Dayton,  Tenn.,  for  teaching 
the  theory  of  evolution  in  the  public  high  schools.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  LGAES,  PO  Box  70133, 
Sunnyvale,  CA  94086. 

the  machista  world 

BRAGA,  Portugal  —  A  Portuguese  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  organization  has  formally  protested  the 
distribution  of  the  film  “A  Caga,”  the  Portuguese 
version  of  “Cruising”,  which  opened  in  Lisbon  on  Dec. 
2. 

Gay  International  Rights  (GIR)  voted  at  a  special 
meeting  held  here  on  Feb.  21  to  voice  its  objections  to 
Filmes  Lusomundo  Sari  of  Lisbon,  distributors  of  the 
film. 

In  a  letter  signed  by  GIR  director  Jos6  Roxo  Cruz, 
the  organization  condemns  the  movie,  which,  "be¬ 
sides  its  exaggerated  violence,  gives  a  very  false 
image  of  the  gay  world  at  large,  a  world  having  less  to 
do  with  crime  than  with  human  love,  to  which  we  all 
have  a  right  regardless  of  sexual  orientation.” 

The  producers  of  “Cruising,”  the  letter  says, 
“should  have  made  a  film  revealing  the  violence  we 
are  subjected  to  by  the  machista  world  that  tries  to 
oppress  us.” 

“Cruising”  has  reportedly  been  a  commercial 
failure  in  the  United  States. 


abortion  battle  goes  on 

The  battle  for  abortion  rights  for  women  goes  on, 
both  in  the  courts  (see  Supreme  Court  story  this 
issue)  and  elsewhere. 

•  In  Montpelier,  Vermont,  anti-abortionforces  have 
hit  the  state  legislature  with  a  barrage  of  bills  that 
would,  if  approved,  chip  away  at  the  availability  of 
abortions  in  the  state.  One  of  those  bills,  which  would 
allow  abortions  to  be  performed  only  by  a  physician  or 
in  a  physician’s  presence,  was  opposed  byfpro^choice 
forces  because  it  would  greatly  limit  the  number  of 
abortions  available;  many  abortions  in  the  state,  in¬ 
cluding  those  done  by  the  Vermont  Women’s  Health 
Center  in  Burlington,  are  performed  by  physician 
assistants,  and  two  doctors  testified  that  physicians 
are  not  needed  for  the  “relatively  routine”  procedure. 

That  bill  has  been  blocked  by  the  state  senate,  and 
observers  feel  it  will  die  in  the  judiciary  committee; 
but  five  other  bills  are  pending  in  the  state  legislature. 

•  In  Atlanta,  the  Georgia  Department  of  Medical 
Assistance  has  eliminated  state  payments  for  abor¬ 
tions  except  in  cases  in  which  the  mother’s  life  is 
endangered  or  for  victims  of  rape  or  incest. 

Helen  Ford,  administrator  at  Atlanta’s  Center  for 
Reproductive  Health,  announced  that  her  clinic  would 
offer  free  abortions  March  18  for  Medicaid  recipients 
because  “some  women  are  going  to  wake  up  the  next 
day  and  suddenly  realize  they  can  no  longer  get  an 
abortion  under  Medicaid,”  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 

•  In  yatican  City,  Pope  John  Paul  II  said  that  Roman 
Catholics  have  a  “duty”  to  work  against  laws 
legalizing  abortion. 

The  Pope  praised  an  Italian  Bishops  Conference 
statement  that  called  for  abortion  laws  “to  be  over¬ 
come  with  all  legitimate  means  and  opportunities,” 
according  to  a  report  by  United  Press  International. 

The  statements  were  issued  in  the  midst  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  repeal  Italy’s  liberal  abortion-on-demand  sta¬ 
tute.  The  issue  comes  up  for  a  vote  in  two  referenda  in 
June. 

•  A  book  that  instructs  women  on  how  to  give 
themselves  abortions  is  causing  controversy  in  San 
Diego,  according  to  a  report  in  Mother  Jones. 

The  book,  which  is  called  When  Birth  Control  Fails, 
was  written  by  Suzann  Gage  of  the  Los  Angeles  Fem¬ 
inist  Women’s  Health  Center  and  is  published  by  a 
small  Southern  California  group  called  Speculum 
Press.  The  text  describes  techniques  such  as  using  a 
bicycle  pump  or  vacuum  cleaner  for  suction,  using 
herbs  (“possible  undesirable  effects  are  not  entirely 
known  by  the  author”)  and  giving  saline  self-abor¬ 
tions.  Advice  is  offered  on  related  matters  as  well. 

The  San  Diego  controversy  was  sparked  when  an 
association  of  local  clinics  that  provide  health  care 
for  women  charged  publicly  that  the  book  recom¬ 
mended  backward,  dangerous  procedures. 

In  the  feminist  circles  throughout  the  country, 
reaction  has  been  sharply  divided,  according  to 
Mother  Jones.  Some  self-help  clinics  and  women’s 
bookstores  are  distributing  the  book  and  offering 
support.  Others  agree  with  a  review  and  letters 
appearing  in  off  our  backs,  which  condemned  the 
book  as  an  irresponsible  return  to  the  back  alleys  of. 
yesteryear. 

“If  the  medical,  corporate  or  government  establish¬ 
ment  put  out  something  like  this,  encouraging 
women  to  take  something  that  could  do  them  harm, 
feminists  would  be  screaming  pretty  loudly,”  wrote 
oob  reviewer  Fran  Moira. 


bye-bye  hinson 

JACKSON, iMS--Rep.  Jon  Hinson  (R-MS),  who 
faces  attempted  sodomy  charges  after  he  was  ar¬ 
rested  in  a  House  office  building  men’s  room,  has  fin¬ 
ally  submitted  his  resignation,  effective  April  13. 

Hinston  has  been  hospitalized  at  Sibley  Hospital  in 
Washington  since  his  arrest  and  has  been  undergoing 
psychiatric  treatment. 

Originally,  Hinson  was  charged  with  oral  sodomy, 
but  the  charge  was  later  reduced  to  attempted 
sodomy. 

.  In  a  prepared  statement  released  here,  Hinson  said 
the  decision  to  resign  was  “painful  and  difficult.” 

“It  is  now  obvious  that  my  effectiveness  as  a  con¬ 
gressman  would  be  severely  impaired  if  not  rendered 
altogether  impossible  were  I  to  attempt  to  carry  on  in 
the  office  to  which  I  have  been  twice  elected. 

“I  have  been  honest  with  my  constituents.  I  have 
tried  to  speak  with  a  candor  and  an  openness  which 
the  people  of  the  district  deserve,  and  which  would 
reflect  credit  on  the  office  I  hold. 

“I  have  faced  the  fact  that,  for  the  time,  I  am  emo¬ 
tionally  unable  to  continue  my  work  and  must  concen¬ 
trate  the  total  of  my  energies  to  recovery,”  Hinson 
said. 

Hinson  did  not  mention  homosexuality  in  the 
statement. 

Last  August  8,  Hinson  disclosed  at  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  that  in  October  1977  he  survived  a  fire  at  a  Wash¬ 
ington  theater  called  the  Cinema  Follies,  an  all-male 
theater.  At  the  same  time,  Hinston  said  that  a  year 
before  the  fire,  he  was  arrested  at  the  Iwo  Jima 
Monument  in  Arlington  National  Cememtery,  a  popu¬ 
lar  gay|cru|sing  spot,  for  commiting  an  obscene  act. 
The  case  never  came  to  trial,  and  he  paid  a  $100  fine 
for  committing  a  public  nuisance.  But  Hinston  denied 
being  a  homosexual. 


quickies 

Loquacious  Florida  activist  Bob  Kunst  has 
started  yet  another  organization,  this  one  to  be  called 
“Oral  Majority”  (guess  why).  He  says  the  new  group’s 
goals  are  a  presidential  executive  order  banning  dis¬ 
crimination,  a  federal  “privacy  act”  similar  to  the  one 
passed  in  Florida  last  November,  a  “national  effort  for 
‘consenting  adult’  legislation  in  24  states,”  “quality 
sex  education  in  the  schools,”  an  end  to  victimless 
crimes,  and  “high  role  model’  visability  [sic]  nation¬ 
wide.”  To  accomplish  the  latter  end,  comments  the 
Miami  Herald’s  Mike  Putney,  Kunst  writes  “intermin¬ 
able  screeds”  and  ‘senfds]  copies  to  everyone  east  of 
the  Mississippi”.  . . .  Playwright-scenarist-critic- 
novelist  Gore  Vidal  is  contemplating  a  run  for  the 
Senate  from  California  in  1982,  according  to  the  new 
York  Times.  The  Times  quotes  Vidal  as  saying  that  he 
would  run  on  an  “anti-Pentagon,  anti-CIA,  anti- 
American  Empire”  platform,  and  that,  if  elected,  he 
would  attempt  to  change  the  Constitution  and  insti¬ 
tute  a  parliamentary  system.  He  says  he  thinks  he  has 

a  chance  of  being  elected _ St.  Luke  in  the  Fields,  a 

160-year-old  Manhattan  church  that  served  as  a  center 
for  many  gay  and  feminist  groups  in  the  area,  was 
heavily  damaged  by  fire  early  this  month,  reports  the 
New  York  Times.  Rector  Ledlie  I.  Laughlin  Jr.  plans  to 
rebuild.  . . .  Columnist  Marilyn  Beck  reports  that  a 
George  Hamilton  comedy  film  now  in  production 
started  out  as  Zorro,  The  Gay  Blade;  it  was  changed  to 
just  Zorro  after  fears  that  it  would  lose  customers  in 
the  Midwest,  but  Hamilton  and  20th  Century  Fox  have 
decided  to  risk  it  and  have  changed  the  title  back. 
Keep  an  eye  on  this  one;  it  sounds  as  if  conservatives 
won’t  be  the  only  ones  who  find  it  offensive.  ...  a 
professionally-staffed  counseling  hotline  to  serve  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  has  opened  in  Los 
Angeles,  the  24-hour  hotline’s  number  is 
(213)650-6736. . . . 


upcoming  conferences 

Caucus  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Physician  Assis¬ 
tants  of  the  American  Academy  of  Physician  Assis¬ 
tants  will  meet  at  the  ninth  annual  Physician 
Assistant  Conference  in  San  Diego,  April  12-16.  For 
further  information  and  membership  form,  write  to  co¬ 
coordinators  Ron  Vachon,  45  Crosby  Street,  New 
York,  NY  10012,  or  Clover  Jacobson,  1  Mixter  Road, 
Holden,  MA  01520.... New  Ways  Ministry  is 
sponsoring  and  conducting  a  weekend  retreat  for 
Catholic  and  other  Christian  lesbians  in  Philadelphia, 
May  8-10.  The  cost  of  the  weekend  is  $55,  which 
includes  registration  fee,  materials,  room  and  meals. 
For  more  information  or  to  register,  contact  New 
Ways  Ministry,  4012  29th  Street,  Mt.  Rainier,  MD 
20822,  (301)  864-7149. ..  .Advance  plans  are  being 
made  for  a  1982  statewide  gathering  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  Alabama.  To  be  placed  on  the 
conference’s  mailing  list  or  to  help  plan,  write 
Alabama  Conference,  P.O.  Box  73062,  Birmingham, 
AL  35223,  or  call  (205)  251-0682  between  6  and  10  pm. 
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Women  Charge 
Police  Abuse 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON — A  progressive  coali¬ 
tion,  including  a  lesbian  and  two 
gay  men,  has  won  by  comfortable 
margins  in  recent  student  elections 
at  the  Boston  campus  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Massachusetts. 

In  elections  held  February  17 
through  February  20,  Progressive 
Slate  candidates  defeated  oppon¬ 
ents  running  as  The  Ticket  for  20 
of  24  seats  on  the  Student  Activ¬ 
ities  Committee  (SAC)  and  for 
one  of  the  two  student  positions 
on  the  university  system  board  of 
trustees 

Allyson  Hurley,  a  lesbian,  and 
Jonathan  Eber,  a  gay  man,  are 
among  the  new  SAC  members  and 
Don  Babets,  also  a  gay  man,  will 
serve  with  full  voting  rights  on  the 
board  of  trustees. 

Babets  received  653  votes  to  his 
opponent’s  234  and  other  Slate 
candidates  won  by  similar  margins. 

SAC  is  responsible  for  disburs¬ 
ing  some  $350,000  in  student  activ¬ 
ities  fees  on  the  Boston  campus 
and  the  board  of  trustees  sets  gen¬ 
eral  policy  for  the  university  sys¬ 
tem.  The  14  other  trustees  include 
a  student  from  the  Amherst  cam¬ 
pus  and  chancellors  from  the  Bos¬ 


ton,  Amherst  and  Worcester 
branches.  The  remainder  of  the 
trustees  are  appointees  of  Gover¬ 
nor  Ed  King  and  are  described  by 
Babets  as  conservative  business¬ 
men. 

“I  feel  very  good  winning  as  an 
openly  gay  man  on  campus,” 
Eber  said.  “It’s  sort  of  a  victory 
for  gay  people.”  * 

Observers  report  that  the 
Progressive  Slate  was  supported 
by  blacks,  Hispanics,  international 
students,  straight  women  and  pro¬ 
gressives  in  general  as  well  as  by 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  The  Ticket, 
in  keeping  with  tradition,  was 
backed  by  the  sizable  Irish-Amer- 
ican  community  on  campus. 

Of  the  20  new  SAC  members, 
four  are  black,  four  are  Hispanic 
and  two  are  international  students. 

Slate  candidates  opposed  tui¬ 
tion  hikes  and  urged  effective  ac¬ 
tion  against  sexual  harassment, 
enforcement  of  the  school’s  anti- 
discrimination  policy,  an  increase 
in  bilingual  services  and  greater 
student  input  in  policy  decisions. 
In  the  only  face-to-face  debate  of 
the  campaign,  Babets  argued  for 
unionization  of  the  student  body 
while  his  opponent,  Geof  Lyon, 


opposed  unionization. 

Babets  also  argued  against  mili¬ 
tary  recruitment  on  campus,  the 
subject  of  a  separate  referendum 
question. !  On  the  referendum,  stu¬ 
dents  voted  against  military  re¬ 
cruiters  but  not  by  the  two-thirds 
margin  required  to  make  the  vote 
binding  on  university  officials. 
Robert  Corrigan,  chancellor  of 
the  Boston  campus,  overturned 
the  referendum  vote  on  March  23, 
approving  plans  for  the  Marine 
Corps  recruiters  to  work  on  campus 
beginning  March  25. 

Although  homosexuality  was 
never  openly  at  issue  in  any  of 
the  campaigns,  Babets  said,  the 
university’s  gay  center  received 
harassing  telephone  calls  in  the 
weeks  prior  to  the  election,  their 
posters  were  torn  down  and  the 
door  to  their  office  was  effaced. 
On  February  20,  the  last  day  the 
polls  were  open,  the  cento-  reoeived 
an  anonymous  bomb  threat  at 
2:30  pm,  half  an  hour  after  the 
polls  had  closed,  but  police  who 
'searched  the  premises  found  no 
bomb. 

Babets  attributes  this  year’s 
progressive  victory  to  a  combining 
Continued  on  Page  6 


By  David  Morris 

LYNN,  MA — Three  women 
claim  that  Lynn  police  abused  them 
physically  and  verbally  and  de¬ 
prived  them  of  their  constitutional 
rights  during  recent  incidents  out¬ 
side  a  bar  and  later  at  the  local 
police  station. 

Susan  DeYoung  and  Arista 
Navickas  of  Boston  and  Ramona 
Maliawco  of  Lynn  told  GCN  that 
eight  police  officers  beat  them  with 
clubs,  maced  them  and  shouted 
obscenities  at  them  beginning  about 
8:00  pm  on  Sunday,  March  22, 
while  arresting  them  on  charges  of 
disorderly  conduct  and  other  of¬ 
fenses  and  later  at  the  police  sta¬ 
tion,  where  they  refused  to  let  the 
women  make  telephone  calls  once 
they  had  been  jailed. 

The  three  women  said  that  after 
spending  about  an  hour  at  Fran’s 
Place,  they  were  having  a  heated 
discussion  on  the  street  outside 
when  police  officers  drove  up  and 
told  them  to  go  back  into  the  bar. 
The  women  said  they  refused  be¬ 
cause  their  argument  might  create 
a  disturbance  inside.  They  claim 
the  police  grabbed  them,  hand¬ 
cuffed  them,  maced  them  and  hit 
the  m  with  billy  clubs,  then  summoned 


more  police.  Three  more  cruisers 
and  a  paddy  wagon  soon  appeared, 
they  said. 

The  women  said  that  after  hand¬ 
cuffing  them,  police  officers 
threw  them  into  the  paddy  wagon 
and  sprayed  mace  at  them  before 
closing  the  doors. 

The  women  quote  officers  at 
the  station  as  saying  laughingly, 
“There’s  three  fucking  lesbians 
here.”  One  officer  is  alleged  to 
have  told  them,  “If  you  want  to 
be  men,  we’ll  treat  you  like  men.” 

DeYoung,  Navickas  and  Mali¬ 
awco  told  GCN  that  they  were  not 
informed  of  the  charges  against 
them  until  some  time  after  they 
had  been  jailed.  They  said  they 
were  told  telephone  calls  would  be 
made  on  their  behalf  by  police 
officers. 

Maliawco  was  released  on  bail 
at  about  1:30  am  but  DeYoung 
and  Navickas  were  held  until  about 
8:30  am  on  Monday,  March  23. 

When  contacted  by  GCN,  Lynn 
police  refused  comment  on  the 
case. 

Boston  attorney  John  Ward, 
who  will  represent  at  least  one  of 
the  women,  told  GCN  their  trial 
has  been  set  for  April  14. 
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Marilyn  Humphries 

Lisa  Gallatin  (with  megaphone)  leads  demonstrators  in  a  protest  against  Boston  department  store  Jordan 
Marsh’s  “Jack  and  Jill”  advertising  campaign.  The  protesters  said  the  campaign  was  classist,  sexist,  racist, 
and  ageist.  Display  windows  accompanying  the  campaign  have  since  been  changed. 


Jepson  To  Reintroduce 
Family  Protection  Act 


By  Chris  Guilfoy 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  “They 
are  being  tightlipped.  It  could  be 
reintroduced  in  the  next  two  to 
three  weeks,  or  then  again  it  might 
be  tomorrow.”  That’s  what  Steve 
Endean  of  the  Gay  Rights  Na¬ 
tional  Lobby  (GRNL)  is  specu¬ 
lating  about  the  timing  of  the  rein¬ 
troduction  of  the  Family  Protec¬ 
tion  Act  of  1979  (FPA)  into  the 
U.S.  Senate. 

The  Family  Protection  Act,  one 
of  whose  sponsors  is  Paul  Laxalt 
(R-NV)  is  a  potpourri  of  right- 
wing  causes  and  is  being  watched 
closely  by  progressives  and  moder¬ 
ates  from  across  the  country.  The 
bill  will  be  reintroduced  by  Sen. 
Roger  Jepson  (R-IA). 

Endean’s  speculation  concern¬ 
ing  timing  may  well  be  accurate  as 
Gina  Bessey,  legislative  assistant 
to  Jepson,  told  GCN,  “Right  now 
it  [the  bill]  is  up  for  redrafting. 
This  is  the  fourth  draft,  and  hope¬ 
fully  when  it  comes  down,  it  won’t 
have  any  kinks.  [If  no  further  revi¬ 
sions  are  needed]  it  could  be  rein¬ 
troduced  in  two  weeks.” 

However,  Laxalt’s  aide,  Debbie 
Dick,  told  GCN,  “I  would  think 
reintroduction  is  a  way  down  the 


road  simply  because  they’re  try- 
ingto  get  the  budget  through  right 
now  [and  that  is  the  priority].” 

While  many  on  Capitol  Hill 
have  been  wondering  when  FPA 
will  be  reintroduced,  many  have 
also  wondered  why  the  man  chief¬ 
ly  associated  with  the  bill,  Paul 
Laxalt,  will  not  be  the  one  to  rein¬ 
troduce  it  into  the  Senate.  In  an  ar¬ 
ticle  appearing  in  Ms  Lisa  Cronin 
Wohl  reported,  “Capitol  insiders 
say  the  Family  Protection  Act  is 
too  much  for  even  Reagan  to 
stomach  and  that  Laxalt,  after  his 
heady  days  as  Reagan’s  campaign 
manager,  does  not  want  to  pro¬ 
pose  major  legislation  that  lacks 
the  President’s  full  support.” 

Laxalt’s  office  maintains  that  he 
deferred  to  those  with  better  com¬ 
mittee  assignments,  while  Jepson’s 
office  told  GCN  that  the  two 
senators  will  “hold  a  press  con¬ 
ference  in  about  two  weeks”  to 
discuss  the  bill  more  fully  and  to 
explain  why  Laxalt  “is  handing  the 
mantle  over  to  Jepson.” 

The  Family  Protection  Act  of 
1979,  according  to  Endean  of 
GRNL,  is  “officially  the  brain 
child  of  the  Moral  Majority.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Free  Congress  Founda¬ 


tion,  (particularly)  Connie  Marsh- 
ner.mayhave  done  the  real  work  in 
putting  it  together.” 

Because  the  bill  is  currently  be¬ 
ing  redrafted,  it  is  still  uncertain 
precisely  what  its  content  and  for¬ 
mat  will  be.  However,  the  1979 
version  was  an  omnibus  bill  en¬ 
compassing  32  concepts  within 
five  areas  which  right-wing  conser¬ 
vatives  believe  will  “strengthen  the 
traditional  family,  the  home,  the 
church  and  the  private  school.” 
According  to  Moral  Majority  Inc., 
“The  success  of  its  passage 
depends  upon  the  cooperative  sup¬ 
port  of  traditional,  family- 
oriented  patriots  and  Christians 
across  America.” 

According  to  a  leaflet  published 
by  the  Moral  Majority,  Inc.,  the 
bill  will  cover  the  areas  of  educa¬ 
tion,  welfare,  First  Amendment 
guarantees,  taxation  and  domestic 
relations.  Under  the  heading  of 
education  are  provisions  such  as 
one  which  would  deny  federal 
funds  to  any  state  which  “pro¬ 
hibits  voluntary  prayer  in  the 
schools,”  and  another  which 
would  give  school  boards  the  right 
to  limit  or  prohibit  coed  activities. 


Wide  Coalition  Helps  Elect 
Gay  Students  At  UMass 


Hearings  Held 
On  Mass.  Bills 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON — The  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Labor 
of  the  Massachusetts  legislature 
heard  testimony  recently  on  a  bill 
to  prohibit  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  in  a  broad  range  of 
areas. 

House  Bill  4076  would'protectjles- 
bians  and  gay  men  in  employment, 
housing,  credit,  public  accomoda¬ 
tions,  insurance,  union  member¬ 
ship  and  the  leasing  of  commercial 
space. 

With  Rep.  Mel  King  of  Boston 
and  Rep.  Barbara  Gray  of  Framing¬ 
ham  as  its  chief  sponsors  this  ses¬ 
sion,  the  bill  has  the  same  provi¬ 
sions  as  legislation  introduced  re¬ 
peatedly  in  the  past  by  Barney 
Frank,  now  a  member  of  the  U.S. 

House  of  Representatives  but 
formerly  state  representative  for 
Boston’s  Eighth  Suffolk  District. 

Another  bill,  H4134,  which 
would  prohibit  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in 
public  employment,  was  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  testimony  before  the  Public 
Services  Committee  on  February  8. 

It  has  not  yet  been  voted  on. 

The  narrower  public  employ¬ 
ment  bill  has  come  within  a  few 
votes  of  passage  in  past  sessions 

Castration  Bill 


and  is  considered  to  have  a  con¬ 
siderably  better  chance  this  year 
than  H4076. 

At  the  March  24  hearing  on 
H4076,  Rep.  Tom  Vallely,  who  re¬ 
placed  Frank  as  representative  of 
the  Eighth  District,  stated,  “Un¬ 
like  bias  against  skin  color,  eth¬ 
nicity,  religious  expression,  age  or 
sex,  gay  citizens  have  no  legal  re¬ 
course  when  facing  discrimination 
on  the  job.”  H4076,  he  said, 
would  provide  that  legal  recourse. 

After  noting  the  gradual  but 
widespread  change  in  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  lesbians  and  gay  men,  Val¬ 
lely  said,  “It  would  be  a  tragedy  if 
this  state,  once  settled  by  a  re¬ 
ligious  group  discriminated  against 
because  of  their  faith,  denies  gay 
citizens  the  rights  we  once  crossed 
the  sea  for.” 

Steve  Tierney,  legislative  affairs 
chair  .  of  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  Political  Caucus  (MGPC), 
argued  that  without  protective 
legislation,  “there  is  no  recourse 
for  a  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth 
who  is  denied  these  basic  rights 
based  on  the  insignificant  fact  of 
his  or  her  sexual  preference.” 

The  MGPC  is  the  chief  lobby¬ 
ing  group  for  both  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  bills. 


Continued  from  Page  1 
sure  and  “because  it  isn’t  manda¬ 
tory  like  the  last  time.” 

“Besides,  law  makers  some¬ 
times  vent  their  anger  and  frustra¬ 
tion  about  a  crime  [that  they  can 
not  seem  to  curb]  by  doing 
anything  and  hoping  that  the 
system  will  straighten  it  out.  I 
expect  the  senate  will  take  it  [the 
amendment]  out.” 

Fair  said  that  the  idea  of  using 
“asexualization”  to  combat  rape 
“needs  more  study.  We  need  to 
talk  to  psychiatrists  and  physicians 
first.” 

However,  he  added,  “Rape  is  a 
sex  crime,  not  a  violent  crime  .  .  . 
and  whether  castration  can  truly 
lower  a  rapist’s  sex  drive  ...  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen.  With  a  stud 
horse,  once  you  clip  them,  they’re 
calmer.  This  might  be  an  alterna¬ 
tive  we  could  look  at  to  make  these 
people  productive  again.” 

Katie  Kenner,  from  the  Boston 
Rape  Crisis  Center,  disagrees  with 
Fair.  “Rape  is  a  crime  of  violence, 
just  like  wife  abuse  and  women 
getting  beaten  on  the  street,”  she 


said. 

“Obviously,  if  it’s  against  (the 
victim’sjwill,  it’s  violence,  not  sex. 
A  lot  of  men  who  are  rapists  have 
satisfying  sex  lives  at  home.” 

“I  think  castration  is  barbaric.” 
said  a  member  of  Oklahomans  for 
Human  Rights  (OHR)  who  asked 
to  remain  anonymous.  “Certainly 
it  will  decrease  the  chance  of  a  rap¬ 
ist  repeating  his  crime,  but  he  will 
simply  choose  another  form  of 
violence.” 

Fair  also  said  that  he  does  not 
think  the  language  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  adequately  protected  the 
convict  from  being  coerced  into 
submitting  to  castration.  A  section 
of  the  amendment  read,  “The 
length  of  incarceration  in  sen¬ 
tences  shall  not  be  increased  to 
disproportionate  length  in  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  encourage  asexualization  of 
the  convicted  offender.” 

The  bill  to  which  the  amend- 
iment  was  attached,  House  Bill 
!#1 1 72,  sought  to  lower  the  age  of 
{consent  from  16  to  14  years  of  age 
and  increase  penalties  for  con- 
Continued  on  Page  7 
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Community  Voices 


it’s  not  time 


which  side  are  you  on? 


Dear  GCN, 

The  elation  of  Christian  Voice,  an  anti-gay 
lobby,  over  the  February  17th  National  Gay  Task 
Force  letter  to  Rep.  Pete  McCloskey  should  come 
as  no  surprise.  That  NGTF  follows  the  advice  of 
this  acknowledged  opposition  to  lie  “low  and  not 
be  active”  and  “not. ..fight  for  [NGTF’s]  own 
goals”  discredits  an  organization  that  once  could 
justifiably  claim  leadership  of  the  lesbian/gay 
movement.  Unfortunately,  this  recent  action  by 
the  co-executive  directors  is  not  an  isolataed 
incident. 

Throughout  its  stormy  history,  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  has  been  maligned  as 
(1)  an  “establishment”  organization  (2)  without 
any  expertize  of  its  own  (3)  which  constantly 
takes  credit  for  the  work  of  others.  Over  the  last 
two  years,  however,  we,  too,  have  deserted  the 
ranks  of  staunch  Task  Force  defenders  to  join  the 
critic’s  camp,  primarily  because  the  current  co¬ 
executive  directorship  has: 

—  abandoned  popular  and  successful  projects 
to  the  point  where  what  remains  is  a 
programmatic  shell; 

—  failed  to  stem  the  organization’s  financial 
decline  (despite  each  co-director’s  continued 
$28, 000/year  salary  plus  $400  honorarium  per 
speaking  engagement  on  NGTF  time); 

—  misdirected  lobbying  efforts,  such  as  in  the 
area  of  immigration  (preoccupation  with  pre¬ 
dictably  unproductive  Select  Commission . 
hearings,  and  initial  opposition  to  the  Cran¬ 
ston  bill  (S2210)  that  would  permit  homosex¬ 
ual  aliens  to  enter  the  United  States); 

—  intervened  continuously  into  the  legislative 
arena  of  Capitol  Hill  without  coordination  of 
those  efforts  with  either  the  Universal  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Metropolitan  Community  Churches 
(UFMCC)  or  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby 
(GRNL); 

—  the  co-executive  directors  endorsed  Presi¬ 
dent  Carter  for  re-election.  This  severely  com¬ 
promised  NGTF’s  non-partisan  status  (result¬ 
ing  in  the  appearance  that  its  leadership  was 
“in  bed”  with  the  Carter  administration)  and 
that  now  seriously  hampers  the  Task  Force’s 
effectiveness  in  advancing  lesbian/gay  rights 
under  the  new  administration; 

—  orchestrated  an  unsuccessful  Wall  Street- 
style  take-over  of  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  that  has  strained  relations  between 

those  two  organizational  goliaths. 

The  recent  action  of  the  NGTF  co-executive  di¬ 
rectors,  however,  is  the  most  regrettable  miscal¬ 
culation  to  date.  A  February  17th  letter,  written 
by  Charlie  Brydon  and  signed  by  Lucia  Valeska, 
to  Josh  Teitlebaum,  aide  to  Rep.  Pete  McClos¬ 
key,  Jr.  (R-CA)  urged  the  Congressman  not  “at 
this  time  or  in  the  immediate  foreseeable  future” 
to  introduce  legislation  in  the  House  that  would 
prohibit  discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  military. 

The  co-executive  directors  justified  their 
request  on  the  grounds  that  “the  climate  in  the 
present  Congress  is  one  of  great  caution  when  it 
comes  to  dealing  with  emotionally  charged  issues 
for  which  the  Members  lack  a  clear  sense  of  con¬ 
stituent  attitude.  Gay  rights  is  one  of  those 
issues.” 

The  Task  Force  letter  followed  a  GRNL  explor¬ 
atory  session  two  weeks  earlier  with  Rep. 
McCloskey  on  the  subject  of  the  Congressman’s 
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possible  introduction  of  prophylactic  legislation 
to  counter  the  January  16  Department  of  Defense 
anti-gay  directive.  The  facts  that  GRNL  had  com¬ 
municated  information  about  this  meeting  indi¬ 
rectly  to  NGTF,  the  timely  nature  of  the  NGTF 
letter  to  the  Congressman  after  the  GRNL  meet¬ 
ing,  and  the  failure  of  the  co-executive  directors 
to  inform  GRNL  of  their  McCloskey  letter  prior 
to  or  after  its  delivery  clearly  demonstrate  beyond 
a  reasonable  doubt  that  the  Task  Force  intended 
to  torpedo  GRNL’s  legislative  work.  Not  only  are 
the  co-executive  directors’  Machiavellian  tactics 
reprehensible  in  their  callous  and  deliberate  dis¬ 
regard  for  organizational  protocol,  the  co-direc¬ 
tors’  letter  impairs  the  reputation  of  the  Task 
Force  as  a  zealous  advocate  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights. 

Opposition  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  to 
legislative  remedy,  relying  totally  on  judicial  chal¬ 
lenges  to  discriminiatory  immigration  and  mili¬ 
tary  policies,  is  politically  stupid  and  an  embar- 
assment  to  the  movement.  Moreover,  NGTF 
speculation  that  legislation  might  have  a  deleteri¬ 
ous  effect  upon  litigation  is  at  best  specious.  But 
most  important,  promotion  of  the  Task  Force 
under  the  banner  “It’s  Time”  smacks  of  hypoc¬ 
risy  when  NGTF  counsels  caution  and  inaction, 
“at  this  time  or  in  the  immediate,  foreseeable 
future”  from  our  elected  officials. 

A  seasoned  gay  activist  once  astutely  remarked 
to  us:  “If  we  did  not  have  NGTF,  we  would  have 
to  invent  it.”  Despite  the  Task  Force’s  imperfec¬ 
tions,  we  need  it.  Yet  an  organization  which  is 
unable  or  unwilling  to  reform  itself  will  not  con¬ 
tinue  in  a  position  of  prominence.  It’s  time  for  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Board  of  Directors  to 
assert  itself  and  to  redress  this  longstanding 
pattern  of  abuse  and  misjudgement  under  the 
Valeska/Brydon  administration. 

Clint  Hockenberry 
John  Stansell 
Washington,  DC 


a  good  way  to  go 

Dear  GCN 

About  the  priest  who  died  in  the  theatre  show¬ 
ing  erotic  films:  I  don’t  have  Mitzel’s  article  in 
front  of  me,  and  I  can’t  remember  exactly  what 
was  said  in  it,  but  I  feel  I  must  come  to  his 
defense. 

Did  he  or  did  he  not  report  something  as  it  hap¬ 
pened?  If  he  did,  then  I  don’t  believe  he  can  be 
faulted. 

I  wonder  if  the  people  who  disagreed  with  and 
decried  his  reporting  would  rather  have  had  Mit- 
zel  say  that  the  priest  died  in  the  rectory,  as  the 
archdiocese  (or  whoever)  said  he  did.  Not  only 
was  Mitzel  correct  in  exposing  the  hypocrisy  of 
■the  Catholic  church  and  its  priests,  but  his  article, 
it  seems  to  me,  did  much  to  dramatize  the 
church’s  repression,  even  at  its  core.  And  this 
priest,  this  counsellor  —  how  can  he  not  have 
passed  on  his  repression  and  guilt  and  need  to 
hide  to  those  he  counselled?  Is  this  activism?  Is 
this  what  Dignity  wants,  is  all  about?  I  wonder 
what  excuses  they’ll  make. 

Above  all  this,  I  can’t  understand  why  these 
people  who  criticize  Mitzel’s  reporting  think  it’s 
so  terrible  that  a  man  was  found  dead  in  a  theatre 
showing  films  which  give  pleasue,  in  a  place  to 
which  people  go  to  find  direct  physical  contact.  I 
don’t  doubt  that  they  would  find  no  fault  with  a 
report  that  the  man  was  found  dead  at  home  in 
bed,  behind  the  wheel  of  his  car,  or  on  the  street. 
Any  of  these  places  would  have  been  respectable 
places  to  die.  The  sadness  of  the  whole  affair  is 
that  a  gay  brother  died,  and  at  a  rather  young  age, 
and  that  he  wasted  so  much  of  his  life  trying  to 
(and  is  some  cases  succeeding,  I  suppose)  draw 
people  to  the  mythological  figure  called  Christ 
and  into  one  of  the  most  repressive,  destructive 
and  obscene  organizations  in  the  history  of  the 
world. 

To  the  critics  of  Mitzel:  I  thiqk  you’ve  got  “sex 
is  dirty”  on  the  brain.  Be  glad  that  the  priest  died 
as  he  did.  We  should  all  be  lucky  enough  to  go 
that  way.  I’m  not  being  flip  when  I  say  that,  if  it’s 
true  that  the  priest  was  found  with  his  pants 
down,  maybe  it  can  be  assumed  (hoped,  at  least) 
that  his  last  moments  were  ecstatic  ones.  After  all, 
he  could  have  been  saying  mass,  wasting  his  time 
and  the  time  of  everyone  else  foolish  enough  to 
attend  the  service. 

In  gay  struggle, 

Don  Barrington 
New  York,  NY 


GCN  folks, 

I  have  just  read  Tova  Green’s  review  of  the 
Association  of  Women  in  Psychology  conven¬ 
tion  and  I  am  glad  she  found  so  much  that  went 
right  with  the  conference  to  extoll.  I  am  glad  the 
conference  chose  to  try  to  acknowledge  the  right¬ 
ful  place  of  women  who  also  happen  to  be  “min¬ 
ority”  (sic),  lesbians,  older,  physically  disabled, 
mental  patients  and/or  Jewish  as  members  of  our 
community.  Beyond  the  issue  of  whether  these 
goals  were  really  achieved  (for  instance,  I  see  no 
black  face  in  the  panel  photograph  but  then  I 
don’t  know  if  that’s  the  whole  panel)  is  the  point 
that  no  attempt  was  made  to  include  low  income 
women’s  issues. 

There  was  only  one  poorly  attended  workshop 
where  four  women  were  expected  to  lump  their 
presentations  together,  and  that  was  tacked  on 
after  the  impromptu  Sunday  morning  sessions 
when  most  women  had  stopped  attending  work¬ 
shops.  Tokenism,  blatantly.  It  was,  at  least,  a 
good  workshop. 

I  am  tired  of  my  issues  being  “left”  out.  I  am 
tired  of  crying.  I  am  no  longer  just  hurt,  just  an¬ 
gry;  I  am  furious.  This  community  purports  to 
want  to  support  all  its  members,  to  want  to  be  one 
big  happy  family,  yet  it  continues  to  ignore  the  is¬ 
sues  that  threaten  my  survival. 

I  have  always  been  poor  and  have  been  living 
below  the  poverty  level  with  my  back  against  the 
wall  for  as  long  as  I  can  remember.  I  don’t  choose 
to  have  to  go  without  food.  I  am  not  crazy.  I  am 
not  uneducated;  somehow  I  got  through  two 
years  of  college,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  The  reasons 
that  any  of  us  are  poor  are  complex  and  aside 
from  some  pretty  insulting  myths,  unknown  to 
most  of  you  (the  “community”)  because  you 
have  never  listened,  when  I  have  spoken  politely. 
I  am  through  with  politeness.  I’m  realizing  its 
middle  class  bullshit  anyway  and  I  am  not  alone. 

Depending  on  your  source  of  statistics  between 
20%  and  25%  of  the  people  in  this  country  are 
living  on  or  below  the  poverty  level,  which,  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  it,  is  $5 ,000/year  for  a  house¬ 
hold  of  four.  What  do  you  know  about  the  wo¬ 
men,  the  gay  brothers  who  live  like  this?  Do  you 
care  what  happens  to  a  quarter  of  us?  Another 
40%  of  us  are  working  poor,  barely  getting  by 
with  little  or  no  choices  for  anything  different. 
Why  are  our  issues  not  addressed? 

I’m  not  talking  about  downward  mobility.  I’m 
not  talking  about  idiotic  marxist  romaticism  and 
myths.  I’m  talking  about  oppression  and  respon¬ 
sibility,  drudgery  and  survival.  I’m  not  talking 
about  throwing  away  your  privileges  and  money 
and  becoming  oppressed  too.  I  don’t  want  more 
people  competing  with  me  trying  to  find  some 
cheap  tenement  to  live  in.  You  don’t  stop  oppres¬ 
sing  others  just  by  being  oppressed  (check  out  the 
black-Jewish  conflicts).  Your  fake  poorness  only 
closets  those  of  us  struggling  with  the  real  thing 
and  I’m  sick  of  it. 

Many  of  us  are  poor  because  of  discrimination 
based  on  sex,  race,  age  and  all  the  usual  “-isms.” 
Many  of  us  are  unable  to  get  a  job  because  we 
don’t  own  the  clothes  to  meet  the  job  interviews’ 
standards.  I  can’t  hold  a  job  because  somehow 
my  poor  background  always  shows.  I  have  learn- 
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ed  the  hard  way  that  I  stand  more  of  a  chance  of 
being  fired  for  letting  on  that  I  am  poor  than  if  I 
admit  to  being  gay,  an  immigrant’s  kid,  or  even  a 
sometime  union  organizer.  I  am  very  responsible 
and  far  from  “stupid”  (another  dubious 
judgment  anyway)  but  I  am  labeled  a  loser,  dis¬ 
missed  and  guaranteed  to  lose  again. 

And  that  is  only  the  beginning.  I  have  not  even 
mentioned  what  welfare  does  to  you.  Do  you 
know  how  much  a  mother  of  two  gets?  Do  you 
care  what  happens  to  us?  These  are  only  a  few  of 
the  issues. 

The  next  time  there  is  a  conference  I  hope  the 
women,  and  men,  of  this  community  will  show  a 
little  more  concern.  Come  to  the  workshops  and 
complain  when  there  aren’t  any  or  enough  at 
reasonable  times.  Very  few  low  income  women 
have  managed  to  survive  being  in  the  women’s 
community;  we  need  support  in  raising  these  is¬ 
sues  just  as  our  black  sisters  do  on  racism  and 
many  of  them  are  also  lower  income. 

You  will  be  hearing  more  from  us.  Part  of  my 
energy  to  write  this  letter  comes  from  a  recently 
formed  support  group  of  women  who  grew  up 
poor  and  working  class  where  we  share  our  pain 
and  anger.  That  anger  is  beginning  to  focus  and  I 
think  it  will  become  the  power  behind  a  major 
movement  to  empower  ourselves. 

I  hope  middle  class  women  will  get  together  and 
deal  with  their  feelings  around  money,  poverty 
and  abundance.  If  they/you  want  to  help  there 
are  things  you  can  do  but  guilt,  denial  and 
downward  mobility  are  not  useful.  Guilt  is  only 
an  ego  trip  (as  painful  as  it  may  be)  -  worrying 
about  what  others  think  of  you;  making  yourself 
poor  doesn’t  help  me  get  enough  to  eat;  denial 
only  provokes  confrontation.  The  time  for 
change  is  long  overdue. 

On  the  issue  of  poor  and  working  class 
women’s  representation,  the  Association  of  Wo¬ 
men  and  Psychology  Conference  and  the  Wo¬ 
men’s  Studies  Association  New  England  Con¬ 
ference  scored  atrociously.  The  National 
Women’s  Studies  Association  Conference  (May, 
Connecticut)  and  the  East  Coast  Women’s  Festi¬ 
val  (June.  Western  Massachusetts)  are  certainly 
headed  in  the  same  direction.  I  have  higher  hopes 
for  the  New  England  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Conference  but  experience  has  taught  me  to  be 
cynical.  We’ll  see. 

I’m  tired  of  fighting  my  supposed  sisters  about 
these  things.  I  need  my  energies  to  deal  with  my 
survival.  None  of  us  have  extra  energy  to  waste, 
anyway.  We  have  plenty  of  other  things  to  strug¬ 
gle  over.  We  all  need  to  work  together  for  every¬ 
body’s  needs.  My  poorer  sisters  and  I  are  part  of 
this  community  too.  “Forgetting”  us  is  unaccept¬ 
able  and  discrimination.  Which  side  are  you  on? 
Anni  Waterflow, 

Dorchester,  MA  - 

P.S.  What  ever  happened  to  GCN  article  on  gays, 
displacement  and  the  housing  crisis?  I  was  inter¬ 
viewed  over  a  year  ago.  How  about  a  little  affir¬ 
mative  action  —  like  making  a  commitment  to 
having  one  story  each  issue  that  is  relevant  to  low 
income  gays  and  also  one  particularly  relevant  to 
people  of  color? 


Is  GCN  Very  Special  to  You? 
You  Can  Be  Special  to  GCN: 

If  you’re  one  of  those  people  who  can’t  wait  for  your  copy  to  arrive;  or  always  find  your¬ 
self  talking  about  GCN  articles  to  friends;  or  wish  you  lived  in  Boston  so  you  could  help 
put  the  paper  out  —  here’s  your  chance  to  volunteer  for  GCN ! 

We’re  looking  for  people  all  over  the  country  who  can  help  us  promote  the  paper.  To 
keep  GCN  alive  financially,  and  to  reach  as  many  people  as  possible  with  the  ideas  in  GCN, 
we’d  like  to  get  as  many  subscribers  as  possible.  With  Gay  Pride  Month  coming  up  soon, 
we’d  especially  like  to  start  planning  now  to  get  thousands  of  free  copies  given  away  at  Gay 
Pride  events  and  marches  all  over  the  nation.  If  you’d  like  to  help  with  this,  please  write 
and  let  us  know. 

We  are  also  planning  some  advertising  that  includes  the  use  of  endorsements.  If  you  have 
something  nice  to  say  about  why  you  read  GCN,  or  why  it  is  helpful  to  your  organization, 
please  send  it  in.  (We  don’t  have  to  use  your  name.)  Yes,  we’re  Fishing  for  compliments! 

To  volunteer  or  send  your  endorsement,  write  to  Promotions  Department,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

P.S.  And  don’t  forget,  everyone  out  there  can  help  us  by  turning  a  friend  on  to  GCN.  Give 
a  friend  a  copy,  a  gift  sub,  or  even  just  a  subscription  blank  —  and  help  us  make  it  through 
these  slow,  post-Holiday-and-everybody’s-broke  months.  Thank  you  all. 
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Speaking  Out - - 

Straight  Talk 


By  Donald  Vining 

In  these  days  when  the  Moral  Majority  and  other  adversaries  are  on  a  rampaging  cam¬ 
paign  to  drive  gays  back  into  the  closet,  at  the  very  least,  most  of  us  realize  that  it’s  crucial  for 
the  gay  world  to  unite.  What  fewer  seem  to  realize  is  that  it  is  equally  necessary  for  gays  and 
lesbians  to  mix  freely  in  the  straight  world,  to  be  conspicuously  contributory  to  society  and  to 
have  our  virtues  properly  credited  to  us  rather  than  entered  mistakenly  in  the  ledger  of  the 
public  mind  in  the  column  of  the  straights.  Not  only  can  we  not  afford  to  shun  any  segment  of 
the  gay  community  —  the  nellie  queens,  the  S  &  M  leather  types,  the  boy  lovers,  the  lesbians 
or  whatever  turns  us  off  —  but  we  can  even  less  afford  to  hold  ourselves  apart  from  the 
straight  world  or  to  move  about  it  in  disguise  and  wearing  masks. 

Just  as  the  women  fighting  for  women’s  suffrage  had,  in  the  end,  to  depend  on  men  to 
grant  them  access  to  the  polls  since  there  was  no  way  they  could  vote  their  own  rights  into 
being,  so  gays  and  lesbians  are  ultimately  dependent  on  the  straight  world  to  bestow  on  them 
their  civil  rights.  Even  with  the  diverse  segments  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  world  working 
together  in  a  Utopian  unity,  the  whole  lot  of  us  would  still  be  a  minority.  A  sizable  minority 
but  definitely  a  minority.  There  is  no  possible  way  we  can  win  our  rights  except  by  persuading 
the  straight  world  that  we  deserve  them.  Such  persuasion  is  highly  unlikely  if  we  merely 
exhort  from  barricades;  we  must  mingle  with  heterosexuals  as  openly  gay  co-workers,  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  friends  until  vast  numbers  have  their  eyes  opened  as  to  how  little  the  great  majority 
of  us  conform  to  negative  stereotypes. 

Straight  people  who  do  not  know,  or  do  not  know  that  they  know,  any  gays,  can  accept 
all  the  mythology  about  us  that  is  paramount  in  the  propaganda  of  our  enemies.  If,  however, 
they  have  been  dinner  guests  of  a  gay  or  lesbian  couple,  have  worked  beside  us  in  full 
knowledge  that  the  mate  or  lover  we  were  meeting  after  work  was  of  our  own  sex,  have  enter¬ 
tained  us  at  parties  where  we  proved  no  less  charming,  intelligent,  and  considerate  than  the 
heterosexuals,  they  simply  cannot  thereafter  be  persuaded  to  go  along  with  the  Jerry  Falwells 
and  Anita  Bryants  of  this  world.  They  are  not  going  to  believe  that  their  children  or  the 
republic  are  going  to  be  corrupted  by  people  such  as  the  gay  male  or  lesbian  neighbors  who 
were  so  concerned  and  helpful  during  their  recent  emergency.  Neither  are  we  gays  going  to 
believe  all  straights  are  our  opponents  when  we  number  so  many  as  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances. 

Prejudice  of  all  kinds  —  against  blacks,  Jews,  Catholics,  women,  or  gays  —  can  exist 
only  if  one’s  contacts  with  the  minority  in  question  are  limited.  The  moment  one  knows  large 
numbers  of  people  in  any  ethnic  or  minority  group,  one  sees  how  various  they  are,  how  few 
fit  the  myths.  It  becomes  almost  impossible  to  finish  perjorative  statements  such  as  “The 
Irish  always  — ”,  “The  Italians  always  — ”,  “Old  people  always  — ”  because  so  many  excep¬ 
tions  come  quickly  to  mind  that  one’s  tongue  is  tied.  The  sooner  gays  who  mix  with  straights 
but  hide  their  gayness  and  their  masquerade,  the  sooner  those  out  but  ghettoizing  themselves 
rejoin  the  world  at  large,  the  sooner  will  the  straight  world  be  won  over  to  the  justness  of  our 
cause. 

There  can  be  comfort  in  being  among  our  own  (though  some  of  us  feel  acute  discomfort 
too  at  having  to  admit  that  certain  types  of  whose  behavior  we  disapprove  must  be  considered 
our  own).  There  is  also  comfort,  however,  in  being  among  straights  who  know  full  well  that 
we  are  gay  and  yet  nevertheless  accept  us  fully.  There  is  comfort  and,  what’s  more,  there  is  an 
increase  of  strength  for  the  whole  gay  liberation  movement.  Being  openly  and  unselfcon¬ 
sciously  gay  in  the  larger  context  of  the  world  as  a  whole  is  arguably  the  single  most  effective 
strategy  gays  can  employ  to  end  homophobia.  Litigation  and  political  pressure  have  their 
uses  but  even  they  are  apt  to  be  more  effective  if  tendencies  to  separatism  are  quashed  at  every 
turn  and  we  act  as  if  we  believed  what  we  say  when  we  insist  we  are  merely  a  subgroup  of  the 
human  species,  no  better  and  no  worse  than  the  others. 

By  and  large  people  take  one  at  one’s  own  evaluation.  If  one  radiates  self-confidence 
and  self-respect,  the  vast  majority  of  people  will  conclude  that  the  confidence  and  respect  are 
warranted.  Trying  to  hide  one’s  gayness  leads  others  to  suppose  there  is  something  that  needs 
hiding,  something  distasteful,  something  we  are  right  to  feel  guilty  about.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  one  behaves  as  though  one’s  sexual  orientation  is  nothing  that  should  concern  anyone 
but  the  parties  involved,  both  the  educated  and  uneducated  classes  tend  to  conclude  that  it’s  a 
matter  of  no  moment  to  them.  Just  as  the  crowd  tends  to  accept  one’s  own  view  of  one’s  at¬ 
tractiveness,  intelligence,  success,  or  failure,  so  it  will  smell  a  sense  of  guilt  and  pounce  upon 
it  or  it  will  detect  a  sense  of  casual  self-acceptance  and  go  along  with  it. 

I  speak  of  accepting  one’s  “sexual”  orientation  rather  than  “sexual  and  affectional” 
orientation  as  we  are  nowadays  encouraged  to  say  because  I  devoutly  hope  that  nobody  in  the 
gay  world  really  confines  their  capacity  for  affection  to  the  gender  toward  which  they  art 
sexually  drawn,  nor  to  the  age  group  with  which  they  might  be  sexually  involved.  Affection  is 
something  I  hope  we  can  all  radiate  for  grandparents,  aunts,  uncles,  cousins,  teachers,  neigh¬ 
bors,  co-workers  and  others  with  whom  one  would  not  for  a  moment  consider  sexual  involve¬ 
ment.  Invariably  the  more  affection  one  feels  and  displays,  the  more  one  receives;  conse¬ 
quently,  affection  freely  felt  and  expressed  for  heterosexuals  will  pay  huge  dividends  in  the 
crunch. 

One  cannot,  of  course'  live  one’s  whole  life  simply  to  advance  the  cause  of  gay  rights.  If 
straights  were  the  ogres  gays  sometimes  see  them  as,  it  would  be  too  much  of  a  sacrifice  to 
fraternize  with  them.  Since  their  numbers  include  such  a  lot  of  terribly  nice  people,  however, 


it  is  no  hardship  to  mix  in  their  world  and  draw  them  into  ours.  It  is,  instead,  a  pleasure  that 
enriches  our  lives  as,  we  hope,  we  enrich  theirs.  And  we  have  so  much  in  common.  I  know  all 
the  arguments  about  “gay”meaning  an  entire  lifestyle  and  not  just  sexual  orientation  but 
there  simply  is  not  a  “gay”  way  and  a  “straight”  way  to  enjoy  music  or  to  play  tennis  or  tend 
a  garden,  have  an  operation,  grieve  over  a  dead  pet,  or  go  on  a  diet.  The  lifestyles  have  their 
differences  but  they  are  not  all-pervasive  and  are  far  fewer  than  their  similarities.  Gays  and 
straights  alike  have  problems  keeping  their  bank  balance  straight,  choosing  investments, 
coping  with  elderly  parents,  protecting  their  property  from  thieves,  dealing  with  appliances 
that  don’t  function  properly,  and  so  much  more.  If  we  think  of  ourselves  too  much  and  too 
often  as  beings  apart  from  the  mainstream,  heterosexuals  cannot  be  blamed  if  they  begin  to 
accept  this  assessment.  It  behooves  gays  and  lesbians  to  remind  themselves  of  the  many  areas 
of  common  concern  they  have  with  the  straight  world  so  that  the  straights  may  also  be 
reminded. 

There  is  a  lot  of  talk  about  “homophobia”  and  I  certainly  would  not  deny  that  it  exists 
but  I  have  almost  never  seen  the  term  “heterophobia”  though  I  feel  there  is  almost  as  much 
of  that  about  in  the  gay  world.  I  think  the  latter  is  just  as  unwarranted  as  the  former  and  that  a 
first  step  to  the  abolition  of  “homophobia”  is  the  abolition  of  “heterophobia”.  What,  after 
all,  is  there  to  be  afraid  of?  In  what  way  is  the  fact  that  a  person  is  straight  a  threat  to  the  es¬ 
sence  of  our  being?  We  can’t,  even  in  our  most  promiscuous  and  indefatigable  years,  sleep 
with  everybody  and  99/100ths  of  our  personal  relations  are  non-sexual  so  in  most  interper¬ 
sonal  transactions  sexual  orientation  is  completely  irrelevant.  If  we  want  people  to  be  uncon¬ 
cerned  about  the  nature  of  our  sex  lives  we  must  start  by  being  unconcerned  about  theirs.  If 
there  is  a  segment  of  the  straight  world  actively  working  to  deprive  us  of  liberties,  we  have  at 
leaset  as  many  enemies,  and  I  sometimes  think  more,  within  our  own  gay  world.  Whatever 
kind  of  gay  one  is  is  sure  to  be  viewed  with  hostility  by  some  other  type  of  gay.  The  knives  we 
pluck  from  our  backs  are  put  there  by  individuals,  not  groups,  and  are  as  apt  to  bear  gay 
fingerprints  as  straight. 

As  the  son  of  a  lesbian  mother  who  throughout  my  childhood  suffered  professional  and 
personal  setbacks  because  of  lesbian  scandals,  I  am  aware  of  the  dangers  of  openly  gay  life  in 
certain  settings.  I  am  also  aware,  however,  of  how  much  of  my  mothers’  difficulty  was 
brought  on  by  her  own  hostility  and  public  scorn  of  men  and  women  who  liked  men.  1  be¬ 
lieved  as  a  child  and  believe  now  that  if  she  had  not  made  it  plain  that  she  saw  them  as  the  ene¬ 
my,  they  would  not  have  been  the  enemy.  Having  no  inclination  to  view  the  heterosexuals  of 
the  world  from  her  jaundiced  viewpoint,  and  profiting  by  her  bad  example,  I  have  never  iso¬ 
lated  myself  from  the  straight  world  nor,  in  any  openly  gay  life  of  over  40  years,  felt  that  it 
needed  to  be  feared  or  mingled  with  only  in  disguise.  I  have  always  felt,  from  my  teens  on, 
that  by  behaving  as  though  homosexuality  was  nothing  to  hide  or  be  ashamed  of  and  was  at 
any  rate  only  a  part  of,  not  the  core  of,  my  life,  I  was  helping  to  implant  this  outlook  in  the 
minds  of  the  scores  of  straights  with  whom  I  was  involved.  I  didn’t  proceed  through  life  with 
defiant  banners  hoisted  but  the  true  flag  was  always  flying  and  nobody  seemed  inclined  to 
slash  at  it  with  the  sabre  of  their  tongue.  There  was  even,  now  and  then,  a  charming  protec¬ 
tiveness  evident  among  straight  friends  who  felt  I  was  perhaps  a  bit  rash  in  living  so  constant¬ 
ly  exposed.  Long  before  Kinsey,  long  before  Stonewall,  men  and  women  ranging  from  burly 
college  roommates  through  coworkers  who  were  parents  many  times  over  have  granted  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  my  sexual  bent.  I  see  in  myself  nothing  special  that  would  confine  such  tolerance 
to  me  alone.  I  think  it  is  there  waiting  for  those  who  begin  by  respecting  themselves  and  go  on 
to  respecting  straights.  It  can  never  be  granted  to  those  who  hold  themselves  aloof,  who  feel  a 
man  of  heterosexual  instincts  can  offer  them  nothing  as  a  friend  and  that  women  with  hetero¬ 
sexual  desires  base  all  their  living  and  thinking  on  that  alone. 

Separatist  gays  do  us  all  a  disservice.  They  abet  the  Jerry  Falwells  of  the  world  by  doing 
nothing  to  counteract  the  poisonous  propaganda  that  gays  and  lesbians  are  some  sort  of 
monster.  Demonstrations,  petitions,  boycotts  of  distorted  media  depictions  of  gays,  even 
perhaps  riots  on  occasion,  can  achieve  some  of  the  freedoms  to  life  and  love  as  we  like.  Ming¬ 
ling  with  the  straight  world,  not  as  a  closeted  gay  whose  virtues  accrue  to  the  credit  of  the 
straights  but  as  a  matter-of-fact,  unselfconscious,  undefiant  gay  male  or  lesbian,  can  achieve 
at  least  as  much.  Perhaps  more. 

There  will  always  be  occasions  when  one  wants  to  be  only  with  gays  but  a  whole  life  need 
not  be  lived  in  their  company.  For  the  sake  of  one’s  own  development  and  the  good  of  the  gay 
movement,  furthermore,  it  should  not.  In  the  end  the  straights  are  the  ones  who  have  in  their 
power  to  grant  or  withhold  our  civil  liberties.  We  must  face  that  fact  and  set  out  to  seduce 
them  (in  a  nonsexual  sense)  instead  of  ranting  at  them.  More  are  prepared  to  like  and  respect 
us  once  they  know  us  than  some  gays  believe.  Liberty  and  equality  will  surely  follow  fra¬ 
ternity. 

©  Donald  Vining,  1981 

“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 


soap  stereotyping 

Dear  GCN, 

For  a  month  or  so,  I’ve  had  this  letter  festering 
inside  of  me.  Whenever  I  pick  up  a  copy  of  the 
paper  lately,  I  find  that  I’m  both  eager  to  check 
out  Andrea  Loewenstein’s  latest  installment  and 
also  wondering  what  aspect  of  my  life  will  be 
insulted  this  week. 

Now,  I  do  understand  that  one  of  the  qualities 
of  a  good  soap  (and  from  a  literary  point  of  view 
it  is  a  good  soap)  is  the  ability  to  cram  in  as  many 
diverse  aspects  of  life  into  as  few  segments  as  pos¬ 
sible  and  still  have  the  characters  be  plausible, 
though  melodramatic. 

However,  I  find  myself  in  the  uncomforable 
position  of  finding  large  chunks  of  my  own,  ad¬ 
mittedly  soap-operish,  life  served  before  me  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  chef  has  prepared  those 
chunks  is  interfering  with  my  digestion. 

In  the  first  serial,  a  womyn  who  was  pregnant 
while  an  active  lesbian  was  featured.  She  was  also 
confused,  irresponsible,  immature  and  a  little 
odd.  In  this  soap,  a  lesbian  prostitute  is  beaten  by 
a  trick  and  finds  true  love  in  the  hospital.  My 
complaint  is  that  Lina  is  a  pitiful  character.  She’s 
worn  out  (physically  and  emotionally),  rootless 
and  “lower  class”  in  every  non-political,  negative 
and  narrow  interpretation  of  that  phrase.  To  top 
it  off,  the  womyn  she  gets  together  with  is  a 
“nice”  bigot.  So  instead  of  smashing  stereotypes, 


something  one  might  somewhat  realistically  ex¬ 
pect  a  feminist  writer  to  do,  particularly  in  such  a 
non-didactic  medium  as  a  soap  opera  —  Loewen- 
stein  creates  a  new  one  —  both  the  hooker  and  the 
bigot  havelhearts  of  gold! 

The  reason  I’ve  hesitated  to  write  is  for  fear  of 
seeming  paranoid.  I  don’t  know  Ms.  Loewenstein 
and  she  doesn’t  know  me,  and  the  fact  that  I’m  an 
ex-hooker  and  a  mother  are  largely  irrelevant. 
What  is  relevant  is  that  I’m  not  alone  (some 
womyn  have  more  to  lose  than  I  do,  so  they  aren’t 
out  about  these  parts  of  their  lives)  and  that  I  feel 
that  Loewenstein  has  taken  aspects  of  my  life  and 
that  of  a  small  number  of  her  sisters,  and  reduced 
them  to  a  farce. 

Perhaps,  since  womyn-who-are-lesbians-even- 
during  pregnancy  (there  has  to  be  a  shorter  way  to 
say  that  —  how  about  “gestational  dykes”  •)  and 
lesbian  prostitutes  are  generally  ignored  by  the 
lesbian/gay  media,  except  in  rare  sensationalistic 
interview  (yes.  I’m  guilty  of  having  given  a  few) 
we  are  supposed  to  be  grateful  for  having  been 
mentioned  at  all.  I  won’t  buy  that  anymore.  I’m 
asking  to  be  taken  seriously  (not  somberly)  and 
with  some  dignity. 

In  sisterhood, 

Jan  Parlin 
Revere,  MA 


black  belts 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

In  the  article,  “CGA  to  Offer  Classes  in  Self- 
Defense  for  Gays,”  the  statement,  “SAFE  will 
offer,  for  the  first  time  in  New  York,  instruction 
in  physical  and  psychological  skills  useful  in 
resisting  anti-gay  attacks,”  is  incorrect. 

The  first  such  instruction  was  offered,  to  my 
knowledge,  by  the  GAA  Self-Defense  School. 
This  service  was  founded  by  Mr.  Charles  Burch  in 
January,  1972.  The  Self-Defense  School  lasted 
until  the  GAA  firehouse  was  burned  down,  by  a 
government  agent,  in  October,  1974. 

In  this  period  of  time  the  Self-Defense  School 
reached  more  than  2S0  lesbians  and  gay  people.  I 
know  of  several  people  who  have  had  to  use  this 
training  to  defend  themselves.  Also,  at  least  three 
of  the  participants  have  gone  on  to  become  black 
belts. 

Yours  truly, 

R.  Paul  Martin 
Brooklyn,  NY 


love  and  money 

Friends, 

I  was  pleased  to  see  Roger  Frye’s  review  (GCN, 
3/14/81)  of  John  Money’s  book,  Love  and  Love 
Sickness.  My  own  warnings  of  his  medical  experi¬ 
ments  go  back  to  my  1970  pamphlet,  Doing  Re¬ 
search  For  The  Kinsey  Institute,  but  I  have  been 
disappointed  at  the  lack  of  critiques  and  resis¬ 
tance  to  such  work,  and  by  the  need  (though  now 
somewhat  lessened)  to  seek  approval  through 
Science  and  the  National  Institutes  of  Mental 
Health.  A  letter  from  Patricia  Fames  and  Ruth 
Hubbard  in  the  April  1 98 1  issue  of  Science  for  the 
People  (897  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139; 
$1.75)  brings  out  the  badly  neglected  point  that 
Money’s  federally  licensed  and  funded  “repair  by 
plastic  surgery”  of  female  children’s  “am¬ 
biguous”  genetalia  is  (and  has  been  for  some 
years)  a  practice  of  clitoridectomy.  His  im¬ 
patience  with  “masculinized”  girls  and  “tom¬ 
boys”  as  well  as  pedophiles  is  more  well  know, 
but  is  still  tolerated  as  a  permissible  “research 
perspective.” 

Regards, 

David  Sonenschein 
Austin,  TX 


typed  and  double-spaced 

GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be 
published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed 
to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 


APPOINTMENTS: 


Mon. -Sat. 
Days  8,  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Counseling 

Associates 

of 

Jamaica  Plain 

Individual  Therapy,  Group  Therapy, 
Couples  Counseling,  Vocational, 
Intellectual  and  Projective  Testing 

Insurance  Accepted 

Clinical  Psychologist  &  Psychotherapist 

524-0093 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  1  TV,  S  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
■rices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installo- 
ion  o  specialty  Mass  Tech  lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 
partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


HAIRCUTS  TO  GIVE  A 
SENSE  OF  WELL-BEING 
CORNER  OK  NKWBLR\  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON,  MA  021 16  TELEPHONE  266-0300 


Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

Xanadu  graphics 

Phototypesetting 
Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


a  comfortable  hair  salon". 


of  Boston  Inc. 


69  newbury  st.  boston,  mass.  536-3288 


Mass.  Bay  Counseling  Associates 

is  pleased  to  announce 
the  addition  of 

Human  Sexuality  Services 

Therapy  for  Sexual  Problems 
Profession  Consultation 
Educational  Programs 


MassBay 

Counseling 

Associates 


Richard  Hanish,  Ph.D. 

Senior  Clinical  Psychologist 
Certified  Sex  Therapist 


31  Channing  Street,  Newton  Corner,  MA  02158  965-1311 


pacil  BROCOD 
K  r  tnc 


306  Stuart  street 
boston,  mass.  02116 
542-0131 

(in  the  park  square  area) 


custom  draperies 
roman  shades 
levelor  and 
vertical  blinds 


»/f 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  tor  all  your  needs 


45  Willioms  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


John  G.  Keefe 

Civil  &  criminal, 
litigation 

Real  estate 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

transaction 

617/265-9111 

Landlord/ tenant 

Boston,  MA  02125 

rights 

Relationship  j 

contracts 

Wills  &  trusts 

Judged  Boston’s  BEST  American 
Cuisine  by  Boston’s  Best  Guide... 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner- plus  Saturday 
and  Sunday  brunch  and  Boston’s  best  late  night 
breakfast  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  til  3am. 

THE  IDEAL  21  Huntington  Av.,  Copley  Sq.  247-8249 


IS 


#1  in  ALL  MALE  CAST 
VIDEO  MOVIES 
#1  in  VIDEO  MUSIC 
#1  in  VIDEO  BLANK  TAPE 

#1  in  VIDEO  HARDWARE 
You  name  it,  we’ve  got  it  or  will  get  it! 
TELEPHONE  (617)3320765 
HEADQUARTERS  1355  Washington  St.  (Rt.  16) 
_ W.  Newton,  Earth 


Zone 

Continued  from  Page  1 

The  news  special  included  inter¬ 
views  with  Zone,  as  well  as  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  interviews  with  Rev. 
Charles  Mcllhenny  from  the  First 
Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church 
and  Dean  Wycoff  from  Santa 
Clara  Moral  Majority. 

On  the  air,  Mcllhenny  said  he 
would  favor  the  stoning  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  “if  we  lived  in  a  Biblical 
state”  and  Wycoff  called  for 
capital  punishment  for  all  homo¬ 
sexuals. 

Following  the  broadcast,  the 
Associated  Press  reported  that 
Mcllhenny,  Wycoff  and  Zone 
were  jointly  sponsoring  the  cam¬ 
paign  —  an  assertion  which  all 
three  have  denied.  In  particular, 
Zone  told  GCN  that  he  and  Wy¬ 
coff  had  initially  planned  simul¬ 
taneous  campaigns  with  similar 
agendas,  but  that  Zone  caneled  the 
plan  after  the  broadcast  in  order  to 
disassociate  In  God  We  Trust 
from  his  colleague’s  call  for  the 
death  penalty  for  gays. 

GCN  asked  Zone  whether  he 
thinks  that  his  preaching  that 
homosexuality  is  a  sin  has  resulted 
in  the  increase  in  anti-gay  assaults, 
despite  the  fact  that  he  does  not 
condone  violence. 

“I  really  don’t  think  so,”  Zone 
responded.  “We  talk  about  a  lot  of 
things  being  sins  —  drunkennes, 
for  example;  you  don’t  see  people 
going  out  and  beating  up  drunks. 
We  talk  about  the  adultery  that  is 
practiced  in  about  80  percent  of 
the  population;  you  don’t  see 
people  going  out  and  beating  them 
up. 

“I  think  some  of  the  most  mili¬ 
tant  statements  made  lately  have 
been  made  by  homosexuals  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  what  I’ve  been  saying . . . 
I’ve  said  that  homosexuality  is  im¬ 
moral.  They  get  on  television  and 
say,  ‘Those  fundamenfalists  are 
Nazis,  they  want  to  round  us  all  up 
and  put  us  in  camps,’  etc . . .  So  the 
real  emotional  keying  is  being 
done  by  the  gay  leaders . . . 

“They  never  mention  the  fact 
that  Wycoff  retracted  his  state¬ 
ments  the  next  day  and  hasn’t  said 
anything  since  and  that  the  church 
around  the  country  denounced 
those  statements.  He  made  one 
atrocious  statement,  I  have  made 
hundreds  of  statements  which  are 
benevolent  and  compassionate 
and  reasonable  and  logical,  al¬ 
though  uncompromising. 

“Besides,  I’m  not  saying  that 
homosexuals  are  terribly  perverted 
people  like  Anita  Bryant  did.  I’m 
not  using  that  rhetoric.” 

Stingel  commented,  “I  don’t 
care  how  many  times  he  [Zone] 
says  he  doesn’t  condone  violence; 
he’s  lying.  Anti-gay  assaults  are 
exactly  what  he  wants.  In  fact,  the 
more  he  denies  it,  the  more  he  puts 
the  idea  in  people’s  heads.” 

Stingel  added  that,  in  many 
ears,  Zone’s  preaching  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  a  sin  “translates  direct¬ 
ly  into  a  license  to  assault  and  kill 
us.” 

UMass 

Continued  from  Page  3 
of  forces.  Last  year  three  groups 
ran  candidates:  The  United  Slate, 
backed  by  black  students;  the  Pro¬ 
gressive  Student  Alliance;  and  The 
Ticket. 

This  year’s  coalition  came 
about,  according  to  winning  can¬ 
didate  Horace  Griffin,  “out  of 
frustration  because  the  Student 
Activities  Committee  has  been  for 
a  long  time  dominated  by  the  Irish, 
primarily  from  South  Boston. 
Minority  students  have  never  had 
a  fair  chance.” 

Michelle  Gray,  also  elected  to 
SAC,  said,  “The  Ticket  had  no 
blacks,  no  Hispanics,  no  gays,  no 
lesbians,  nothing.” 

Gray  said  there  was  no  in¬ 
tention  of  excluding  the  previous 
power  brokers.  “I’m  not  saying 
that  I’m  not  going  to  do  anything 
for  the  Irish,”  she  said,  “but  I 
think  it’s  only  fair  that  everybody 
is  represented.” 
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Zone  Interview 


Continued  from  page  1 
church  had  to  raise  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  [to  win  that 
court  battle]. ..We  don’t  want  any 
more  of  that. 

“If  you  are  an  outspoken  ho¬ 
mosexual,  you  probably  won’t 
want  to  be  in  the  church,  but  if  you 
do,  the  church  should  have  the 
right  not  to  have  you  in  a  position 
of  authority.” 

The  court  ruled  that,  the  ordin¬ 
ance  notwithstanding,  the  church 
has  a  constitutional  right  to  dis¬ 
criminate  against  homosexuals. 

According  to  Zone,  lesbians  and 
gay  men  have  a  right  not  to  be 
ousted  from  their  apartments  and 
jobs  because  of  prejudice,  since 
“not  only  the  Constitution  but 
God  himself  gives  people  the  right 
of  choice. ..I  personally  think  it  is 
the  wrong  choice,  but  I  don’t 
stand  against  them.” 

Nevertheless,  Zone  wants  to 
further  change  the  ordinance  so 
that  it  does  not  treat  homosexuals 
as  if  they  are  members  of  a  “legiti¬ 
mate  minority  like  blacks  and  wo¬ 
men  .  .  .  because  I  don’t  think 
sexuality  is  a  legitimate  basis  for 
that.  If  you’re  behaving  in  an  un¬ 
seemly  manner  publicly,  you 
should  be  put  in  line  whether 
you’re  heterosexual  or  homo¬ 
sexual.” 

Are  two  lesbians  behaving  in  an 
unseemly  or  lewd  manner  if  they 
walk  down  the  street  holding 
hands? 

“Because  we  don’t  see  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  normal,  what  can  and 
cannot  be  done  in  public  becomes 
touchy  ...  If  he’s  a  teacher  and 
it’s  in  the  presence  of  school  child¬ 
ren  during  the  work  week,  that’s 
not  very  wise.  His  public  behavior 
will  be  scrutinized  .  .  .  and  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  not  ready  to  accept  an 
open  homosexual  lifestyle. 

“But  I  don’t  think  anyone  is 
going  to  shoot  somebody  for  hold¬ 
ing  hands  .  .  ,  But  what  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about  is,  here  in  San  Francisco, 
we’ve  got  guys  walking  around  in 
the  Castro  area  with  their  hands  in 
each  other’s  pants,  kissing  heavily, 
They’re  obviously  doing  it  for 
exhibitional  purposes.  And  I  know 
this  conduct  is  not  representative 
of  all  homosexuals.  If  it  were,  your 
community  would  be  in  big 
trouble;  no  one  would  support 
you.” 

Has  Zone  actually  seen  gay  men 
with  their  hands  in  each  other’s 
pants  walking  down  the  street? 

“Yes,  several,  on  Castro 
Street.” 

They  had  their  hands  on  each 
other’s  penises? 

“Well,  no,  [their  hands  were] 
tucked  in  their  waist  bands  in 
back.” 

Zone,  a  native  of  Glendale  in 
Southern  California,  where  his 
own  congregation  —  the  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Christian  Fellowship  — 
pronounced  him  “reverend”  in 
1975,  is  a  newcomer  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

Since  he  first  announced  his 
campaign  on  the  local  television 
special  entitled  “The  Moral  War,” 
his  plan  has  been  under  attack. 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  accused 
him  of  being  a  bigot,  and  Britt 

Castration 

Continued  from  Page  ,3 
victed  sex  offenders  from  5  to  10 
years  for  first  offenders,  from  15 
to  20  years  for  second  offenders. 
Those  convicted  a  third  time  are 
sentenced  to  life  in  prison  without 
parole. 

The  bill  also  introduced  the  term 
“forcible  sodomy”  into  Okla¬ 
homa  law,  in  which  “sodomy”  is 
already  a  criminal  offense.  Fair 
explained,  “Right  now,  a  husband 
and  wife  who  in  the  privacy  of 
their  own  bedroom  commit 
sodomy  are  just  as  guilty  as  a  man 
who  forces  someone  to  do  it  on  the 
street  ...  I  would  prefer  private 
acts  of  sodomy  between  husband 
and  wife  be  decriminalized,  but, 
here  in  the  Bible  Belt,  I  don’t  want 


labeled  him  “a  fraudufent  funda¬ 
mentalist  .  .  .  who  doesn’t  even 
know  his  Gospel.” 

Coalitions  of  rabbis,  priests  and 
ministers  have  assailed  him  for 
promoting  violence  (see  separate 
article  this  issue).  Even  fundamen¬ 
talist  leaders  in  San  Francisco, 
jealously  guarding  the  city  — 
including  the  city’s  gay 
neighborhoods  —  as  their  minis¬ 
terial  territory,  have  spurned  his 
campaign. 

“An  interloper”  is  how  Zone  is 
seen  by  fundamentalist  preacher 
Charles  Mcllhenny  of  the  fifty- 
member  Orthodox  Presbyterian 
Church,  which  is  renowned  for  its 
victorious  battle  against  its  gay  ex¬ 
organist.  Mcllhenny,  who  several 
months  ago  turned  down  Zone’s 
invitation  to  join  his  crusade,  says 
“I’ve  counseled  him  to  stay  out  of 
the  city  —  or  else  if  he  wants  to 
cause  trouble,  become  part  of  the 
city,  move  in  here  with  his  family, 
put  his  name  in  the  phone  book. 

“We  don’t  like  people  coming 
from  outside  of  San  Francisco 
claiming  it’s  their  city  and  wanting 
to  clean  it  up.  It’s  my  city  and  / 
want  to  clean  it  up.  I  love  it  here.” 

Zone  explains  that  he  chose  to 
bring  his  media  campaign  to  San 
Francisco  “because  we  wanted  to 
have  an  effect  on  California,  an 
out  of  all  the  cities  in  California, 
San  Francisco  is  notorious  for  its 
liberal  permissive  policies.  Not 
only  the  gays,  but  its  drugs  and 
crime  problem  make  it  very  notori¬ 
ous  around  the  country. 

“We’re  going  to  march  through 
this  territory  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  We’ll  change  the  state,  may¬ 
be  not  in  six  months  or  even  a  year, 
but  in  time  we  will  have  a  great 
impact  her  on  the  legislature.” 

Mcllhenny,  however,  says  this 
plan  isunreallistic.  Zone  doesn’t 
understand  how  “culturally  en¬ 
trenched”  the  gay  community  is  in 
San  Francisco,  says  Mcllhenny. 
“No  media  blitz  is  going  to  do  any¬ 
thing  but  make  people  mad.  It’s 
like  coming  into  the  Chinese 
community  and  saying,  ‘I  want  to 
get  rid  of  the  Chinese.’  The  Chin¬ 
ese  community’s  been  here  too 
long  for  that.” 

Mcllhenny  adds  that  minister¬ 
ing  to  gays“should  be  done  on  a 
one-to  -one,  grassroots  level  —  not 
with  any  ‘media  blitz’.” 

Zone  responded,  “If  they  think 
the  situation  has  gone  so  far  that 
they  can’t  be  changed,  they’ve  lost 
their  vision  ... 

“Chuck  [Mcllhenny]  has  obvi¬ 
ously  given  up.  His  church  has 
been  vandalized,  he’s  received 
death  threats  over  the  phone  .  .  . 
So  now  he’s  protecting  his  family. 
He’s  scared  now  that  he  has  seen 
the  militant  side  of  the  gay 
community. 

“If  gays  in  San  Francisco  are 
‘entrenched’  politically,  then  they 
may  be  the  best  allies  I’ve  got .  .  . 
because,  like  all  people,  most  of 
the  gay  community  is  mainstream. 
Most  are  not  timid,  shy,  closeted 
types  and  most  are  not  militant 
and  turning  over  police  cars.  Most 
are  somewhere  in  the  middle  — 
moderate,  like  me.” 

.  —  filed  from  Boston 


my  name  on  such  a  bill. 

“Several  of  us  here  are  consider¬ 
ing  rewriting  the  criminal  code  and 
we  think  we  should  get  the  law  out 
of  consenting  adults’  bedrooms.” 

Does  he  feel  the  same  way  about 
gay  men  having  the  consensual 
anal  sex  in  private? 

“I  don’t  approve,  and  if  some¬ 
one  admits  they  do  this  I  wouldn’t 
want  them  teaching  school.  But 
it’s  not  the  state’s  business.” 

He  added  that  gay  men  are  rare¬ 
ly  arrested  on  sodomy  charges  in 
Oklahoma.  “Normally  they  [the 
police]  get  them  [gay  men]  for  ‘in¬ 
decent  acts’  or  ‘indecent  exposure’ 
in  the  park  —  not  on  charges  of 
sodomy.” 

filed  from  Boston 
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Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchinss 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  MFA 

265-2289 

evenings 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 
Assertiveness  Training 
Therapy  for  Individuals, 

Couples,  Groups,  Families 
Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

□ 


16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 
Mon.  Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6.30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing/Treatment  NOW  OPEN 
Tues.  6:30  9pm  Women’s  Health  Night  SATURDAYS 


•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


UJOM6NS 
COMMUNITY 
HCAITH  C€NT€fl 

o  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  lesbian  health 

Issues,  Menopause. 
Herbal  healing, 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shoots— Available  for 
Groups 

utomen-utorker,  owned  and  controlled 
639  Moss.  five..  Cambridge  547-2302 


John  F 

\  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 

Relationship  Contracts 

Immigration 

Wills 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations 

Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters 

Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116*617-426-2020 

complete  Tock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


HOW  TO  FALL 
OUT  OF  LOVE 


A  10-week  problem-solving  group 
for  gay  men  and  women  who  have 
recently  separated  from  a  lover 
and/or  who  want  to  learn  skills  for 
building  new  relationships. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  gay 
professional  therapists. 

For  more  information,  please  call 

Behavior  Associates  of  Boston: 
262-9116 


Plumbing 
&  heating 


Citizen  Cane 


Robert 

427-2778  6“ 


caning 

seat  weaving 
furniture  refinishing 

Ann  Bissett  623  -  877  3 


Fisher  Trove  I  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays  Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 

Caribbean  Holidays  N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 

Munich  Oktoberfest  Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 

One  Week  September  18 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat,  &  evenings 


The  Reluctant  Liaison 


By  Sharon  McDonald 

It  was  last  spring  when  more  than  the  usual  random  number  of 
gay  men’s  bodies  began  turning  up  in  Los  Angeles  alleys,  trash 
bins  and  doorways.  Anger  toward  the  Los  Angeles  Police 
Department  (LAPD)  started  to  coalesce  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community. 

In  the  two  areas  of  town  most  heavily  populated  by  gays, 
(Hollywood/West  Hollywood  and  Silverlake/Echo  Park)  22 
murder  victims  were  found  between  spring  1980  and  spring 
1981.  By  last  fall  the  rumors,  fear,  and  anger  were  running 
high.  A  group  of  gay  and  lesbian  activists  met  with  the  Los 
Angeles  Police  Department  on  November  7,  1980  to  push  for 
more  vigorous  investigation.  The  department's  assurances 
were  still  ringing  in  their  ears  when  telephones  started  ringing 
the  next  night,  reporting  a  well  planned  and  executed  police 
raid  on  a  nearby  bath  house  party  in  which  16  gay  men  were 
arrested  for  lewd  conduct. 

Outraged  by  the  raid  itself  and  insulted  by  its  timing, 
community  representatives  showed  up  at  a  Police  Commission 
meeting.  L.A.  Chief  of  Police  Daryl  Gates,  leaned  over  to  an 
aide  and  said,  “Get  Hickman  to  find  out  what  these  people 
want.” 

Commander  Kenneth  Hickman  —  an  18  year  veteran  of  the 
LAPD,  former  captain  of  the  Hollywood  division,  and  the 
department's  Community  Relations  Coordinator  —  immedi¬ 
ately  set  up  a  meeting  with  gay  representatives  which  came  to 
the  attention  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times.  A  feature  interview 
with  Hickman  reported  that  Chief  Gates  had  appointed 
Hickman  “liaison  to  the  gay  community.”  After  reading  this. 
Gates  reportedly  said,  “I  did  what?”  Gates  was  nevertheless 
reluctant  to  contradict  the  report,  which  some  community 
members  attribute  to  the  city’s  sizable  (250,000)  gay  and 
lesbian  voting  block  and  Gates's  plans  to  run  for  mayor.  The 
title  the  Times  had  administered  went  unrefuted,  and 
Commander  Ken  Hickman  backed  into  a  now  more  or  less 
official  role  as  LAPD  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
of  Los  Angeles. 

Most  of  the  community  got  their  first  glimpse  of  Hickman  in 
his  new  role  through  the  L.A.  Times  interview,  and  it  was  a 
shocker.  Asked  if  he  were  gay,  Hickman  replied,  “No,  of  course 
not.  It  isn’t  relevant,  but  I’m  not,  no,  never  have  been.  I  am  not 
now,  nor  have  I  ever  been,  a  card-carrying  homosexual.” 

Other  statements  which  appeared  in  the  L.A.  Times  in¬ 
terview  did  not  endear  him  to  his  new  constituency  including 
his  assessment  of  police  responsibility  in  curbing  violence 
against  gays:  “Just  because  a  certain  element  of  people  choose 
a  lifestyle  that's  highly  hazardous,  it  doesn't  necessarily  imply 
that  the  police  are  then  under  some  obligation  to  give  them 
escort  and  private  security."  His  response  to  pressure  for 
hiring  of  openly  gay  and  lesbian  police  officers:  “you  don’t  go 
out  and  hire  people  for  their  sexual  orientation.  We  have  af¬ 
firmative  action  programs  for  women  and  for  Hispanics  and  for 
blacks.  I  don’t  think  sexual  preference  is  covered  under  the 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964.  I  just  don’t  think  it’s  appropriate. 
Then  we’d  have  to  have  special  affirmative  action  hiring  for 
people  who  like  whips  and  feathers.” 

Reactions  to  the  Times  interview  ranged  from  horror  to  skep¬ 
tical  hopefulness.  Steve  Schulte,  Executive  Director  of  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Community  Services  Center  in  Los  Angeles,  ex¬ 
pressed  the  “wait  and  see”  attitude  of  many  when  he  said,  “I 
think  it’s  a  good  start,  but  we’ll  have  to  see.  Our  past  rela¬ 
tionship  has  been  strained.  They've  gone  from  outright  har¬ 
assment  to  a  grudging  recognition  of  the  issues  we've  raised.” 

Longtime  gay  rights  activist  Morris  Kight,  however,  called 
Gates’s  choice  of  Hickman  “an  abomination,”  citing 
Hickman’s  “dramatic  inadequacies"  in  understanding  gay  and 
lesbian  issues  and  his  apparent  lack  of  sympathy  for  the  pop¬ 
ulation  whose  concerns  he  would  now  be  representing  to  police 
department  management. 

Cmdr.  Hickman  met  the  community  head  on  in  a  public  meet¬ 
ing  on  March  2,  which  he  called  "the  meeting  I’ve  been  waiting 
for,”  telling  the  assembled  crowd,  “I  won’t  lie  to  you.  You 
might  not  like  what  you  hear,  but  I  won’t  lie  to  you.” 

Rick  Saslaw,  recent  past  president  of  Stonewall  Democratic 
Club,  got  right  to  the  point,  asking  Hickman  whether  he  would 
be  a  "vigorous  advocate”  for  lesbian  and  gay  concerns  or 
merely  a  conduit  for  information  between  gays  and  police.  “I’m 
not  going  to  be  a  gay  advocate,”  said  Hickman.  “I  am  a  voice 
that  takes  back  exactly  what  you  say  to  theChiefandasks  him, 
‘How  do  you  feel  about  this  issue?’  and  then  comes  back  and 
tells  you  what  he  says.  I  will  be  a  vigorous  advocate  of  honesty 
between  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  and  the  police 
department.” 

Hickman  stressed  repeatedly  that  the  LAPD  had  an  across 
the  board  policy  of  non-discrimination  in  both  hiring  and  in 
treatment  of  citizens.  One  point  of  contention  was  the  use  of  the 
Minnesota  Multi-phasic  Personality  Inventory  (MMPI)  test  for 
applicants  to  the  police  force.  The  MMPI  includes  the  question, 
“Have  you  ever  been  attracted  to  members  of  your  own  sex?” 
Hickman  explained  that  initial  screening  and  testing  of 
applicants  is  done  by  the  City  of  Los  Angeles  Civil  Services  and 
that  the  Police  Department  never  sees  the  test  results.  Homo¬ 
sexuality,  he  stated,  was  not  a  barrier  to  acceptance  into  the 


Police  Academy.  This  explanation  did  not  impress  those  in 
attendance,  who  pointed  out  the  Catch-22  situation  for  a  gay 
officer  who  felt  he/she  could  not  be  accepted  without  lying  on 
the  test,  but  then  could  never  come  out  without  being  dismis¬ 
sed  for  lying  on  the  application. 

Writer/activist  Michael  Lassell  suggested  with  understate¬ 
ment,  “A  personality  profile  that  excludes  blacks,  gays,  and 
lesbians,  but  can  include  persons  prejudiced  against  these 
groups,  is  a  system  badly  in  need  of  revision.” 

Ivy  Bottini,  longtime  lesbian  activist  and  Democratic  Party 
State  Co-Chair  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus,  questioned 
Hickman  on  in-house  police  attitudes  toward  gays. 

Bottini  Why  are  there  no  openly  gay  or  lesbian  police 
officers? 

Hickman  I  suppose  for  the  same  reason  most  gays  and 
lesbians  are  not  open,  they  don't  want  to  run  into  the  reac¬ 
tions.  I  am  told  that  we  do  have  gays  and  lesbians  in  the 
department,  but  they  are  not  open.  I  can’t  see  why  anyone 
would  want  to  come  out  in  a  situation  like  that. 

Bottini  For  their  psychological  wellbeing.  When  you  are  in 
the  closet  you  spend  half  your  energy  hiding  who  you  are. 

You  [LAPD]  should  be  encouraging  people  to  come  out. 

Hickman  made  it  clear  that  gays  were  going  to  have  to  work 
for  whatever  they  got.  “The  LAPD  point  of  view  toward  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  differs  from  the  view  we  have 
toward  racial  minorities.  We  just  don’t,  as  an  organization, 
think  that  sexual  orientation  is  a  reason  to  group  you  as  a 
minority.”  Responding  to  pressure  for  a  gay  representative  to 
teach  sensitivity  training  to  new  recruits  at  the  Police 
Academy,  Hickman  stated,  "We’re  not  ready  as  an  organi¬ 
zation  to  accept  the  fact  that  it’s  critical  for  policemen  to  know 
what  two  men  do  in  bed  together.  You’ll  have  to  convince  the 
LAPD  that  this  will  make  them  better  police  officers.” 

The  confrontive  meeting  ended  on  a  positive  note,  with 
Hickman  promising  to  urge  Chief  Gates  to  issue  a  public  state¬ 
ment  of  non-discrimination.  He  also  took  with  him  a  list  of  1 1 
agenda  items  compiled  by  the  organizers,  and  promised  an 
official  response  to  the  list  within  several  weeks. 

Reactions  to  Hickman’s  first  public  foray  varied.  Some  saw 
him  as  honest,  openminded,  and  homophobic:  others  viewed 
him  as  slick,  manipulative  and  homophobic.  Most  found  him 
homophobic  but  educable.  Jeanne  Cordova,  president  of 
Stonewall  Democratic  Club,  said,  “He  sees  his  job  as  keeping 
the  lid  on  rather  than  moving  the  department  forward.  We 
don’t  have  an  advocate,  we  have  an  interpreter.  He’s  a  police¬ 
man  first,  foremost,  and  possibly  exclusively.  It’s  not  enough 
to  see  gays  as  a  containment  problem,  that’s  not  a  peace  officer, 
that's  a  guard.  The  LAPD  has  a  guard  attitude  at  best.” 

Jerry  Goulet,  an  owner  of  the  Hollywood  Spa,  the  raided  bath 
house,  called  Hickman,  “Charming,  very  slick,  a  good  choice  — 
he  knows  how  to  answer  questions  and  he  knows  how  not  to 
answer  questions.  He’s  pro-police,  but  I  do  think  it’s  hopeful. 
He  does  have  a  sense  of  humor  and  an  open  mind,  and  he’s  a 
good  listening  board.  But  we  have  a  long  process  ahead  of  us. 
And  I  know  the  other  business  people  feel  the  way  I  do.” 

Newt  Dieter,  an  openly  gay  consultant  on  the  staff  of  Coun- 
cilwoman  Peggy  Stevenson  and  her  liaison  to  the  LAPD,  re¬ 
ports  that  Hickman  has  “a  reputation  for  plain  speaking 
throughout  the  Department”  and  said,  “He’ll  give  you  a 
straightforward  answer.  You  may  not  always  like  it,  but  he’ll 
tell  you  the  truth.” 

Hickman’s  knowledge  of  the  gay  experience  is  limited  but 
growing.  He  does  not  yet  fully  understand  why  lesbians  and 
gay  men  want  and  need  to  live  openly,  but  he  listened  when 
Jeanne  Cordova  explained  at  the  March  2  meeting,  “It’s  not  all 
right  that  you  be  as  unaware  of  our  issues  as  the  average 
person.  You’re  not  just  anyone,  you’re  the  police.  You  have  a 
responsibility  to  know  more  than  other  people.  You  have  guns, 
you  have  power,  you  have  our  lives  in  your  hands.” 

Los  Angeles  gays  do  not  expect  dramatic  changes  in  LAPD 
attitudes,  but  some  have  already  noted  movement  in 
Hickman's  own  perceptions.  Following  the  public  meeting,  Ivy 
Bottini  said,  “For  the  first  time  I  felt  he  started  to  understand 
why  people  should  be  allowed  to  be  out.  That’s  the  first  time 
he’s  even  come  close  to  indicating  that  he  thought  there  was 
some  inequity  or  that  any  of  this  was  necessary.  I’ve  been  at  a 
few  meetings  before  where  he  sat  there  and  yawned." 

Hickman’s  reputation  for  directness  is  well  founded;  he  an¬ 
swered  one  interview  question  with  an  immediate  blunt,  “I 
don’t  have  the  vaguest  idea.”  He  then  went  on  to  suggest  two 
possible  answers  as  they  occurred  to  him,  each  answer  another 
step  further  along  on  the  lesbian/gay  consciousness  continuum. 

It  is  clear  from  the  dedication  with  which  Cmdr.  Hickman  ap¬ 
proaches  this  new  duty,  and  also  from  the  lack  of  personal  en¬ 
thusiasm,  that  he  is  a  committed  police  officer  determined  to  do 
his  job.  It  happens  that  his  job  now  includes  negotiations  with 
the  lesbian  and  gay  population  of  the  city  he  serves.  That 
constituency  did  not  get  a  liaison  with  gay  liberation  at  heart. 
But  they  got  someone  intelligent,  sophisticated,  and  concerned 
about  promoting  an  image  of  the  police  department  as  a  non- 
discriminatory  organization  —  a  goal  not  incompatible  with 
those  of  gay  activists,  and  one  which  can  be  used  to  advantage. 


The  following  Is  an  Interview  that  l  conducted 
with  commander  Kenneth  Hickman,  Los  Ange¬ 
les  Police  Department  (LAPD)  liaison  to  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  The  Interview  was 
given  In  Hickman  s  office,  lapd  southern 
Division,  on  March  6, 1981. 

You  have  said  that  the  title  "liaison  to  the  gay 
community"  was  a  media  creation,  and  that 
Chief  of  Police  Cates  did  not  want  to  appoint  a 
liaison  for  this  group,  why  is  that? 

When  you  single  out  any  group  of  people  and 
say,  "OK,  I’m  going  to  make  a  person  in  my 
organization  a  special  liaison  with  you,  then 
you  have  27,000  other  special  interest  groups 
who  also  want  their  own  personal  represen¬ 
tative.  A  lot  of  people  don’t  undertand  how 
many  competing  interests  there  are  that  are 
always  trying  to  get  into  the  Department  and 
have  a  special  voice.  You  have  churches  that 
want  special  consideration  for  their  Vegas 
nights,  and  the  Jewish  synagogues  on  the 
holy  days  want  exemptions  from  no  parking 
zones.  But  you  just  can’t  have  a  liaison  to 
every  specific  community,  because  then  you’d 
have  every  policeman  in  this  department  with 
a  liaison  job  and  there  still  wouldn’t  be 
enough  to  go  around. 

So  we  try  to  treat  everyone  the  same.  There’s 
another  reason  too.  When  people  come  at  you 
with  a  shrill  voice  screaming  and  yelling  that 
you’re  doing  terrible  things,  and  you  know 
you're  not,  you  don’t  feel  like  rewarding  that 
group  of  people  with  their  own  special  liaison. 
And  essentially  that’s  the  way  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community  has  come  at  us  in  the 
past.  At  least  on  those  occasions  where  the 
media’s  paid  attention,  it’s  never  been  with  a 
voice  of  moderation  or  with  any  apparent  ef¬ 
fort  to  resolve  difficulties,  it’s  shouting  and 
yelling.  The  confrontation  technique  has  its 
place  I  guess,  but  we  don’t  like  it  very  much; 
no  organization  does. 

Would  you  comment  on  the  agenda  items 
submitted  to  you  by  gay  and  lesbian 
representatives  at  the  meeting  March  2nd? 

Two  or  three  are  really  valid  concerns  and  the 
Department  wants  to  adress  those,  but  some 
of  the  demands  are  things  we're  already  do¬ 
ing.  Like  when  they  [gay  and  lesbian  acti¬ 
vists]  say,  “We  demand  that  you  give  press 
passes  to  gay  and  lesbian  journalists,”  well, 
we  give  press  passes  to  anybody  that  meets 
the  criteria  that’s  laid  down  by  the  Municipal 
Code.  We  don’t  give  a  damn  whether  it’s  a 
gay  or  lesbian  newspaper  or  not,  but  to  make 
a  statement  like  they  did  implies  that  we 
have  some  discriminatory  policy  about  the  is¬ 
suance  of  press  passes  which  is  just  plain  b.s. 

Other  things  that  are  equally  absurd  were 
things  like,  “Quit  spying  on  us,  take  us  out  of 
your  PDID  files  (Public  Disorder  Intelligence 
Division).  There’s  a  level  of  paranoia  in  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  that  exceeds  any¬ 
thing  that  a  lot  of  people  might  expect. 

Maybe  society  has  a  lot  to  do  with  that.  But 
we  don’t  spy  on  gay  groups,  we  only  infiltrate 
or  investigate  organizations  that  have  expres¬ 
sed  or  have  demonstrated  that  they  use  vio¬ 
lence  or  are  attempting  to  overthrow  the 
government  or  that  they  advocate  that.  But 
what  do  you  say  to  a  group  of  people  who  be¬ 
lieve  you  spy  on  them  as  a  routine?  You  say, 
“we  don’t,”  and  they  say,  “Sure  you  do,”  and 
you  say,  “No,  we  don’t.”  Now  how  in  hell  do 
you  get  over  that? 

From  your  experience  as  captain  of  the 
Hollywood  division  (a  heavily  gay  area)  do  you 
have  any  Impressions  of  the  gay  community? 

One  of  the  most  obvious  things  about  the 
community  is  that  it’s  not  homogeneous.  I 
think  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  has  a 
lunatic  fringe  like  any  other  large  group  of 
people.  If  they’re  10%  of  the  population, 
they’ve  got  their  own  10%  that  are  the  police 
problem  for  us.  They’re  the  street  hustlers 
and  the  ones  that  are  victimizing  people  and 
being  victimized.  So  much  of  the  violent 
crime  that  the  gays  and  lesbians  complain 
about  is  brought  about  as  a  result  of  street 
hustlers  and  people  picking  up  strangers  and 
getting  put  in  positions  where  they  become 
victims  of  violent  crime.  We  don’t  have  a 
problem  with  the  lesbian  community  per  se. 
Hell,  I  can't  remember  the  last  time  I  heard 
of  a  lesbian  being  arrested  for  lewd  conduct. 
It’s  just  almost  unheard  of.  It  s  strictly  an 
99.9  percent  gay  problem  in  terms  of  public 
misconduct,  so  excuse  me  for  leaving  out  the 
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distaff  side  of  the  community.  It’s  certainly 
not  the  best  way  to  deal  with  the  problem  to 
put  more  policemen  on  the  street  and  run 
everybody  into  the  County  (jail),  but  it’s  the 
only  way  we  can  deal  with  the  problem. 

You  look  at  the  VD  rate  among  that  group  of 
people  and  it’s  incredible.  They  just  told  me 
that  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center  treated  16,000  cases  of  VD  at 
that  clinic  alone  last  year,  and  that  was  just  a 
small  portion  of  the  problem. 

The  impression  I  have  there  is  a  very  nega¬ 
tive  impression.  It’s  a  social  problem  and  a 
crime  problem  that  we  both  need  to  deal  with, 
the  police  and  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  We  need  more  people  from  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  that  are  willing  to  get 
off  their  ass  and  get  out  on  the  street  and  try 
to  help  the  police.  If  they  don’t  want  us 
arresting  them,  then  they  gotta  find  a  better 
way  for  them  to  do  their  thing  than  to  hang 
around  on  street  corners  and  drive  the  busi¬ 
nesses  in  the  area  crazy  and  commit  crime 
and  be  the  victims  of  crime. 

As  far  as  the  rest  of  the  community  is 
concerned,  I  find  them  to  be  just  about  like 
any  other  group  of  people.  They’re  interested 
in  making  money,  paying  their  bills,  [having] 
their  personal  relationships.  They  want  to  be 
protected  by  the  police,  they  don’t  want  to  be 
harassed  by  the  police.  I  could  go  out  and 
select  at  random  any  group  of  people  in  the 
city  and  come  up  with  pretty  much  the  same 
set  of  concerns.  I  tend  to  think  like  a  police¬ 
man  —  if  you  have  a  problem  then  I’ll  help 
you  deal  with  that  problem,  but  I  don't  give  a 
damn  about  your  sexual  orientation. 

One  thing  I  don’t  understand  about  the 


community;  there’s  a  contradiction.  I’m  told 
by  members  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  commun¬ 
ity,  “We  don’t  want  to  be  defined  by  our 
sexual  orientation.”  But  what  is  there  about 
you  and  me  that’s  different  if  it’s  not  our 
sexual  orientation?  How  else  do  I  define  gay 
and  lesbian?  I’d  like  to  know  because  I  don’t 
want  to  define  you  in  a  way  that  isn’t  accept¬ 
able  to  you.  You  say,  “We’re  the  homosexual 
community,  but  don’t  think  about  us  in  terms 
of  our  sexual  orientation.”  Then  you  say,  “We 
want  to  be  treated  like  everybody  else,”  and 
then  turn  right  around  and  say,  “We  want 
special  treatment  because  we  want  you  to 
recognize  us  for  our  differences  in  lifestyle, 
and  we  want  you  to  have  an  affirmative 
action  hiring  plan  for  gays  and  lesbians."  You 
can’t  have  both.  Either  you  are  different  or 
you’re  not.  We  don’t  want  to  treat  you 
different,  and  you  say  you  don’t  want  to  be 
treated  different,  they  don’t  come  at  iis  and 
ask  us  to  be  treated  differently. 

There’s  another  contradiction:  the  accusation 
is  that  the  Police  Department  treats  gays  dif- 
erently,  that  we  discriminate.  And  they’ll 
turn  right  around  and  say  9  out  of  10  gays 
are  undetectable.  How  in  hell  can  I  treat  you 
differently  if  I  don’t  know  you’re  gay? 

There  certainly  have  been  instances  where 
officers  have  allowed  their  personal  prejudice 
to  show  through  in  the  way  they  treated  gays 
or  lesbians,  I’m  sure  of  it,  but  that’s  not  to  be 
taken  as  being  condoned  by  this  Department 
in  any  way.  It’s  not,  never  has  been,  our  oper¬ 
ating  policy,  and  we  won’t  tolerate  it.  If  we 
can  find  evidence  that  it  occurs  we  take  dis¬ 
ciplinary  action.  And  that  is  the  fact.  But  you 
can’t  tell  a  guy  that’s  just  had  some  police¬ 
man  whisper  in  his  ear  that  he’s  a  God 


damned  fruit  that  that’s  not  police  policy.  He 
just  isn’t  going  to  buy  it.  Because  he'll  say, 

“I  want  you  to  discipline  that  policeman  if 
that's  not  your  policy,”  And  we'll  say,  “Tell 
us  where  it  happened,  how  it  happened.” 
“Well,  it  happened  when  he  stopped  me.” 
“Well,  who  was  there?”  “It  was  just  him.” 
"You  mean  there  were  no  witnesses?”  “Well, 
no.”  Then  we  go  to  the  officer  and  he  says,  “I 
didn't  say  that."  So  what  do  you  have?  You 
have  a  not  sustained  investigation.  The  po¬ 
liceman  denies  it,  the  victim  says  it  happened, 
and  we’ve  go  nothing  to  corroborate  or  refute 
the  allegation;  we’re  stuck.  We  don’t  like  it 
either.  But  the  officer  has  to  have  his  rights 
too,  and  no  court  of  law  would  convict  him. 
We  can’t  discipline  him. 

Have  there  been  cases  where  you  have  disci¬ 
plined  an  officer  for  discriminlatlon  against 
gays? 

When  I  was  in  Hollywood  division  there  were 
one  or  two  cases.  We  have  a  very  good  disci¬ 
plinary  record.  We  have  less  than  one  com¬ 
plaint  for  every  10,000  contacts  with  the 
public. 

What  do  you  think  Is  the  biggest  problem 
lesbians  and  gays  have  right  now? 

I  don’t  have  the  vaguest  idea.  Probably 
paying  their  bills,  and  working,  just  like  I  do. 
They  have  the  same  problems  I  do. 

But  as  a  group? 

I  don’t  know;  you’d  have  to  ask  them.  I  cer¬ 
tainly  feel  the  Police  Department  can’t  be 
their  biggest  problem,  because  hell,  they’re  a 
big  community,  250,000  at  least.  How  many 
gays  or  lesbians  do  you  think  the  Police 
Department  will  contact  in  a  society  that  big? 
99  and  nine  tenths  of  them  are  law  abiding, 
hardworking,  don’t  have  any  reason  to  be  in 
contact  with  the  police.  Here’s  another  thing: 
if  the  gay  community  in  fact  is  10%  of  this 
society,  we  didn’t  get  them  for  10%  of  the 
violations,  I'll  tell  you  that. 

Now  the  activists  may  think  that  police-gay 
relations  is  a  big  deal.  I’m  certainly  not 
making  light  of  the  fact  that  we  have  a  prob¬ 
lem,  at  least  with  a  certain  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  But  for  the  whole  community  I’d  say 
they’re  just  getting  along  in  our  society  like 
the  rest  of  us  —  trying  not  to  be  the  victim  of 
a  crime,  trying  to  earn  enough  money  to  pay 
your  bills,  inflation,  finding  a  job,  personal 
relations  with  your  spouse  or  lover  or  what¬ 
ever  it  is.  If  you’re  really  no  different  than  the 
rest  of  us  then  you’ve  probably  got  the  same 
problems  that  the  rest  of  us  have. 

Maybe  there’s  the  overriding  issue  of  freedom 
to  express  themselves  and  their  lifestyle  with¬ 
out  fear  of  criticism.  I’d  say  the  biggest  com¬ 
mon  problem  in  the  community  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  that:  getting  acceptance  from  so- 
called  straight  society. 

How  do  you  feel  about  the  dispute  between 
the  gays  and  the  police  about  enforcement  of 
647(a)  ilewd  conduct  statute)? 

There’s  not  really  a  dispute  about  how  to 
enforce  it.  Almost  to  the  person,  everyone 
I’ve  talked  to  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  says,  “We’re  not  asking  to  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  law.  If  we  re  out  there  break¬ 
ing  the  law,  God  damn  it,  arrest  us!  Just 
don’t  pick  on  us  when  we  don’t  have  it 
coming."  But  with  647(a)  what  they’re  asking 
for  is  Field  Release  from  Custody  —  for  us 
not  to  book  people,  but  just  write  them  up 
and  then  see  them  in  court.  And  the  answer 
to  that  is  “no,”  we’re  not  going  to  do  that 
because  we've  stopped  doing  it  (field  re¬ 
leasing)  for  everybody.  And  the  reason  is  that 
the  courts  have  just  been  on  our  ass  ever 
since  we  started  field  releasing  misdemean¬ 
ants,  because  people  aren’t  showing  up  to 
court  and  there's  no  way  to  identify  them  so 
that  we  can  go  out  and  pick  them  up  on  a 
warrant.  It’s  not  our  desire  to  book  them. 
We’ve  stopped  releasing  shoplifters  too. 

The  point  that  I  argue  is  that  if  you’re  in  a 
bar  and  you  commit  a  crime,  or  you’re  out  on 
the  street  hustling  or  in  a  public  restroom, 
and  you  get  arrested,  don’t  cry  to  me  about 
your  life  being  ruined.  You  put  yourself  in 
that  kind  of  position  and  I  can’t  do  anything 
more  than  tell  you  that  if  you  break  the  law 
you  go  to  jail  like  everybody  else.  I  think 
there  are  ways  for  people  to  make  social  con¬ 
tacts  without  violating  the  law. 
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Sexist  Language:  You  Become  Your  Label 


“Mayor  Jane  Byrne:  Wispy  and 
Waspish” 

“What  can  you  expect  from  a  fag” 

“A  chair  designed  by  Charles  Eames 
and  his  artist  wife” 

“Just  a  woman” 

“Man  being  a  mammal  breast-feeds 
his  young” 

“Pearl  Bailey  voted  ‘Man  oftheiYear’” 

By  Signe  A.  Dayhoff 
The  way  we  talk  reflects  the  way 
we  think. 'The  way  we  think  re¬ 
flects  the  way  we  act.  Thus, 
language  is  a  powerful  conceptual 
force  in  both  lexicon  and  struc¬ 
ture.  It  reflects,  confirms,  and 
transmits  social  and  cultural 
biases.  This  is  because  language 
and  cultural  norms  and  values 
have  grown  up  together  and  con¬ 
stantly  influence  each  other. 
Language  reflects  attitudes  which, 
in  turn,  reflect  behavior. 

However,  some  language  pat¬ 
terns  are  sexually  discriminatory. 
That  is,  they  express  stereotyp  ed 
attitudes,  expectations,  and  as¬ 
sumptions  of  inherent  superiority 
of  one  sex  over  another.  Thus, 
gender-stereotyped  attitudes  tend 
to  be  expressed  in  the  use  of 
“sexist-language.” 

Gender-stereotyping,  which  at¬ 
tributes  differential  and  often 
prejudicial  characteristics  to 
females  and  males,  influences  not 
only  our  social  perceptions  of  one 
another  but  also  how  we  interact 
with  our  environment.  As  a  result, 
stereotyping  stresses  gender  differ¬ 
ences  and  overlooks  human  simi¬ 
larities.  It  effects  a  sex-coded 
subliminal  communication  of  fe¬ 
male  inferiority  and  subordi¬ 

nation,  and  male  superiority  and 
domination.  Specifically,  the  male 
is  associated  with  the  universal, 
with  those  characteristics 
considered  to  be  socially 

desirable/ acceptable  and  are  more 
highly  valued  (e.g.,  independent, 
strong,  active).  The  female  is 
associated  with  the  deviant  and 
excluded,  the  less  socially 

desirable/acceptable  and  are  less 
highly  valued  (e.g.  dependent, 
weak,  passive).  It  is  the 
implication  of  sexist  language 

rather  than  the  intent  that  is  the 
most  important  consideration. 

As  a  reflection  of  society,  gen¬ 
der  stereotypes  spell  out  what  is 
the  permitted  status  and  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  “masculine”  and 
“feminine”  gender  role,  in  terms 
of  the  heterosexual  as  standard.  " 


Those  who  are  seen  as  not 
conforming  to  what  is  “gender-ap¬ 
propriate”  tend  to  be  devalued. 
Sexist  language  clearly  delineates 
this  negative  evaluation.  For 
example,  the  same  quality 
exhibited  by  a  male  is  seen 
differently  when  exhibited  by  a 
female  —  supporting  the  idea  that 
females  and  males  are  polar 
opposites.  For  example,  a  man 
who  is  aggressive  is  a  “go-getter”; 
a  woman  who  is  aggressive  is 
“pushy”  or  a  “bull-dyke.”  A  man 
who  is  politically  involved  is 
“committed  ”  while  the  woman  is 
“overemotional.”  This  double¬ 
standard  also  decrees  that  if  a 
female  is  commended  for  the 
quality  of  gentleness  that  makes 
her  “feminine”  (gender-appro¬ 
priate),  a  male  would  be  con¬ 
demned  for  any  similar  show  of 
“softness”  as  being  “effeminate” 
(gender-inappropriate).  A  man’s 
tears  are  “womanish.”  A 
woman’s  overalls  are  “mannish.” 

Behavior  that  is  considered  in¬ 
appropriate  for  one’s  socially- 
assigned  role  tends  to  be  rejected 
by  society,  along  with  the  indi¬ 
vidual  who  demonstrates  the 
behavior.  Thus,  the  gay  man  or 
lesbian  would  tend  to  be  devalued 
along  with  the  competitive  female 
and  nurturant  male  heterosexuals. 

Relatively  subtle  features  of 
language  reflect  and  help  enforce 


Signe  Dayhoff 

negative  social  attitudes  and 
stereotypes.  These  features  can  be 
categorized.  Class  Attribute 
classifies  a  person  according  to  a 
group  label  and  assigns  a  cluster  of 
traits  based  on  that  membership. 
For  example,  “women  are  illog¬ 
ical”;  “lesbians  are  mannish”; 
“gay  men  are  sissies.” 

Selective  Mention  suggests  that 
by  specifying  the  individuals’ 
group  membership  label  those  in¬ 
dividuals  are  particularly  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  description.  For 
example,  “in  business  matters 
women  are  ignorant.”  If  all  people 
were  ignorant  in  business  matters, 
the  statement  might  be  true;  but 
specifying  women  implies  that 
there  is  something  particularly 
ignorant  about  women  (or  that 
men  are  not  ignorant).  The  impli¬ 
cation  can  be  seen  in  the  state¬ 
ment,  “gays  indulge  in  perver¬ 
sions.”- 

Proposal-Denial  is  a  third 
category.  It  implies  that  one 
proposal  is  at  variance  with 
another,  resulting  in  some  devi¬ 
ance  or  incongruity.  For  example, 
to  say,  “Bella  Abzug  does  good 
work  for  a  woman”  implies  that 
doing  good  work  is  at  odds  with 
being  a  woman.  That  is,  the  two 
are  normally  mutually  exclusive 
and  thus  require  the  stipulation. 
This  would  likewise  apply  to  a 
statement  like,  “She/  he  has  a 


Television 

We  Are  God’s  Children  Too 


All  God’s  Children 

Associate  Producer  Mary  Lou 
Ward 

Directed  by  Alex  Frisbie 
Camerawork  and  Edited  by 
Robert  Halper 
Narrated  by  Ted  O’Brian 
Executive  producer  Marc 
Hamilton 

WNAC-TV  Boston,  March  31, 
1981.  8:00-9:00  pm 

By  Steve  Owens 
All  God’s  Children  begins  in  an 
ugly  way.  Everytime  the  narrator 
pronounces  “homosexual,”  there 
is  an  audible  pause  between 
“homo-”  and  “-sexual.”  Several 
person-in-the-street  interviews  are 
done  to  gather  opinions  on  the 
relationship  of  gays  and  lesbians  to 
the  church.  The  subjects  inter¬ 
viewed  are  unanimous  in  their 
dislike  of  gays  and  lesbians. 
Because  I  feared  that  another  ex¬ 
ploitive  documentary  was  about  to 
descend  on  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  the  introduction  rais¬ 
ed  my  defenses  and  bristled  my 
sense  of  pride.  The  sensation, 
however,  was  cathartic. 

The  program’s  opening  mo¬ 
ments  confirm  both  the  straight 
persons’  complacent  prejudice  of 
us  and  our  fear  of  oppression. 
However,  the  rest  of  All  God’s 
Children  can  diffuse  and  change 
the  viewers’  attitudes  because  it  is, 


after  all,  a  very  sensitive,  skillful 
and  provocative  examination  of 
the  relationship  of  lesbians  and 
gays  to  God,  religion, .  and  the 
Church.  The  program  is  paced  so 
that  most  of  the  negative  views  on 
homosexuality  appear  at  the 
beginning  or  in  small  doses.  They 
are  immediately  followed  and 
rebutted  by  articulate  statements 
from  members  of  Boston’s  gay 
and  lesbian  religious  community: 
The  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  (MCC — inter-denomin¬ 
ational),  Dignity  (Catholic),  In¬ 
tegrity  (Episcopal)  and  Am-Tikva 
(Jewish).  The  gay  and  lesbian 
viewpoint  dominates  because  of  its 
length,  intelligence  and  placement 
in  the  show. 

All  God’s  Children  is  not  just 
about  gay  and  lesbian  religious 
concerns.  Indeed,  the  hour  long 
program  manages  to  range  into 
issues  of  civil  rights,  the  personal 
trauma  and  triumphs  of  coming 
out,  the-nature  of  the  gay/lesbian 
psyche,  the  role  of  the  conscious  in 
sin,  and  the  participation  of  the 
mainstream  churches  in  our  op¬ 
pression.  All  God’s  Children  is 
one  of  the  few  programs  I  have 
seen  that  accords  lesbians  signifi¬ 
cant  coverage  along  with  gay  men. 

The  program’s  format  could 
best  be  described  as  a  forum.  A 
woman  from  the  fundamentalist 


group  Women  For  Constitutional 
Government,  a  fundamentalist 
Baptist  pastor  (Tom  Ward),  con¬ 
servative  Catholic  Father  Alfred 
Hughes,  Dignity  member  Father 
Thomas  Oddo,  MCC  pastor  Ed¬ 
ward  Hougen  and  others  discuss 
the  questions  of  the  “sinfulness” 
of  homosexuality,  the  “accep¬ 
tance”  of  gays  and  lesbians  by 
mainstream  churches,  the  rise  of 
gay/lesbian  religious  groups,  and 
the  theological  implications  of  our 
lifestyles  and  relationships. 

The  fundamentalists  put  forth 
their  simplistic  condemnations  of 
homosexuality  based  on  scripture 
(Leviticus,  Romans,  etc.).  They 
are  discredited  by  their  insistence 
that  lesbians  and  gays  can  easily 
change  to  become  heterosexuals. 
As  rebuttal,  a  psychiatrist  is 
brought  in  for  a  discussion  of  the 
role  of  choice  with  regard  to  sex¬ 
uality.  The  fundamentalists’  evi¬ 
dent  dislike  for  “overt”  gay  sex¬ 
uality  and  their  desire  for  a 
political  solution  (a  la  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority)  to  militant  gays  also  goes 
far  to  diminish  the  validity  of  their 
views. 

The  conservative  Catholic  priest 
and  the  priest  from  Dignity  serve 
as  a  nice  counterpoint.  The  conser¬ 
vative  view  of  the  sinfulness  of 
homosexual  activity  versus 
homosexual  desire  does  not  stand 


strong  sense  of  family  for  a  gay.” 

A  related  category  Expresses 
Doubt,  as  if  to  imply  that  there 
exists  a  dichotomy  between 
appearances  and  reality  as 
perceived  by  the  speaker.  This  can 
be  seen  in  statements  such  as, 
“women  appear  to  be  capable 
enough  as  managers”  and  the 
“gay  community  seems  to  be  dis¬ 
criminated  against.” 

The  most  pervasive  category  in 
sexist  language  is  Exclusion.  By 
genderizing  words,  society  makes 
sex-discrimination  a  requirement. 
Thus,  when  one  sex  is  stipulated, 
the  other  is  excluded.  Again  it  is 
the  heterosexual  male  and  his  at¬ 
tributed  characteristics  that  are  the 
standard  against  which  all  things 
are  judged.  One  example  is  the  so- 
called  “gender-neutral”  terms 
“man,”  “-man,”  and  “he.”  The 
linguistic  convention  has  been  that 
these  terms  are  to  represent  people 
(males  and  females)  in  general. 
The  problem  arises,  however,  with 
the  fact  that  these  same  terms  are 
to  be  used  to  specify  males  only. 
When  terms  are  used  both 
genetically  to  denote  all  human 
beings  and  specifically 
differentiate  one-half  of  those 
human  beings  from  the  other, 
confusion  and  distortion  result. 
Often  the  usage  is  ambiguous.  The 
passage  may  start  off  with  a 
generic  intent  but  dissolve  into 


male-only  usage,  as  in  the  “The 
caveman  was  a  hunter  .  .  .  and  the 
women  raised  crops.”  Further¬ 
more,  as  we  grow  up  in  this 
culture,  we  hear  “man,”  “-man” 
terms,  and  “he”  referring  to 
“males-only”  some  10  to  20  times 
more  often  than  to  “all  human 
beings.” 

The  fact  that  “-man”  terms 
such  as  Congressman, 
businessman,  policeman  tend  to 
be  seen  as  male-only  can  be 
demonstrated  by  the  change  in  the 
occupational  title  when  a  female 
enters  the  occupation.  Policeman 
becomes  policewoman,  and 
businessman  becomes  lady 
businessman,  for  example. 

A  similar  situation  occurs  with 
occupations  that  do  not  have  the 
suffix  “-man”  but  reflect  the  male 
^  gender-role-appropriateness  ster- 
|  eotype.  Doctor  is  an  example. 
'J  When  a  female  enters  the  profes- 
Js  sion,  she  is  generally  not  referred 
|  to  as  doctor  but  as  a  lady  doctor  or 
woman  doctor.  The  use  of  “fem¬ 
inizing”  adjuncts  (prefixes  and 
suffixes)  designates  a  deviation 
from  the  norm,  doctor,  and  does 
not  carry  the  weight  of  the  term 
unmodified  (e.g.,  President  — 
woman  President;  lawyer  —  lady 
lawyer;  reporter  —  girl  reporter). 
The  new  phrases  sound  slightly 
paradoxical  and  humorous. 

The  Exclusion  category  likewise 
can  be  seen  being  applied  to  the 
gay  community.  A  lesbian  or  gay 
man  in  an  occupation  may  not  be 
referred  to  as  that  occupational 
title  unmodified,  but  as  a  lesbian 
reporter  or  gay  journalist.  The  use 
of  the  adjunct  indicates  a  devi¬ 
ation  from  the  norm;  further,  it 
colors  the  information  presented 
with  stereotypic  implications. 

One  of  the  more  blatant  aspects 
of  sexist  language  is  that  it  defines 
men,  women,  and  gays  differently. 
Males  are  defined  by  their  mind, 
status,  and  job  (“he’s  smart”; 
“he’s  an  engineer”).  Females  and 
gays,  however,  are  defined 
primarily  by  body  imagery  and 
emotional  attributes.  A  female 
may  be  categorized  as 
“beautiful,”  “a  piece  of  ass,”  or 
“hysterical.”  A  lesbian  may  be  an 
“amazon”  and  “tough.”  A  gay 
man  may  be  “limp-wristed”  and 
“sensitive.”  Other  aspects  of  this 
categorization  may  include  animal 
and  food  imagery,  objectification, 
and  vilification  of  sexuality. 

Continued  on  Page  13 


Ron  and  Ernie  receiving  communion  from  Reverend  Edward  Hougen 
and  Acolyte  Alice  Thompson  in  Boston's  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  as  featured  in  All  God's  Children,  WNAC-TV 
up  to  Catholic  teachings  on  the 


role  of  the  conscious.  The  conser¬ 
vative  priest  is  difficult  to  follow 
because  of  his  involuted  theology. 
Dignity’s  view  that  gays  and  les¬ 
bians,  do  not  consider  homosex¬ 


uality  a  sin  because  of  their  per¬ 
sonal  convictions  makes  a  larger 
impact  because  it  is  easier  to 
understand. 

All  of  the  other  thorny  theolog- 
Continued  on  Page  11 
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Discovering  The  Boston  Link 


By  Pete  Kapec 

It  is  now  several  months  since  I 
left  the  throbbing  metropolis  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  to  try  my 
luck  amidst  the  climate  of  unem¬ 
ployment  and  economic  recession 
in  my  home  country,  England. 
New  England,  once  hot  and 
sticky,  has  since  become  an  Eski¬ 
mo’s  paradise,  and  the  mild 
winter  weather  under  which  Old 
England  labored  last  summer  has 
broken  to  become  a  rather  cold, 
wet  and  windy  winter.  Life  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  led  me  to 
wonder  what  life  was  like  in  Bos¬ 
ton,  England,  and  what  these  two 
distinctly  different  places  had  in 
common. 

So,  somewhere  around  Christ¬ 
mas  time,  I  took  a  recent  copy  of 
London’s  Gay  News,  turned  to 
the  center  pages  where  the  tele¬ 
phone  numbers  of  almost  all  the 
gay  pubs,  clubs,  and  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  British  Isles  are  listed, 
and  took  down  the  number  of  the 
Boston  branch  of  the  Campaign 
for  Homosexual  Equality,  or 
“CHE”  for  short  —  the  most  im¬ 
portant  gay  organization  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales. 

CHE  is  an  organization,  now 
based  in  London,  with  branches 
all  over  England,  and  also  a  few  in 
Wales.  The  main  group  in  Scot¬ 
land  is  the  Scottish  Homosexual 
Rights  Group,  with  headquarters 
in  Edinburgh,  whose  efforts  were 
a  very  important  factor  in  the 
legalization  of  homosexuality  in 
Scotland  las’t  summer.  CHE  has 
over  4000  individual  members, 
and  over  100  groups,  which  differ 
widely  according  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  the  location,  but 
which  are  male-dominated  —  the 
women  usually  finding  that  they 
have  more  interest  in  the  feminist 
groups.  The  organization  emerged 
in  1969  mainly  through  the  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  passing  of  the  Sexual 
Offences  Act  of  1967,  which  made 
homosexuality  legal  for  parties 
over  21  in  England  and  Wales,  but 
not  in  Scotland  or  in  North 
Ireland  (homosexuality  only  being 
legalized  in  Scotland  in  February 
1981). 

It  has  no  simple  purpose  of  its 
own  but  rather  incorporates  many 
groups  of  varying  positions.  Its 
main  function,  however,  has  be¬ 
come  social,  though  it  does 
attempt  to  bring  about  reforms  in 
spite  of  a  marked  lack  of  funds 
which  has  become  more  severe 
over  recent  years. 

When  I  called  the  Boston  chap¬ 
ter  of  CHE,  the  phone  was  ans¬ 
wered  by  somebody  called  John 
—  who  I  later  found  put  was  the 
secretary  of  the  group  —  and  he 
invited  me  to  visit  the  group  for 
the  New  Year’s  Eve  party,  and  of¬ 
fered  to  show  me  around  the 
town. 

I  arrived  in  Boston,  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  at  about  two  o’clock  on  a 
rather  bleak  New  Year’s  Eve 
afternoon,  and  made  my  way  to 
the  market  place  where  I  had  ar¬ 
ranged  to  meet  John.  Once  we 
had  identified  each  other,  we  sat 
over  a  pint  of  lager  and  John  told 
me  more  about  the  town.  Most  of 
Boston’s  prosperity  comes  from 
the  nearby  docks.  It  is  situated  on 
the  River  Witham,  only  a  few 


miles  from  the  sea,  and  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  very  flat,  typically 
Lincolnshire  scenery  of  farm  and 
fenland.  The  town  itself  is  a  typi¬ 
cally  English  market  town  with  a 
population  of  27,000,  and  I  was 
lucky  enough  to  arrive  on  one  of 
the  market  days  which  are  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

On  these  days,  the  center  of  the 
town  is  taken  over  by  rows  of 
covered  wooden  tables,  where 
local  traders  sell  everything  from 
saucepans.  to  potatoes  to  books, 
and  people  come  into  the  town 
from  all  over  to  sell  and  to  buy. 
Also  in  the  market  place  is  a  local 
landmark:  the  Church  of  St.  Bo- 
tolph,  whose  high  lantern  tower 
can  be  seen  from  all  around  and 
which  is  known  as  the  Boston 
“Stump.” 

There  are  many  theories  about 
how  the  name  “Boston”  came 
about,  and  the  most  popular  is 
that  it  is  a  corruption  of  “St. 
Botolph’s  town”  —  St.  Botolph 
having  been  a  prominent  monk 
who  founded  a  monastery  here  in 
AD  654.  The  church  itself  was 
completed  in  the  year  1460. 

I  asked  John  about  the  gay 
scene  in  Boston,  first  whether 
there  were  any  commercial  pubs 
or  clubs  in  the  town: 

John:  Not  at  all.  We’re  far  too 
small  a  town.  It  wouldn’t  be  a 
paying  proposition,  I  don’t  think. 

P  But  you  said  that  you  all  met 
in  a  pub  once  a  week? 

J  Yes,  there  is  one  pub.  We 
meet  once  a  week  officially.  They 
are  a  bit  wary.  They  don’t  want 
their  name  publicized.  They’re  not 
bad.  They  make  a  bit  of  money 
out  of  us  on  a  Monday  night  when 
it’s  a  bit  slack.  They  did  get  a  bit 
upset  when  they  received  some 
mail  addressed  to  them  rather 
than  to  us.  Some  people  won’t  go 
because  it’s  public  though. 

P  Do  you  organize  trips  to 
other  towns? 

J  We  try.  It’s  usually  for  three 
or  four  of  us.  They’re  very  reluct¬ 
ant  to  go  far  afield.  They’ll  go  to 
Grantham,  and  they’ll  go  to 
Lincoln  (about  30  miles  away). 
We  go  to  Lincoln  Drettv  regularly. 


distinctively  appointed  guest  rooms,  efficiencies 
and  apartments  blending  conviviality,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Enjoy  complimentary  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast 
on  our  sunny 
enclosed 
porch. 

Saturday  j  an  lnn 

cocktails  in 

the  living  room  around  the  piano  -  sunbathe 
on  the  nicely  landscaped  grounds  -  all  within 
one  block  of  beach,  restaurants,  nightlife. 


UIV 


That  s  aoout  it  really.  The  rest 
is  left  to  individuals.  We  are  very 
remote,  obviously.  It’s  not  easy, 
and  a  night  out  can  be  quite  ex¬ 
pensive. 

P  But  the  role  of  the  group  is 
primarily  social? 

J  Yes  it  is.  We  are  beginning  to 
think  what  else  we  might  do.  Lo¬ 
cally,  you  can’t  do  much  official. 
You’ve  got  to  spread  the  gospel 
individually. 

P  Do  you  ever  go  on  the  Gay 
Pride  marches? 

J  No,  not  yet.  Bernard  (the 
convenor  of  the  group)  has  been 
to  one  or  two  of  the  conferences, 
but  most  of  us  aren’t  politically 
minded.  It’s  only  a  few  that  are 
bothered  about  that  sort  of  thing, 
as  in  any  group.  We  have  got  one 
member  who  is  in  the  archive 
commission  of  CHE.  Perhaps  we 
will  go  when  we  get  developed  a 
little  more.  I  certainly  would  like 
to  get  to  some  of  the  conferences, 
just  to  prove  to  these  London 
people  that  they  aren’t  the  only 
ones  who  really  count. 

P  How  was  the  group  formed, 
anyway? 

J  I  wasn’t  in  at  the  beginning. 
It  was  originally  someone  else  who 
originally  got  it  going.  The  reason 
it  got  going  was  because  there  was 
nowhere  else  to  go,  nothing  else  to 


do,  and  nowhere  to  meet. 

After  a  drink  John  took  me  to 
the  Guildhall,  a  15th  Century 
building,  once  the  home  of  St. 
Mary’s  Guild  and  the  scene  of 
local  government  meetings.  It  has 
now  become  a  small  museum,  and 
it  was  here  that  the  link  with 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  became 
clear.  Apart  from  exhibits  of  local 
interest,  there  are  the  cells  where 
the  leaders  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 
were  imprisoned,  after  they  were 
arrested  trying  to  set  sail  for  the 
New  World  in  1607,  betrayed  by 
the  captain  of  their  ship.  It  was 
only  in  1630,  that  they  were  able 
to  sail  off  successfully,  from 
Plymouth,  England,  and  to  give 
the  names  of  the  two  towns  which 
they  had  known  best  in  England 
to  the  two  towns  which  they 
founded  in  Massachusetts. 

The  New  Year’s  party  was  held 
in  John’s  house  and  the  guests 

God 

Continued  from  Page  10 
ical  and  moral  issues  are  discussed 
with  extremely  coherent  and  in¬ 
telligent  responses  from  the  gay 
and  lesbian  side.  The  message  that 
is  constantly  repeated  by  this  side 
is  one  of  love. 

The  lasting  impression  of  the 
straights  is  a  desire  to  crush  overt 


started  to  arrive  at  about  8:00  that 
evening.  The  first  thing  1  noticed 
about  the  members  of  the  group 
was  that  they  were  all  very  close, 
and  all  knew  each  other  extremely 
well.  As  an  outsider,  I  was  ac¬ 
cepted  into  the  group 
immediately,  and  everyone 
seemed  very  interested  in  what 
was  happening  in  the  United 
States  as  well  as  my  hometowns  of 
Nottingham  and  Hull,  England. 

As  midnight  approached,  the 
guests  became  merrier.  I  asked 
John  if  there  were  a  lot  of  lesbians 
in  the  group  and  he  told  me  that 
there  were  three  or  four  but  they 
had  not  been  able  to  come  to  the 
party.  There  was,  in  effect,  no¬ 
where  for  lesbians  or  gays  in  the 
town,  and  the  group  was  therefore 
the  focal  point  for  all  gay  social 
activity.  At  five  minutes  before 
midnight,  the  group  assembled  in 
the  middle  of  the  dance  floor, 
linked  hands  and  started  to  sing 
Auld  Lang  Syne,  and  as  midnight 
struck,  a  cheer  went  up  in  the 
room  before  everybody  started  to 
make  for  the  kitchen  to  freshen 
their  glasses. 

The  next  morning,  having  drag¬ 
ged  myself  out  of  bed,  I  ate  a  good 
breakfast,  thanked  John  for  his 
hospitality  and  made  my  way 
along  a  rather  winding  road,  to 
the  point  where  the  Pilgrims  had 
tried  to  set  sail,  when  they  were 
betrayed  and  imprisoned.  I  came 
to  the  end  of  the  road,  which 
looked  out  onto  the  River  Witham 
not  far  from  where  it  meets  the 
sea,  and  50  yards  along  the  bank 
was  a  small  concrete  memorial.  It 
was  set  up  only  in  1957  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Pilgrims.  Indeed,  the 
town  of  Boston  seems  very  con¬ 
scious  of  its  links  with  the  Pilgrims 
and  with  the  city  of  the  same  name 
in  Massachusetts.  But  there  is  very 
little  similarity  between  the  two 
places,  the  one  being  the  major 
city  in  New  England,  the  other  a 
small  country  town  in  one  of  the 
most  rural  areas  of  England. 


gay  sexuality.  All  God’s  Children 
should  do  much  to  dispel  many 
stereotypes  because  of  its  messsage 
and  information.  The  media  im¬ 
ages  of  lesbians  and  gays  are  cer¬ 
tainly  not  what  a  straight  audience 
would  expect  since  they  are  not  all 
identifiable  as  gay  or  lesbian 
stereotypes  and  since  they  do  not 
'  Continued  on  page  12 
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Something  Extra  to  read  &  advertisers 
a  place  to  advertise  your  specialized 
products  &  services. 

Advertise 
your 
resort 
for  as 
little 


$22.50* 

camera  ready, 
prepaid 


...indulge 

toujours  gai 

a  resort  slightly  off  the  beaten  track 


Ad  deadline 
Cover  date 
On-sale  date 


Resort 

Supplement 

May  8 
May  23 
May  16 


Music 

Supplement 

May  8 
June  6 
May  30 


June  Book 
Supplement 

May  29 
June  13 
June  6 


To  advertise  in  GCN,  call  Deni  at  (617)  426-7042 


Page  12  •  Gay  Community  News,  April  4,  1981 


Copyright  (£)  by  the  Estate  of  W.H.  Auden;  not  to  be  reproduced  without  written  permission.  Copyright  ©  by  the  Estate  of  W.H.  Auden;  not  to  be  reproduced  without  written  permission. 


Copy  of  marriage  certificate  of  W.H.  Auden  and  Erika  Mann,  Ledbury,  Herefordshire,  Auden  and  Isherwood  at  Bryanston  School,  Blandford,  Dorset:  photo  ca.  1937. 
June  15  1935.  Auden  married  Erika  Mann  in  order  to  provide  her  with  a  British  passport, 
her  German  citizenship  having  been  revoked  by  the  Nazis. 


In  Auden’s  Hand 


W.H.  Auden 

An  exhibition  of  manuscripts  and 
other  materials  from  the  Berg  Col¬ 
lection.  The  New  York  Public 
Library,  5th  Ave.  and  42nd  St., 
through  May. 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

The  Berg  Collection  of  English 
and  American  Literature,  housed 
in  the  New  York  Public  Library,  is 
one  of  the  world’s  outstanding 
literary  archives.  Readers  of  the 
diaries  and  letters  of  Virginia 
Woolf  published  over  the  past  few 
years  may  have  noticed  that  this 
wealth  of  material  can  be  found  at 
Berg;  Whitman  and  Thoreau  are 
among  the  American  authors 
represented  in  the  collection. 

Dr.  Lola  Szladits,  curator  of  the 
Berg  Collection,  has  organized  the 
present  exhibition,  which  reveals 
the  depth  of  the  collection’s 
Auden  holdings,  and  thereby 
celebrates  the  life  and  works  of  a 
great  man  and  poet.  In  accordance 
with  Auden’s  wishes,  none  of  the 
letters  or  other  items  of  a  strictly 
personal  nature  from  the  collec¬ 
tion  are  included  in  this  exhibition; 
yet  the  overall  impression  is  ex¬ 
tremely  personal,  from  the  many 
handwritten  manuscripts  of  early 
unpublished  poems  with  which  the 
survey  begins  to  the  snapshots  at 
the  end  showing  the  village  of 
Kirchstetten  Austria  where  Auden 
is  buried. 

Seen  through  the  focus  of  this 
exhibition,  Auden’s  life  falls 


roughly  into  three  parts.  In  the 
first  part  he  is  seen  as  a  beginning 
poet,  a  brilliant,  not  completely 
serious  stylist.  In  the  thirties  he 
came  into  his  own  as  a  serious 
writer;  it  is  for  this  period  of  his 
life  that  he  is  best  remembered, 
and  looking  back  on  that  era  it  is 
largely  colored  by  the  actions  of 
Auden  and  his  group.  This  was  a 
time  that  has  much  to  teach  us  in 
the  ’80s:  artists  were  coming  to 
terms  with  the  connections  be¬ 
tween  their  personal  lives,  their 
politics,  and  their  art.  Political 
theatre  such  as  the  Auden/Isher- 
wood  collaboration  The  Dog  Be¬ 
neath  the  Skin  first  gained  curren¬ 
cy  during  this  period;  a  more  per¬ 
sonal  manifestation  of  Auden’s 
anti-fascism  is  seen  in  his  marriage 
with  Erika  Mann  (Thomas  Mann’s 
daughter),  enabling  her  to  escape 
Nazi  Germany. 

In  the  last  part  of  his  life  Auden 
retrenched  politically  and  his  in¬ 
creasingly  right-wing  sympathies 
became  somewhat  of  an  embar¬ 
rassment  to  his  followers.  His 
writing  turned  back  to  more  per¬ 
sonal  themes,  while  he  also 
became  heavily  involved  in  artistic 
collaborations,  most  notably  on 
operatic  projects.  There  is  a 
youthful  spriteliness  in  the  later 
works,  and  these  lines  from  a  1973 
libretto,  The  Entertainment  of  the 
Senses,  could  almost  have  come 
from  one  of  his  poems  of  50  years 
previous: 


When  you  see  a  fair  form,  chase  it 
And  if  possible  embrace  it, 

Be  it  a  girl  or  a  boy. 

Don’t  be  bashful:  be  brash,  be  fresh. 
Life  is  short,  so  enjoy 
Whatever  contact  your  flesh 
May  at  the  moment  crave: 

There’s  no  sex-life  in  the  grave. 

Considering  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  materials  included  in  the  ex¬ 
hibit  are  unpublished  manuscripts, 


they  make  exciting  reading.  Seen 
as  handwritten  or  typewritten 
pages,  the  poems  seem  like  per¬ 
sonal  messages  coming  fresh  from 
Auden’s  hand. 

Auden’s  face  is  everywhere:  in 
the  familiar  George  Csema  por¬ 
traits  scattered  throughout  the 
room,  the  many  snapshots.  His  life 
comes  through  the  highly  personal 
style  of  his  writing,  in  inscriptions 


on  books  “from  Wystan  and 
Chester,”  the  stark  reality  of  the 
marriage  certificate,  and  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  friendships  that  became 
collaborations.  After  wandering 
happily  through  the  traces  of  this 
life,  I  felt  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
Auden’s  famous  epigram: 

Private  faces  in  public  places 

Are  wiser  and  nicer 

Than  public  faces  in  private  places. 


Copyright  ©  by  the  Estate  of  W.H.  Auden;  not  to  be  reproduced  without  written  permission 
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MEDICAL  ASPECTS  OF 
SEXUAL  ORIENTATION 


A  SYMPOSIUM 


SPONSORED  BY 


BAY  AREA  PHYSICIANS  FOR 
HUMAN  RIGHTS 

FRIDAY,  SATURDAY  -  JUNE  26,  27  - 1981 

LOCATION:  SAN  FRANCISCO  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  AUDITORIUM 


Presentations  will  include: 

Clinical  Approach  to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Patient 
Sexually  Transmitted  Diseases 
Psychosocial  Issues  of  Alternate  Lifestyles 
Sexual  Dysfunction 

Professional  and  Personal  Implications  of  Same-Sex  Orientation 


THE  PROGRAM  WILL  PROVIDE  9  [NINE]  HOURS  OF  CATEGORY  I  C.M.E  CREDIT 
REGISTRATION  FEE'  Physicians  $95.00 

House  Staff  $50.00 

Medical  Students  $20.00 

Saturday  afternoon  [optional]  will  be  devoted  to  planning  for  a 
national  association  of  gay  and  lesbian  physicians. 

For  more  information,  including  pi^registration  forms,  hotel  accommodations,  airfare,  etc. 
Write  to: 


BAPJI.R.  SYMPOSIUM 
P.O.  Box  14546 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


°rCall:  [415]  673-3189 

[Mon.  -  Sat.,  8  am  -  8  pm  pst] 


TV 

X  ▼  Continued  from  page  11 
hesitate  to  affectionately  embrace 
on  screen. 

The  show  was  gratifying  not  on¬ 
ly  because  I  view  it  as  the  most  ac¬ 
curate  depiction  of  gay  and  lesbian 
life  to  reach  television  but  also 
because  it  had  a  strong  emotional 
effect  on  me.  It  is  very  moving  to 
see  and  hear  the  devotion  and  faith 
of  the  program’s  participants. 
Since  I  used  to  monitor  fundamen¬ 
talist  TV  for  its  homophobic  con¬ 
tent,  I  was  surprised  to  see  a  gay 
spiritual/revival  covered  whose 
members  used  the  same  Christian 
patter  straight  from  the  700  Club 
(fundamentalist  Christian  TV 
Show). 

Because  All  God’s  Children  is 
aimed  at  a  gay  audience  too,  there 
is  a  serious  discussion  of  the 
hostility  that  many  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  have  for  organized  religion 
and  the  work  the  lesbian  and  gay 
groups  are  trying  to  do  to  revive 
the  “gay/lesbian  spirit.” 

Even  for  those  lesbian  and  gay 


people  who  have  little  fondness  for 

religion.  All  God’s  Children 
presents  the  common  opression  we 
all  face.  The  coming  out  stories  of 
some  of  the  pastors  and  worship¬ 
pers,  and  an  interview  with  a 
pastor’s  parents  who  tell  of  their 
reaction  to  the  discovery  of  their 
son’s  gayness,  expands  the  appeal 
of  the  program. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  All  God’s 
Children  is  a  local  production 
WNAC-TV  filmed  it  in  Boston  us¬ 
ing  Boston’s  own  gay  and  lesbian 
religious  groups  who  should  all  be 
congratulated  for  their  close  work 
with  the  program’s  producer. 
They  have  indeed  made  an  enor¬ 
mous  contribution  to  the  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation  movement. 

All  God’s  Children  will  be 
shown  in  Boston  on  Tuesday, 
March  31  from  8:00  pm  to  9:00  pm 
on  Channel  7.  I  urge  everyone  to 
watch.  I  urge  everyone  to  call  the 
station  with  their  comments  also. 
Good  programming  dealing  with 
lesbian  gay  issues  is  rare  and 
should  be  vigorously  encouraged. 
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Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn _ 

CHAT ting  On  The  Phone 


By  Nancy  Walker 

When  we  lived  in  Toronto  we 
belonged  to  CHAT  (Community 
Homophile  Association  of  Tor¬ 
onto)  and  we  believed  in  it  pas¬ 
sionately.  My  sother  (significant 
other)  and  I  tend  to  believe  pas¬ 
sionately  in  whatever  we  believe 
in,  and  to  act  on  what  we  believe 
in,  in  much  the  same  zealous  way. 
Our  convictions  often,  therefore, 
get  in  the  way  of  our  survival,  and 
we  have  found  ourselves,  from 
time  to  time,  hanging  on  by  our 
fingernails  as  the  raft  carrying  our 
possessions  slid  swiftly  downstream. 

My  sother  was  trying  to  acquire 
a  Ph.D.  in  English  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Toronto,  which  was  the 
reason  for  our  being  in  Canada 
rather  than  in  New  York,  the  place 
of  our  birth,  the  foundation  of 
our  accent,  the  home  of  our  fam¬ 
ilies,  the  well-spring  of  our  chutzpah. 

The  year  was  1971  and  the  world 
was  taking  on  a  new  dimension 
for  us.  We  were  beginning  to  see 
life  through  lavender  colored 
glasses,  and  it  was  a  heady  exper¬ 
ience.  CHAT  put  us  in  touch  with 
“our  own  people”  and  gave  great 
impetus  to  our  social  life  while 
making  academic  life  more  and 
more  difficult.  But  we  could  not 
avoid  a  commitment  to  the  gay  lib¬ 
eration  movement,  even  in  another 
country. 

CHAT  had  several  main  thrusts 
at  that  time  (it  was  the  largest 
organization  of  its  kind  in  Canada), 
among  them  a  social  service  doing 
“peer  counseling,”  speakers  pro¬ 
viding  educational  outreach  to  the 
non-gay  community,  and  a  social 
alternative  to  the  bars. 

One  of  the  most  important 
aspects  of  the  social  service  opera¬ 
tion  was  the  maintaining  of  a  tele¬ 
phone  “hot  line,”  supposedly 
available  twenty-four  hours  a  day, 
seven  days  a  week,  with  no  time 
off  for  good  behavior.  This  un¬ 
believable  achievement  was  ac¬ 
complished  by  the  expedient  of 
“call  forwarding”  which  made  it 
possible  for  all  the  calls  coming  in 
to  the  CHAT  office  to  be  sent  by 
means  of  technical  magic  to  any 
other  telephone  in  the  area. 

For  some  strange  reason  there 


was  an  aura  of  superiority  and  elit¬ 
ism  about  the  telephones.  Every¬ 
one,  simply  everyone  wanted  to 
answer  them,  whether  or  not  they 
knew  how  to  do  so,  whether  or 
not  they  were  trained  as  “coun¬ 
selors,”  whether  or  not  they  had 
any  common  sense,  compassion 
or  any  other  skill  that  could  be  con¬ 
ceived  of  as  necessary  and  proper 
to  such  an  activity. 

I  was  always  appalled  at  the 
cavalier  manner  in  which  the 
“power  structure”  bestowed  the 
telephone  assignments.  I  believed, 
in  my  naive  way,  that  answering 
the  telephones  was  a  very  serious 
affair  not  to  be  taken  lightly  or 
entered  into  for  the  greater  glory 
of  oneself.  My  sother,  of  course, 
A  agreed  witlf  me  completely  on  the 
matter  of  telephones,  and  when 
we  were  asked  to  take  the  phones 
for  the  first  time,  we  discussed  it 
with  grave  concern.  After  all,  peo¬ 
ple  in  great  distress  might  call, 
people  on  the  brink  of  suicide, 
people  desperate  for  consolation 
or  advice.  How  could  we  adequately 
handle  such  calls,  we  who  had  no 
training  in  crisis  intervention?  We 
barely  knew  where  all  the  baths, 
bars  and  organizations  were,  but 
we  also  knew  that  we  were  intelligent 
and  resourceful,  so  we  accepted 
the  heavy  responsibility.  We  put 
our  list  of  vital  information  (about 
places  of  interest,  VD  clinics, 
hotels,  motels  and  watering  holes) 
on  the  dresser  next  to  the  telephone, 
and  waited  in  fear  and  trembling 
for  the  first  ring. 

The  first  jingle  jangled  my 
nerves.  I  arose  from  my  chair  in 
the  living  room  (we  had  a  tiny  one 
bedroom  apartment,  but  the  phone 
didn’t  reach  from  one  room  to  the 
other)  and  walked  with  pounding 
heart  to  the  bedroom.  I  picked  up 
the  receiver.  It  was  a  man.  Not  a 
young  man.  He  did  not  sound  par¬ 
ticularly  anguished  or  frightened, 
so  I  was  able  to  control  my  breath¬ 
ing  a  little  and  begin  to  relax. 

“Are  you,”  he  asked,  “er,  ah, 
a  you  know,  homosexual?”  Oh 
dear,  he’s  worried,  I  thought.  He 
needs  reassurance.  He  must  think, 
since  I’m  a  woman,  that  he’s  got 
the  wrong  number.  Oh,  poor,  poor, 


Language 

Continued  from  page  10 

The  general  rule  of  sexist  lang¬ 
uage  is  that  females  and  gays  are 
designated  in  terms  that  connote 
something  humorous,  cute,  trivial, 
devalued  and  derogated  whereas 
the  male  (heterosexual)  terms  do 
not  have  these  connotations. 

To  change  negative  social  atti¬ 
tudes  and  perceptions  one  must 
change  the  underlying  behaviors 
—  in  this  case,  the  sexist  language 
patterns.  To  bring  about  change 
requires  active  vigilance  con¬ 
cerning  the  implicit  and  explicit 
forms  of  sexism  in  language. 
Receptivity  to  change  begins  with 
an  awareness  of  the  social  dis¬ 
crepancy  as  reflected  in  the  linguis¬ 
tic  discrepancy. 

The  media  need  to  be  examined 
in  this  context.  A  few  of  the  major 
book  publishers  have  provided 
guidelines  for  avoidance  of  sexist 
language  and  stereotyping.  What 
guidelines  newspapers,  magazines, 
and  television  may  have  do  not 


appear  to  be  strictly  adhered  to, 
particularly  with  respect  to 
females.  The  media’s  use  of  sexist 
language  reinforces  and  perpet¬ 
uates  gender-stereotyping  and 
inequality. 

What  can  be  done  individually 
and  collectively?  Individuals  can 
become  aware  of  the  sexism  in 
general  and  in  their  own  speech  in 
particular.  We  can  change  our 
speech  patterns  by  eliminating 
stereotyping  expressions.  We  can 
change  pronouns  to  other  words 
(“every  child  takes  his  place”  to 
“every  child  takes  a  place”).  We 
can  change  to  plurals  (“every  child 
takes  his  place”  to  “all  children 
take  their  places”).  We  can  use 
alternate  forms  (“every  child  takes 
his  or  her  place”).  Use  the  passive 
voice  (“places  are  taken  by  every 
child”).  Or  we  can  address  the 
reader  or  listener  as  “you”  (“you 
can  take  your  place”). 

On  a  larger  scale,  change  can  be 
accelerated  by  a  two-pronged  at¬ 


man.  As  calmly  and  gently  as  l 
could  I  said,  “Yes,  yes  indeed,  I 
certainly  am.” 

“Er,  do  you  live  with  a  special 
person?”  he  responded. 

Thinking  that  my  own  domestic 
tranquility  would  give  his  morale  a 
boost,  I  responded  with  an  equal 
mixture  of  pride  and  consideration 
in  my  voice,  “Yes.  I  live  with  a 
woman  I  love  very  much.”  Pause. 

“If  I  pay  you  $150,  can  I  come 
and  watch?”  he  asked,  not  jok¬ 
ingly.  I  actually  knew  what  he 
wanted  to  watch.  This  was  no  un¬ 
easy,  needful  brother.  It  was  a 
straight  voyeur,  thinking  he’d 
lucked-out  by  getting  a  female  on 
the  phone.  He  was  surprised  at  the 
anger  I  projected  when  I  refused 
his  generous  offer.  His  assumption 
had  been  that  all  gays  were  also 
prostitutes  and  would  welcome 
money  for  anything.  I  did  inform 
him  that  he  had  a  head  full  of  mis¬ 
information,  without,  incidentally, 
using  any  inflammatory  language. 
But  I  was  furious. 

After  that  initial  encounter,  I 
lost  my  anxiety  about  answering 
the  phones,  and  during  the  next 
few  years  dealt  with  every  con¬ 
ceivable  kind  of  call,  eventually 
becoming  head  of  the  social  ser¬ 
vice  and  assigning  other  poor  good- 
natured  volunteers.  By  that  time, 
however,  no  one  was  foolish  enough 
to  believe  that  working  on  the 
phones  was  a  rare  privilege.  Every¬ 
one  knew  it  was  tedious,  time- 
consuming  and  thankless.  We  did 
it  for  the  few  people  to  whom  it 
made  a  very  significant  difference. 
And  the  volunteers  were  subjected 
to  training  before  answering  the 
iphones. 

One  night,  when  the  phones 
had  been  forwarded  to  our  apart¬ 
ment,  I  was,  of  necessity,  other¬ 
wise  occupied,  so  my  sother  agreed 
to  answer  the  calls.  By  then  she 
knew  what  the  routine  was,  and 
she  is  exceptionally  good  at  deal¬ 
ing  with  problems.  Her  first  call 
went  like  this:  “Hi  (male  voice),  I 
have  a  problem.  I  like  to  mastur¬ 
bate  while  talking  to  a  woman 
over  the  telephone.  What  can  I  do 
about  it?”  Since  he  seemed  neither 
gay,  nor  seriously  disturbed  about 


his  “problem,”  my  sother  told 
him  to  “go  to  the  library  and  look 
up  autoeroticism  in  the  card  cata¬ 
logue.”  He  asked  her  how  to  spell 
“autoeroticism,”  and  beat  a  hasty 
retreat. 

By  the  time  we  left  CHAT  to 
return  to  this  country,  I  was  on 
“automatic.”  Every  time  1  heard 
a  phone  ring,  no  matter  whose,  no 
matter  when,  no  matter  where,  I 
would  reach  for  it  and  answer, 
“CHAT,  may  I  help  you.”  It 
literally  took  years  for  me  to  stop 
doing  that. 

My  sother  and  I  usually  do  our 
banking  on  Saturday.  The  bank 
closes  at  1:00  pm.  We  live  about  a 
15  minute  walk  from  the  bank  and 


we  usually  leave  the  apartment  at 
12:50  which  requires  a  quick- 
march  or  we  don’t  have  any  money 
for  the  next  week.  A  couple  of 
weeks  ago,  by  some  miracle,  we 
left  for  the  bank  with  about  ten 
minutes  to  spare.  On  the  way,  we 
passed  an  outdoor  public  tele¬ 
phone  which  happened  to  be  ring¬ 
ing.  I  couldn’t  resist.  The  old  call 
of  the  wild  came  upon  me,  and  I 
succumbed.  I  answered.  A  man’s 
voice  said,  “Who  is  this?” 

In  my  best  business  voice  I  re¬ 
plied,  “You  have  reached  an  out¬ 
door  public  telephone.” 

“Would  you  like  to  blow  me? 
he  asked.  Gee,  it  felt  just  like  old 
times... 


Off-screen 
someone  wanted 
him  dead. 


tack  of  research  and  action.  As 
psychologist  Wendy  Martyna  sug¬ 
gests,  the  results  of  research  on 
sexist  language  needs  to  be  popu¬ 
larized  via  lay  publications.  In 
addition,  more  research  needs  to 
be  encouraged.  There  needs  to  be 
an  organized  demand  for  media 
and  government  guidelines  and 
regulations  encouraging  non-sexist 
language  usage.  Public  advertise¬ 
ments  are  one  way  to  help  raise 
consciousness  of  the  existence  and 
extent  of  sexist  language.  To  put 
pressure  on  the  media  and  govern¬ 
mental  agencies  to  change  policy, 
letter-writing  campaigns  can  be 
effective.  Like-wise,  workshops 
for  those  with  the  power  to  effect 
language  change  can  precipitate 
action. 

Language  is  power.  As  has  been 
suggested  by  Martyna,  non-sexist 
language  usage  would  not  only 
reflect  a  move  toward  a  non-sexist 
ideology,  but  also  function  in  itself 
as  a  form  of  social  equality. 
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Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS 

Contact  other  open  minded  gay/bisex¬ 
ual  women  quickly  and  inexpensively 
through  new  monthly  exclusive  per¬ 
sonal  ad  listings.  Send  $1.00  for  info  to: 
Pandora's  Box,  Suite  207,  420  South 
Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212.  (37) 


HOLLY  NEAR’S  LATEST 
Holly  Near’s  newest  release 
“Fire  In  the  Rain” 
with  eleven  new  songs  by  Holly 
is  available  now/ 
to  order  send  $6.98  to: 
MIcroMusIc  Dept.  G1 
PO  Box  232,  Duarte,  CA  91010 
Visa,  Mastercard  accepted 
CA  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 


SANDY  FM  FLA  (SHOT  IN  DARK) 
Lets  smoke  again.  I  miss  the  color  of 
your  hair.  Come  to  Fla  with  me  in  July. 
I'm  already  set.  I  just  want  to  see  you 
somewhere?  GCN  Box  391. _ (36) 

PROF  F  SKS  GF  OR  STRA  35-40 
to  fight  infla.  Share  a  very  comfortable 
home.  Must  be  stable,  affectionate,  car¬ 
ing,  respo.  No  drugs,  discreet.  Your  last 
chance  offer.  GCN  Box  389. _ (36) 

A  POME  FOR  YOU 
the  trouble  with  spelling 
is  there’s  no  telling 
who’s  tilling  or  spilling. (35) 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
It  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  sd?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  QWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  went  It  otherwise. 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We  tried  to  fix  our  LMQ 
But  that  seems  very  hard  to  do 
Since  all  I  want  to  do  is  play 
With  Wildfire  all  night  and  day. 

We  don’t  lose  either  way. 

I  love  you  more  than  light-emitting 
diodes. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Thanks  for  the  good  wishes.  We  spent 
the  day  quietly  alone  together.  Have 
had  two  accidents  already  w /  new  car. 
Also  replaced  master  brake  cylinder. 
Don't  know  when  or  if  we  can  travel. 
Much  Is  happening.  _ 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
Miss  you.  Are  you  all  right?  Any  jobs 
lined  up,  any  men  lined  up? _ 

PJM 

Thank  you  so  much  for  the  card.  You 
always  remember,  and  I  am  always  very 
touched  by  your  caring.  I  look  forward 
to  seeing  you  in  the  near  future. _ 

SHERI  AND  LOIS 

What  a  terrific  turtle!  We  loved  him. 
Henry's  nose  is  out  of  joint,  however. 
He  really  thought  he  was  the  only  one 
in  the  world!  Mouse  says  a  million 
thanks  for  the  magazine.  You  are  so 
very  thoughtful  and  kind. _ 

JENNIFER  S.  .  .?  BOSTON 
&  others  at  NEWSA  Conf:  Wmn  &  Rac¬ 
ism  Sat  AM  wkrshp  grp  on  Inter¬ 
racial/cultural  families  10  more  wmn 
Intrst  via  netwrk  rm.  Please  call  soon!! 
Marilyn  (617)  524-1970  (hm)  876-7767 
tw*> _  (36) 

Non-smoking  atheist  woodsman,  24, 
would  like  to  meet  someone  of  similar 
age  who  shares  his  interest  in  trees  & 
drug-free,  fun-filled  country  living. 
Write  Tim  Brown,  Box  1277,  Conway, 
NH  03818. _ (36) 

BARRY  ERNIE  MARC 
Rittners  wouldn't  have  been  the  same  I 
hope  we  make  it  before  Mary  hits  GQ 
wishing  you  success  and  Maline.  Love 
Sharon. _  (36) 

Are  there  any  GM  mineral  collectors  out 
there?  25  to  40.  Would  be  interested  in 
meeting  you.  Will  show  local  collecting 
areas.  Am  35,  5 ’8",  write  C.  L.  Holt, 
RFD  #1  —  Box  41,  Milan,  NH  03588. 
Tourmaline  my  favorite. _ (37) 

Seattle  leonine  gay  man  late  computer 
programmer  nascent  cabinet-maker 
carpenter  bakes  bread  heals  VW  bus 
sometimes  seeks  person  people  for 
intimacy  touching  sharing  holding 
caring  must  keep  commitments  have 
you  read  Man  to  Man  let’s  talk.  Mike 
POB  21 284-B  Seattle,  WA  98111.  (37) 

STONEHAM,  MASS 
There  must  be  more  than  one  gay 
person  living  in  this  town.  Let’s  get 
acquainted.  Is  It  true  what  they  say 
about  10%?  438-9442.  (37) 

Professional  LF  25  feeling  isolated  & 
alone,  looking  to  meet  other  LF’s  on 
Cape  Cod.  Enjoy  simple  pleasures, 
quiet  lifestyle  &  many  interests.  GCN 
Box  394.  (38) 

GWM,  36,  seeks  GWF  for  marriage  of 
convenience,  willing  to  negotiate  con¬ 
tract  to  fit  your  needs.  Write  GCN  Box 
395. _ (39) 
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Free  30  word  ad  from  Canada's  fastest 
growing  pen  pal  club.  Info  upon 
request.  SASE.  R.  W.  Box  702,  Verdun, 
QUE,  Canada  H4G  3G6.  (36) 

LEAVING  FOR  CALIF. 

GWM  38  strait  acting  leaving  Boston 
early  Apr  w /  2-man  house  trailer.  Will 
take  2  mos  seeing  States  on  way. 
Would  like  GM  17-22  friend  companion 
lover  helpmate  non-smoker  no  drugs, 
weirdos.  Strait  acting.  All  expense  paid 
+  pocket  money.  436-0188 _ (36) 


Be  an  angel!  Jonathan  Katz,  Gay  Ameri- , 
can  Hist,  wants  to  rite  Gay  play.  Is  there 
patron  to  fund  me  1  yr  wile  I  rite?  W/out 
$  I  can't!  Contact  JK  c/o  J  Raines,  475 
5th  Ave,  NY,  NY  10017. _ (39) 

Slightly  neurotic,  bookish  puella  inter¬ 
ested  In  history  &  language  seeks 
same.  Al,  497-5951  after  7  pm, _ (36) 

HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY  TOM 
Two  years!  We’ve  come  a  long  way 
from  the  top  floor  of  a  Greek  restaurant. 
Love,  Babo. _ (36) 

SM 

Barbara  says  it  all  in  run  wild 
Sad  but  so  true 

_ Your  Angel  of  The  Morning 

I  am  looking  for  a  gay  doctor  who  will 
accept  a  person  with  CP  who  accepts 
Medicare  &  Medicaid,  for  more  info 
please  call  262-6632. _ (37) 


AWA 

Newly  formed  Gay  Group  in 
Southern  Maine 
No  Dues  or  Fees 
Write:  AWA,  P.O.  Box  746 
Old  Orchard  Beach,  Maine  04064 


SERVICES 


Reliable  efficient  housecleaning  done 
for  you  at  reasonable  rates.  References 
available.  Give  yrself  more  free  time. 
Patrick  442-9514.  _ (37) 

ACUPUNCTURE 

Has  been  effective  in  treating  chronic 
pain  &  stress  as  well  as  urogenital,  di¬ 
gestive  &  menstrual  disorders.  For  in¬ 
formation  &  appointment  call  Michael 
Zucker  (617)  661-4070  or  924-3332.  (37) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  TROUBLED  GAYS 
Help  with  accepting  your  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence,  learning  to  deal  with  homophobia 
and  all  the  other  human  problems  like 
depression,  loneliness  and  low  self¬ 
esteem.  Initial  interview  at  no  charge. 
Ruth  Chessman,  Watertown,  MA. 
923-0428. _  (39?) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
You  are  not  alone!  Therapy  group  for 
Gay/BI  married  men  forming  to  focus 
on  related  issues.  Call  Francis 
Giambrone,  MA  661-4070  or  451-1398 

(28) 

No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  It?  For  qual¬ 
ity  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (25) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

Experienced  housecleaner  and  relaxa¬ 
tion  &  meditation  instructor  by  Jr  in  col¬ 
lege.  Excellent  references.  John  524- 
4139,  7-8  a.m.  &  9-10:30  p.m.  Athletic 
summer-shape-up  program  too. 
_ _ _  (36) 

GAY  MEN’S  GROUP 
Gay  men's  group  has  openings.  Focus 
will  be  on  general  issues  using  a  variety 
of  techniques.  Call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  or  661-4070.  (38) 


HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  GP 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  furn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
338-9472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  c/o  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St„  Boston 
MA  02108 

Attractive  GWM,  30,  5’11”,  149  lbs, 
cleancut,  many  interests,  very  honest, 
no  drugs.  Sks  similar,  looking  for  that 
special  guy.  Am  15  mins  West  of  Bos- 
ton.  Photo  helpful.  GCN  Box  384.  (36) 

GAY  HARVARD  ALUM  GP  FORMING 
Send  stamped  addressed  envelope  to 
Rofes  c/o  GCN  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 

ALL  ACTIVISTS  READ  THIS 
Mass  is  sending  delegates  to  the 
National  Conference  on  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights,  Apr  21-26  in  LA.  This  conf 
will  form  the  national  coalition  we’ve  all 
been  waiting  for  &  will  begin  to  fight  the 
Right.  Pis  send  contribution  to  help 
transport  our  delegates  to  LA.  Cks  to 
"Pride"  c/o  Kelly,  285  Harvard  St.,  #102, 
Camb,  MA  02139. _ (cj 

Tf  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numffei* 
in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
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Classified 
day  public 
All  ads  mu 
by  phone. 
Gay  Com 
Mass.  021 
Since  we  a 
your  area 
number. 
Business  : 
per  line)  a 
lines  are ! 
Non-busine 
ters  per  li 
lines  are 

If  you  wish 
Our  hour; 
Friday. 
Box  numbc 
you  pick 
mail  forws 
forwarded 
you  want 
$6.00  cha 

Name 
Add  re 

id  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun-  Display  classifieds  (boxed  ad 

sation).  Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  ru 

st  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  p|ease  cjrc|e  one  of  the  folloi 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  AriAOTi,CAi 

munity  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  accommodations 

Qg  instruction  job  opportu 

re  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  just  friends  losts  fol 

code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  MOVERS 

PERSONALS  prisoner 

$6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  REAL  estate 
nd  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head-  roommates 

11.00  for  25  characters.  Headlines - at  $ - 

ss:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  charac- 

ne);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Head-  First  4  lines . at  $ - 

50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Each  additional  line  at  $ 

are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  we 

irs  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if 

up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  we 
irded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 

at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00 
mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  -taj  *  ■  rkipi 
rge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time.  1  vl  ML  EiMVsLVsv 

Please  Print  Neatly 

Citv 

s)  $10  per  co 

n 

wing  ad  cate< 

ITS 

nities 

ND 

OHS 

s 

per  wk.  $ 

per  wk.  $ 

per  wk.  $ 

eks  $ 

»eks  $ 

$ 

ED  $ 

State 

umn  inch. 

gories:  i 

FOR  SALE 

JOBS  WANTED 
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Account  No.  □  VISA 

Expiration  Date  □  MASTERCHARGE 

BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
has  2  openings.  Grp  explores  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  For  apptmt,  call  628-8286  & 

leave  message  for  Jim  Fishman,  M$W. 

 (27) 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

List  of  gay  radio/cable  TV  shows  in  US, 
Canada.  $1,  John  Zeh,  99  W.  McMillan, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _  (y) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  woman,  tfia/r  frlond*,  and  Itmlllot. 

(617)  861  -8824  Lexington,  MA 


ROOMMATES 


GM  23  sks  attractive  GM  17-21  to  share 
3%  rm  1  bdrm  apt  in  Lynn.  No  pets  or 
smoker  120/mo  inc  ht  other  util  extra. 
Am  Ikng  to  build  lasting  relationship. 
GCN  Box  397. _ 

2  GF  sk  1  F  rmte  to  share  sunny  Bright¬ 
on  apt  close  to  T.  Non-smokers  only. 
$140/mo  incl  ht/hw,  share  other  utils. 
566-7897. _  (36) 

2  GMs  sk  1  GM  to  share  apt  in 
Weymth.  300/mo  Inc  utils  meals  laund 
own  rm  2  pools  2  tennis  cts  prk  space. 
Call  eves  after  6, 331-0131. _ (36) 

WARM  NATURAL  APARTMENT 
Looking  for  M  20  to  30  preferably  a 
nudist  to  share  very  warm  apt  w/GM 
own  room  260/mo  includes  all  utils 
Paul  536-2213, 9  to  9. _ (36) 

2  LF  need  3rd  for  Ige  house  —  Allston, 
big  yard,  garden,  pkng.  Great  deal,  2 
blks  to  bus  &  train.  Call  us  —  Amy  or 
Blitzen  254-51 10  keep  trying. _ (36) 

Housemate:  1  female  needed  for  non¬ 
sectarian,  non-sexist  newly  forming 
coop  in  Boston.  783-4168. _ (36) 

BACK  BAY  APARTMENT 
GM,  27  non-smoker,  neat,  friendly  sks 
same  to  share  Beacon  St  apt  beg.  May 
1.  $250/mo  +  util,  nr  MBTA,  Incl  wkg 
frpl,  hot  wtr,  d&d,  mod  k  &  b,  own  rm. 
Eves  (617)  247-2091. _ (37) 

S.  End  —  GM,  26  into  al  lifestyle;  prog 
politics;  class  mus,  jazz;  biking;  nature; 
fixing  up  apt  In  brownstone;  sk  resp 
compatible  GM  fr  indep  hsehld.  Ig  rm 
200,  sm  rm  160  incl  ht.  No  bar  flies  or 
smokers.  Bruce  424-1490. _ (37) 

HOUSEMATES  WANTED 
LF  26  sks  GF/GM  to  shr  8  rm  hse  in 
Malden.  Frpl,  yd,  mod  k&b,  darkroom, 
extra  rm  for  office/studio,  etc.  Nr  MBTA, 
pond,  hosp.  Safe  area  322-4953.  (37) 

Three  men,  one  gay,  two  straight, 

looking  for  gay  men  or  women,  Bi,  or 
straight,  to  live  in  a  commune  type 
setting  in  Salem,  NH  area.  35  min  to 
downtown  Boston.  Should  have  trans¬ 
portation.  Hoping  to  find  house  by 
March.  Write  (in  a  little  detail  of 
yourself  and  desires)  In  C/O  GCN  Box 
372. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Reliable  emplyd  man  to  do  restoration/ 
crpntry  in  xchng  fr  rdcd  rent,  expcd 
Bstn  area.  Mike  only  9-5, 426-9360.  (36) 

FOR  SALE _ 

Going  abroad  must  sell  apt  contents 
incl  small  gray  velvet  chesterfield, 
armchrs,  Imps,  also  ’71  Plym  Scamp 
runs  well,  men's  bike  best  offers  (401) 
751^2449.  (38) 

1956  Ford  Vi  ton  pick-up,  51,000  orlg 
miles.  Driven  daily,  runs  well,  needs 
some  body  work.  $800  or  best  reason- 
able  offer.  442-5711  any  time _ (c) 

Handcrafted  modern  maple  couch  for 
sale.  Made  by  lesbian  woodworker. 
$200.  Holds  3/4  Futon  mattress. 
628-0617. _ (C) 


WANTED _ 

LOVING  FOSTER  HOME 
Supportive,  caring  gay  home  in  Rl 
needed  for  17  yr  old  lesbian.  Placement 
will  be  subsidized.  Call  (401)  728-6023, 
ask  for  Ellen  or  Irene. _ (36) 

Author  of  several  pornographic  novels 
about  homosexual  sex  in  prison  pub¬ 
lished  some  years  ago  is  seeking  co¬ 
author  to  rewrite  them  into  acceptable 
modern  novel  for  publication  by  regular 
non-pornographic  publisher.  I  will 
provide  the  old  novels  as  a  framework, 
but  have  no  time  to  put  into  rewriting 
them.  I  offer  you  joint  by-line  +  50%  of 
any  income  derived  from  the  project. 
You  must  be  able  to  work  on  project 
w/out  Income  until  it  is  sold  to  a  pub¬ 
lisher,  &  to  risk  that  it  might  never  sell.  I 
have  had  many  non-fiction  bks  pub¬ 
lished  by  major  publishers,  but  not  fic- , 
tlon,  so  while  I  do  have  publishing 
industry  contacts  there  are  the  obvious 
problems  of  a  first  major  fiction  sale. 
GCN  Box  396. _ (36) 

JOBS  WANTED 

WONDER  WOMAN  STROKES  BACK 
Experienced  &  thoughtful  housepainter 
creates  miracles  with  walls.  Energetic 
grad  student  painting  way  thru  school. 
Very  reasonable.  265-6537.  _ (36) 

GCN  STAFF  MEMBER  NEEDS 
Part-time  job,  Sundays  or  eves.  Can  do 
light  physical;  typing;  clerical;  data 
entry.  Boston-Camb  area.  Maida 
426-4469. _  (C) 

CPA's— need  a  staff  acct?  LF  now  with 
Big  8,  1  yr  exper,  MBA,  willing  to 
sacrifice  $  for  environment.  Call!  (617) 
277-2986,  ask  for  H. _ (36) 

GM  sks  job  as  floral  designer  in  Boston- 
South  Shore  area.  Recent  graduate  of 
Rittners  963-3835.  (36) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

DISTRIBUTOR  WANTED 

We  represent  a  San  Francisco  Lesbian 
artist  whose  first  series  of  prints  show 
her  agony-ecstasy  of  coming  out.  We 
are  producing  these  as  posters  and 
need  a  distributor  to  get  as  excited 
about  her  talents  as  we  are.  Contact- 
BEAR  ENTERPRISES,  53  Ord  Ct,  San 
Francisco,  CA  (415)  552-1432.  (36) 


XANADU  GRAPHICS 
is  looking  for  a  typesetting  trainee:  a 
person  who  can  touch  type  (speed  not 
as  important  as  accuracy),  who  knows 
the  English  language  comfortably,  can 
hyphenate  properly,  and  likes  to  deal 
with  words.  A  comfortable  place  to 
work.  Write,  tell  us  about  yourself  and 
we  will  arrange  an  interview.  143  Albany 
St.,  Cambridge  02139. _ 

Work  this  summer  for  small  tree  & 
landscape  co  on  Cape  Cod.  For  info 
send  resume,  expectations  &  personal 
data  to  GCN  Box  392.  Send  yr  address  & 
phone#. _ (36) 

BOOKKEEPER 

FIT  Collective  Staff,  Co-op  Warehouse, 
full  charge  exp  desired.  $207/wk  & 
HCHP.  Write  for  application  &  descrip: 
NEFCO,  129  Franklin  St.,  Camb,  MA 
02139.  Deadline  for  completed  applica¬ 
tions:  4/15/81.  No  walk-ins  or  phone 
calls.  Women/minorities  especially  en- 
couraged. _  (37) 

EXPERIENCED  TYPESETTER 
Interested  in  social  change,  for  com¬ 
munity  media  collective.  Fundraising 
experience  helpful.  $177  for  30  hr  week. 
Some  evening  hours.  Could  lead  to  full¬ 
time.  Send  resume  and/or  letter  stating 
typesetting  and  community/labor  ex¬ 
perience  to:  Boston  Community  Center, 
10  West  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  by  Apr. 
15. _ (36) 

APARTMENTS 

CAMBRIDGE  APT  FOR  RENT 
Cambridgeport  —  owner-occ  brick  dup, 

4  bdrm  upstairs,  new  kitch  (d,  dw),  bath, 
din,  liv,  hdwd  firs,  plus  piano  downstrs. 
$724.  Cal  I  876-8 1 93  eves  (late  ok).  (36) 

DORCHESTER  RED  LINE 

5  room  Victorian  first  floor  apt,  2  bdrms 

excellent  area,  $300/mo  available  now. 
Michael,  eves  265-9111, _ (36) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
1  Ig  rm  &  kitchenette.  Share  bath.  All 
utils  incl,  $21 0/mo  247-0570. _ (36) 

South  End  —  Good  space.  Exc.  loca¬ 
tion.  Needs  work.  4  rooms.  $300/mo.  1st 
and  last  mo.  down,  gas  +  heat 

Included.  617247-0018. _ (3i) 


RESORTS 


Aspasia  Guest  House,  womyn  owned  & 
operated.  Low  off-seasn  rates,  shared 
bth,  prkng,  central  location.  92  Bradford 
St,  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (617) 
487-2511. _ . _ (36) 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

 661-2958 (c)) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Plano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  ( 


GCN  SPECIALS 

Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  owi 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  an< 
they’ll  tell  you  what  is  needed  at  thi 
time.  Thank  you. 
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Classifieds 

WORK  YOUR  OWN  HOURS 
GCN  Is  looking  for  two  Ad  Reps  to  start 
Immediately.  Full-time  and  part-time 
available.  Meet  new  people,  explore 
new  places.  20%  commission.  Will 
train.  We  supply  leads!  Call 
GCN,  426-7042. 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
wtiy  put  H  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  QWM,  QWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  OF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 

BACK  ISSUES 

If  anyone  out  there  has  extra  copies  of 
Volume  8,  #1  (Judy  Chicago)  or  #6  (Pink 
Pentagon),  please  send  them  to  us.  We 
have  almost  none,  and  we  need  them 
for  numerous  wonderful  purposes.  We 
would  really  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
send  them  to  us,  honest.  Send  them  to 
Mike  at  GCN.  Thanks. 

HEY,  BUDDY,  CAN  YOU  SPARE  A  JOB? 
GCN  part-time  staffer  needs  second 
part-time  job.  .  Experienced 
photographic  technician  with  other 
miscellaneous  skills.  Prefer  gay 
environment.  Contact  David,  GCN 
426-4469. _ (c) 

PEOPLE  W/ACCESS  TO 

OFFSET  MACHINES 
iQCN  has  lost  its  source  of  offset  print¬ 
ing.  If  you  have  access  to  offset  print¬ 
ing  on  a  regular  basis  (we  need  things 
like  free  renewal  notices  printed)  and 
want  to  help  us  out,  please  call  Mike  or 
Richard  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 


THURSDAY 

GCN  proofreading  and  layout  (basically 
cutting  and  pasting).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need 
to  know!  Proofreading  begins  5-ish  and 
layout  6-ish.  22  Bromfield  St.(near  Park 
St.  and  Washington  St.  subway  stops), 
2nd  floor.  426-4469. 

FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sentn 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed' 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promotions  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  thorn  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


PRISONERS 


POSRIP  (People  Organized  to  Stop 
Rape  in  Prisons)  is  a  group  of  men  and 
women,  gays  and  non-gays,  prisoners 
and  non-prisoners  who  are  working  to 
stop  sexual  abuse  in  prison.  POSRIP 
puts  out  a  Newsletter  and  sample 
copies  are  available  from  POSRIP,  Box 
4413,  Chicago,  IL  60680. _ 

PRISONER  SUPPORT  GROUP 
If  you  are  gay  or  straight  and  you’ve  a 
lover,  loved  one,  family  member  who  Is 
gay  and  Is  presently  Incarcerated  In  a 
Prison  here  In  Mass,  or  elsewhere,  and 
you  would  like  to  talk  about  It,  and 
receive  support  from  others  who  are 
experiencing  the  same  pain,  anger,  and 
frustration  that  we  feel  when  having  to 
deal  with  the  Prison  System,  then  drop 
us  a  line  telling  us  about  your  present 
situation.  Group  will  form  when  we 
have  at  least  ten  people  who  are  Inter¬ 
ested.  Write:  Prison  Support  Group, 
G.C.N.,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)’s  National  Gay  Rights  Project 
has  announced  the  formation  of  a  Gay 
Prisoners'  Group  which  will  "document 
incidents  of  selective  abuse  or  discrim¬ 
ination  suffered  by  lesbian  and  gay 
prisoners  at  the  hands  of  police,  the 
courts,  jail  or  prison  personnel  or  other 
prisoners. "This  Is  the  first  compre¬ 
hensive  program  for  collecting  data  on 
the  status  of  gay  prisoners.  Anyone 
having  Information  about  selective 
abuse  in  U.S.  prisons  should  send  it  to 
Don  Campbell,  ACLU  NGRP  Prisoners 
Committee,  633  S.  Shatto  Place,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90005. _ 

A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed  to 
support  GCN  in  its  long-standing  effort 
.  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the  paper  in 
to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and  also  to 
get  books  for  them  to  read  and  penpals 
to  write  to.(Every  other  week  there  is  a" 
prisoner  penpal  list  on  the  Classifieds 
page.)  Volunteer  help  is  always  appreci¬ 
ated  in  this  and  other  parts  of  the 
project  (including  doing  outreach  to 
women  prisoners  and  researching  and 
informing  prisoners  of  their  mailroom 
and  visiting  rights).  If  you  can  help  with 
your  time  or  a  contribution,  it  will  be 
much  appreciated.  Thank  you. 


ORGANIZATIONS 

BROCKTON  (S  E  MASS)  GAYS 
Any  gay  persons  who  would  like  to  get 
involved  in  a  support-social  group  in 
this  area  of  Mass,  call  Phil  at  583-8447 
after  6  p.m,  &  weekends. _ (36) 


Prisoners 
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Women  In  prisons  or  mental  institu¬ 
tions  will  receive  free  subscriptions  to 
The  Second  Ware:  A  Magazine  of  Ongo¬ 
ing  Feminism  If  they  write  to  The 
Second  Wave,  Box  344,  Cambridge  A, 
Cambridge  MA  02139. _ 

I  read  in  New  Women’s  Times  advertis¬ 
ing  free  subscriptions  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  are  prisoners.  I  am  both  a 
lesbian  and  a  prisoner  here  in  the  Iowa 
State  Prison.  I’m  a  dyke  (butch,  all  the 
way)  and  would  like  to  correspond  with 
a  fern  lesbian  who  is  tender,  fine,  smart, 
witty,  and  all  the  way  into  loving  other 
women.  Please  write  Robin  Jackson, 
Box  313  Lanedale,  Rockwell  City  IA 
50579. _ (26) 

My  name  is  Linda  J.  Edrington.  I  am  an 
inmate  at  the  State  Correctional 
Institution  at  Dallas,  Pennsylvania  and 
would  like  to  receive  a  prisoner 
subscription  and  would  also  like  to 
write  some  penpals.  Thanks!  Linda  J 
Edrington,  K-4689,  SCI  Dallas  Drawer  K, 
Dallas  PA  18612.  _ (26) 

Yes,  I  would  love  to  have  your  paper 
sent  to  me.  Thank  you  very  much,  and  I 
would  like  someone  to  write  too.  I’m 
Irish,  30  years  old.  I  enjoy  writing  and 
reading.  I  worked  as  a  truck  driver  for 
ten  years.  I  love  freedom.  I'm  a  cancer.  I 
guess  that’s  enough  for  now.  Mary 
Floyd,  15558,  E-B  537,  Frontera  CA 
91720. _ _ _ (2>) 


I’m  'in  the  women's  state  prison  in 

Raleigh  NC  and  would  like  to  receive 
the  Gay  Community  News.  I  would  also 
like  to  have  my  name  placed  in  the 
penpal  ads  when  you  have  space  avail¬ 
able.  Please  write  to:  Ms.  Teresa 
Hardin,  1034  Bragg  St.,  Raleigh,  NC 
27610.  _ (25) 

Worn  out  garments  are  shed  by  the 
body.  Worn  out  bodies  are  shed  by  the 
dweller.  Transsexual  in  prison  having  a 
difficult  time,  really  in  need  of  some 
guidance  and  support.  Please  write 
Shannon  (Brad)  Miller,  Box  14  #16495, 
Boise,  ID  83707, _ (26) 

I  am  gay  and  would  feel  a  lot  better 
communicating  with  people  who  can 
understand  my  feelings  and  views  on 
life.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Thanks! 
Chet  Marcum,  Box  45699  #140395, 
Luca3vllle  OH  45699. _ (26) 

Gay  prisoner  with  pleasant  personality 
seeks  friends  and  special  people  to 
ease  the  loneliness  in  a  rough  prison.  J. 
Duckworth,  Box  87  #A77838,  Menard  IL 
62259. _ (26) 

Getting  released  11/81  Need  friends, 
help  and  advice.  Can  take  care  of  my¬ 
self,  but  that  isn’t  enough  in  this  situa¬ 
tion.  I’m  honest  and  loyal.  Please  write 
Daniel  D.  Matz,  Box  1497,  Bismark  ND 
58501,  _ (26) 

Johnny  is  lonely  and  needs  some  pen¬ 
pals.  Outside  contact  would  be  much 
appreciated.  Write  to:  Johnny  Lawson, 
#159-572,  15802  State,  Rt.  104,  Chllll- 
cotheOH  45601, _ (26) 

Being  paroled  to  the  New  England  area 
soon.  Anyone  wishing  to  meet  and 
share  a  part  of  themselves  with  a 
serious-minded  gay  male,  please  write. 
Charles  Nelson,  Box  45699  #136247, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ (26) 

No  family  or  friends  to  speak  of  that 
write  or  visit.  It  is  expectantly  lonely  at 
mail  call.  Would  very  much  like  a  pen¬ 
pal.  John  Bush,  Biox  511  #140-204, 
Columbus.  OH  43216. _ (26) 

Young  prisoner  looking  for  loving  rela¬ 
tionship  with  another  male.  Due  to  be 
released  in  Aug.  so  make  my  time  go 
fast.  Dennis  Burgan,  Box  511  #158-417, 
Columbus  OH  43216. _ (26) 

I  am  a  "lifer"  at  the  Washington  State 
Penitentiary  and  would  like  to  corre¬ 
spond  with  anyone  that  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  take  the  time  to  write  me  once  in 
a  while.  I  have  no  prejudice,  nor  am  I  a 
sexist  and  I  am  interested  in  prison 
abolitionist  movements.  Tommy  L. 
Ragan,  Box  520  #349437,  Walla  Walla 
WA  99362. 


Tfeston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  eacfi 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090.  . 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commun- 
ion  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands  to¬ 
gether  into  a  single  political  force  and 
to  unite  women  with  all  the  oppressed, 
we  need  our  own  political  party.  Sup¬ 
port  groups  for  men.  For  info,  send 
SASE  to  Political  Discussion  Group,  do 
Cambridge  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant 
St.,  Cambridge,  MA02139. _ (c) 

t  JOIN  INTEGRITY 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  ChapJ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program* 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)262-3057.  (26) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC  i 
[When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  0811* 
for  the  latest  Information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
land  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)' 
777-1800.  from  noon  til  midnight.  (20b 

NGTP NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  Notional  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  Infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrlminatlon 
-statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ _____ 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Nashua:  889-1416; 
Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541.  A  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  organization,  meeting  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support, 
education,  and  political  action,  since 
1976. _ (c) 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  tS 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/ or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  In  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


POSRIP  (People  Organized  to  Stop  Rape  In 
Prisons)  is  a  group  of  men  and  women,  gays 
and  non-gays,  prisoners  and  non-prisoners 
who  are  working  to  stop  sexual  abuse  in 
prison.  POSRIP  puts  out  a  Newsletter  and 
sample  copies  are  available  from  POSRIP, 
Box  4413,  Chicago  IL  60680. 


Hi,  My  name  is  Joe  and  I  am  gay,  but  I 
won’t  let  no  one  in  here  know  that.  I 
hop?  you  don't  mine  me  writing  you.  I 
don’t  trust  any  inmates  here  because 
all  they  want  to  do  is  fuck  me  and  they 
don'y  hane  any  feelings  for  no  one.  So 
I’m  in  PC  (Protective  Custody)  where 
you’re  locked  up  all  the  time.  I'll  be 
happy  just  to  get  a  letter  from  someone. 
I’m  shure  getting  lonly  here.  I  don’t 
have  any  money  to  send  you.  If  I  did  I 
would  send  you  some.  Thank  you, 
Joseph  Stoffel,  Box  511  #159-780, 
Columbus  OH  43216. _ 

I  know  that  you  print  ads  for  corre¬ 
spondence  from  prisoners  for  free  but  I 
had  $5  and  figured  you  should  have  it. 
Maybe  that  Isn't  as  much  as  an  ad 
costs,  but  It’s  something.  (Right?) 
Here’s  my  ad:  Lonely  19  yr  old  in  prison 
would  like  to  hear  from  and  write  to  any 
sincere  people.  Richard  Deeds,  Box 
607,  Carson  City  NV  89701. _ (26) 


I  have  been  incarcerated  for  about  4 
-years  and  have  lost  all  my  friends,  for  In 
our  gay  style  of  life  hurt  is  always  there. 
I  am  proud  of  who  I  am  and  what  I  am!  I 
need  some  true  friends  to  reach  to  the 
sky  with.  Am  into  music,  dancing, 
writing  and  the  outdoors.  I  shall  answer 
with  an  open  heart.  Thank  you,  Law¬ 
rence  Kidwell,  148-123,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ (26) 

My  gay  friends,  thru  this  ad  it  is  my  sin- 
cerest  hope  to  get  to  know  some  of  you 
out  there.  For  people  with  our  prefer¬ 
ence  the  view  from  the  inside  looking 
out  is  an  extremely  lonely  one.  I  have 
been  gay  all  my  life  and  have  realized  it 
for  the  last  13  years.  I  love  music,  art, 
enjoyable  reading  and  good  people.  I 
will  answer  all  who  write.  In  gay  love, 
Roger  Sparrow,  #142-542,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699.  (26) 


liT  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  ~AI!R 
ance/Morrls  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarian  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388.  _ _ 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 

Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects! 

Write  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave.  Boston.  MA  02215. 

(50) 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PI.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 

IDENTITY  HOUSt - — 

Lesbian,  gay,  bl,  peer  counseling  and- 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
-Women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-ln 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

A  ROSE  AMONG  THE  THORNS 
There  is  a  rose  budding  among  the 
thorns  in  Bristol  County.  The  Bristol 
County  Homophile  Alliance  for  Political 
Action  is  that  rose.  Would  you  like  to 
see  the  rose  bloom?  To  do  so  we  ask 
only  that  you  send  us  one  dollar. 
BCHAPA  Box  107,  Dartmouth,  MA 
02174.  Thank  you. _ J20) 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munlon  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  MA  021 14,  (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  MA  02138.  (36) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps 
2nd  Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate^  Jc) 


PUBLICATIONS 

PLEXUS,  SF  Bay  Area’s  WOMEN’S 
paper,  since  1974,  brings  you  monthly 
feminist  news,  reviews  of  women's  cre¬ 
ations  &  doings,  features,  community 
forum  &  more.  Subs  are  just  $6/year 
(institutions  $10),  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (ex) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors'  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor 
Station,  Boston,  MA02123. _ (c) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
;available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
;”Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
(Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phlla.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222.  _ (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

■'  newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in' 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
$1  for  sample  issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235, 
Contook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15c  stamps,  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746,(516)427-1289.  (12) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  Indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays'  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
;every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
;8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
.'place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
■together, _ 

crokay  club  CROW 

INK,  inc.  pee  o  box  1384  boston  ma 
02104.  (47) 


Anyone  wanting  to  use  GCN  as  a  place, 
to  receive  (and  pick  up!)  mall  from 
prisoners  may  do  so  by  having  pris-k 
oners  write  you  at:  (Your  name),  do' 
GCN,  Box  LGPP,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108.  This  mall  may  be 
picked  up  anytime  between  10am  and 
6pm  Monday  thru  Friday. _ 

I  have  just  learned  of  your  outstanding 
paper  and  would  very  much  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  someone  who  has  a  taste 
for  features  of  the  sort  you  have  in  your 
publication.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
meeting  people  that  share  my  interest 
in  deep,  open  and  permanent  friend¬ 
ships.  (A  friend  of  mine  found  such  a 
relationship  thru  your  paper.)  With  a 
great  deal  of  thanks,  I  am  Ken  Valleau, 
061412  C-85,  500  Orange  Ave.  Circle, 
Belle  Glade  FL  33430. _ (26) 

I  am  a  prisoner  member  of  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild  and  would  appreciate 
having  a  copy  of  your  paper  when  it 
comes  off  the  press  and  also  If  you 
would  place  a  penpal  ad  for  me.  Larry 
Miller,  Ellis  C-6,  #276989,  Huntsville  TX 
77340. 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being 
formed  to  support  GCN  in  its  long¬ 
standing  effort  to  get  free  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  paper  in  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  prisoners  and  also  to 
get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other 
week  there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list 
on  the  Classifieds  page.)  Volun¬ 
teer  help  is  always  appreciated  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  the  project 
(including  doing  outreach  to 
women  prisoners  and  researching 
and  informing  prisoners  of  their 
mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If. 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution,  it  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thank  you. 
itiiiiiiiiiiiiiitmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiraitiiiiniK 

The  few  friends  and  relatives  I  once  had 
seem  to  have  forgotten  me  and  I  have 
found  out  the  hard  way  that  no  man  is 
an  Island.  I  would  like  to  correspond 
with  someone.  Age  Is  no  barrier.  I  am 
well-educated  and  like  to  converse  on 


Incarcerated  gay  male  friend  needing 
some  intelligent  and  understanding 
persons  to  exchange  concepts  and  inti¬ 
mate  emotions  with.  Race  definitely 
unimportant.  All  correspondence 
wholesomely  appreciated.  William 
Pitts,  BCC  106026,  Rt.  2,  Bland  VA 
24315. _ (26) 

I  am  a  certified  law  student  doing  time 
for  some  charges  of  having  consensual 
sex  with  some  youths.  I  have  been 
working  with  several  gay  agencies  that 
are  In  a  position  to  assist  gay  prisoners 
and  would  like  to  get  some  feedback 
from  the  gay  community  inside  the 
prison  system,  d.  Lee  Goldstein  IV, 
LLB,  Box  A-E,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA 
93409, _ _ (26) 

I’m  18  and  I  write.  I'd  like  to  correspond 
with  someone  who's  25-35  and  has  a 
well-organized  life  (“together”).  I've 
been  gay  for  3  years,  2  of  that  In  prison, 
with  13  months  left.  Would  like  to  meet 
a  swell  fella  through  your  adorable 
paper.  J.  Golden,  Box  511  #161269, 
Columbus  OH  43216.  (26) 


many  subjects.  My  hobbies  are  body¬ 
building,  reading,  writing  and  all  sports. 
I  do  need  a  friend.  Thank  you,  Rick 
Comely,  Box  45699  #147-578,  Lucasville 
OH  45699.  _ (26) 

I  am  writing  with  an  appeal  for  corre¬ 
spondence  and  friendship.  The  loneli¬ 
ness  In  this  place  is  like  a  quiet  drama 
which  keeps  building  and  building 
seemingly  without  end.  I  have  no  wish 
to  be  swallowed  up  in  this  vacuum  of 
emptiness,  but  rather  to  become  asso¬ 
ciated  In  an  honest  and  valid  relation¬ 
ship  with  humanity.  I  seek  not  pity  but 
rather  a  more  meaningful  strength  in 
understanding  of  others  as  well  as  of 
myself.  Patrick  Luckett,  Box  69 
#1 57-892,  LSP,  London  OH  431 40.  (26) 

I  saw  your  announcement  of  free  subs 
In  the  National  Lawyers  Guild  and 
jwould  like  to  have  one  and  also  a  pen¬ 
pal  ad  if  possible.  Pictures  appreciated. 
I'm  single.  Louis  Fuller  Jr.,  049221-161- 
103,  Box  747,  Starke  FL  32091.  (26) 

inmmiiiiiiiiiiiHmiiiiiiiiiiiimimimmiHiu 


Calendar 

weekly  events 

Boston,  Ms  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  events  (with  Info  #s):  volley  ball 
266-2147;  running  492-1339;  swimming 
227-5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 

Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
Interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8J2pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice," 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
$2. 

'Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  Informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  (GAMIT)  meets 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 
3rd  fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news,  Interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS,  740AM.  11am 


Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  All  invited.  Info:  263-9607. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cbd.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 
228-8049. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
Instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 


New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 

278-5475.  _ . - 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and. 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


Wednesday 


monday 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 

7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 

MA  02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 

M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  8254)181. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women’s  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women’s. 

Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 

Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340. 

Amherst.  MA  -  Gay/Lesbian/Bi  Rap  Group.  thllTSdaV 
UMass  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 

545-0154. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info:, 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen-' 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  .stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 

•  Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to1  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllltls.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Frl.  of  each 
month. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  88 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  People  of  B.U.  Meeting. 
Hartman  Lounge,  basement  School  of  Theo¬ 
logy,  745  Comm.  Ave.  8-10pm. 


tuesday 

Boston,  MA  — “Bos 


loston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian . 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMESI  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469.  r 

Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  In  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over.  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllltis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women’s  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  "S/M" 
Support  group.  8pm.  Info:  Brian  243-3332 
(510pm). 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the  Com- 
Imlttee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
|NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 

Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University's  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People’s  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 


friday 


BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMESIII  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  male  cultural  production 
group  forming  in  Boston  for  local  and  national 
entertainers.  Any  interest  or  experience,  call 
Dimid  at  (617)  4453604.  Leave  message. 
Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-ln  center  and 
occasional  trlps/activltles  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 

Cambridge,  ~MA  —  Lesbiarf  and  Gay  Folk- 
dancing.  First  Saturday  of  the  month,  3-5pm 
followed  by  a  potluck  dinner.  Phillips  Brooks 
House,  Harvard  Yard.  Beginners  welcome. 
(See  also  Sundays).  Info:  Beth  666-4278  or 
Michael  492-1339. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Common  Ground,"  a  free¬ 
form  lesbian  and  gay  radio  program  with 
poetry  and  music.  WMBR,  88.1FM.  Public  ser¬ 
vice  announcements  welcome.  494-8810. 9am. 


coming  events 
mar  29  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM)  11am.  Conversation  with  a  member  of 
Dyke  Doctors. 

30  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Special  meeting  of  people 
Interested  in  orgpizlng  a  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  center  In  Boston,  7:30pm.  At  the 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Youth)  space,  4th  floor,  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  Sta). 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee  meets  every  Mon  eve  at  7:30pm  at 
the  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  office,  128 A  Tremont  St.  (across 
from  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Come  help  plan 
for  our  June  celebration!  Info:  262-4777  (Voice 
and  tTY). 

31  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Gaymen's  workshop  In 
experimental  theater  and  creativity  is 
beginning  for  the  Spring.  We  explore  thru 
movement,  improvisation  and  group  work/ 
olav.  Info:  Clover  445-3604. 

apr  2  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  Support  group  for  lesbians 
whose  lives  have  been  affected  by  alcohol¬ 
ism.  Thursdays  7:30-8:30pm.  Info:  864-1634. 
Sponsored  by  the  Women's  Alcoholism 
Program. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston’s  first  all-women's  TV 
collective  Invites  you  to  watch  the  premiere  of 
"Something  about  the  women...,”  a  series  of 
specials  on  women's  issues.  Channel  13  at 
8pm  (and  again  on  April  8  at  4pm). 

Worcester,  MA  —  “Straight  talk  about  gays,” 
a  free  form  radio  show  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  featuring  news,  announcements,  music, 
9°3f)v|  and  ln,ervlewa-  8:158:45pm.  WCUW, 

3fri 

Boston,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  EVERY 
FRIDAY  SENDING  OUT  THE  PAPER.  ITS 
FUN  I  SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT  will  be  holding 
their  spring  semester  dance  In  the  Sala  at 
MIT’s  student  center  on  Mass.  Ave.  9pm-1am. 
S3  admission  ($2  with  college  ID). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Kenneth  Anger's  "Magic 
Lantern  Cycle"  (Including  ‘Lucifer  Rising’), 
will  be  shown  at  Center  Screen,  24  Quincy  St. 
(Harvard  Square)  Info:  494-0200. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Downhill 
and  cross-country  ski  trip.  Info:  Josh  (617) 
726-8650  (between  3  and  5pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  to  help  send  the 
women  delegates  from  Mass,  to  the  National 


Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Conference  in  L.A.  Party 
with  us  at  Somewhere,  295  Somewhere  St. 
(near  Aquarium)  61 1pm.  $2  cover.  Great  enter¬ 
tainment!!!  Come  and  enjoy  yourself! 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Kate  Rushln  and 
Cherry  Moraga  Lawrence  will  be  reading 
poetry.  355  Boylston  St.  (at  Arlington)  Chapel 
entrance.  Doors  open  at  7:30  and  close  at 
8pm.  Men  and  women  welcome.  $3. 

4  sat 

'  Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Calamus  Poets, 
poetry  and  mime  at  Oasis.  355  Boylston  St. 
(chapel  entrance)  Doors  open  at  7:30  and 
close  at  8pm.  All  are  welcome. 

Boston,  MA  —  “Summoning  Strength  on  the 
New  Moon”,  an  evening  of  poetry  with  Audre 
Lorde,  a  black  lesbian  feminist  visionary  and 
author  ol  The  Black  Unicorn  and  other  works. 
Music  by  Bill  Powell  and  others.  Food  and 
drink.  $4-5  ($2-3  tor  low  income).  Cauldron 
Experimental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (oft 
Harrison,  near  Dover  Station).  8pm.  Neighbor¬ 
hood  safety  patrols  available  between  Dover 
stop  and  theater  before  and  after  perform¬ 
ance.  Info:  445-3604. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Victory  celebration  and 
fundraiser  to  benefit  the  Harvard  Square 
Defendants  Against  the  Draft.  Folkdancing, 
songs  of  protest  and  refreshments.  Michael 
Cicone,  folkdance  caller.  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  (near  Harvard  Sq.) 
7:30-1 1pm.  Donation  $3. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Men's  Professional  Group 
will  meet  at  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.  (Beacon 
'Hill).  Business  meeting  at  7,  potluck  dinner  at 
8.  Bring  food  or  drink.  $1  donation. 

New  Haven,  CT  —  "Somewhere  II”,  coffee¬ 
house  for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  presents 
singer-song  writer  John  Calvl  of  Vermont.  425 
College  St.  at  Elm  (upstairs)  9pm.  $2  donation. 
Info:  624-6869,  evenings. 

5  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  US  Congressman  Barney 
Frank  will  speak  on  "Living  under  the  Reagan 
Administration"  at  Harvard  Law  School. 
Pound  Building  Rm  102.  7:45pm.  Sponsored 
by  the  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM)  11am.  Donna  Hitchens,  from  Lesbian 
Rights  Project  in  San  Francisco,  will  talk 
about  artificial  insemination,  lesbian  litiga¬ 
tion,  and  the  Women  and  the  Law  Conference. 
Once  again  Katherine  Trlantaflllou  Is  your 
scintillating  hostessl 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Flat  water- 
white  water  canoeing.  Info:  Armln  (617) 
4251607. 

may  9-1 0 

Portland,  ME  —  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  • 
Symposium.  Persons  who  want  to  join  the 
planning  committee  for  the  symposium  can 
contact  Gay  People’s  Alliance,  92  Bedford  St. 
Portland  04103  for  times  and  places  of 
meetings. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  NEEDS  HELP  PROOF- 
READING  AND  tAYING  OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO 
EXPERIENCE  NECESSARY.  SEE  THURS¬ 
DAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


